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GenTLemeN,—I am always glad to use the opening lecture 
of the session by inviting the attention of the students to some 
useful rules for their guidance in the course of the, studies 
-which we commence to-day. St. Mary’s School is now grow- 
ing into a large institution, which may be expected to bear— 
if it does not already do so—a sensible influence on the cha- 
racter of the rising generation of the profession. 

The first great lesson which I should desire to be deeply 
read by all of you is to cultivate a sense of the immense re- 
sponsibility of the work you undertake. I rejoice to believe 
that St. Mary’s School has already been prominent in reforming 
the frivolous and larky habits which have been too often attri- 


capabilities to efficient purpose. 
In the work of self-improvement the first point to be aimed 
at is to establish a habit of concentrabed A half 


mind will help no one to seize the in- 
numerable minute particulars which mak 
due knowledge of those most difficult of sions 


y symptoms 
how many observations on them 1 inctly i 
memory, and we cannot doubt that whoever has the 
amount of these acts of memory in his ion at the of 
the session will be the most advanced towards becoming a good 
more valuable quality. are innumerable ways in which 
memory has been cultivated, different professors 
i of mnemonics; but I believe that one 
can be adopted is, after having had sub- 
jects presented to the mind, to interrogate the 


memory is referred. imonides 
was at Crannon, in Thessaly, with one Scopas, he was suddenly 
called out ; returning quickly to the room he found the roof 
had fallen in and all the guests were buried in the ruins. The 
bodies were so mutilated that were not to be distingvished 
from each other. In the eagerness to afford rights of sepulture 
to each there was great rejoicing that Simonices was able te 
picture in his memory the exact scene which he had left, 
realising in his mind the order in which the guests had sat, 
thus indicating where each bod be found. This is 


: 
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if 
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y particular genius, which made him what he 

Belore leaving the suf) of the mortuary I should like 
tendency to detract from the sacred respect which ought to 

the 


example of tlemanly manners, and uni- 
believe, by feeling, 


with promise 
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has ae vaguely seized, and therefore sure to pass 
Notwithstanding the idle innovation which- tends to 
ely, bellows our time from all classical attainments, I cannot i 
you. Those who have not that advantage may like to hear 
the incident about Simonides to which the origin of artificial a 
| 
4 
buted to the character of medical students ; and whilst so many | Sal Ube Origin O VY Means OL pret 
efforts have been made to improve the education, and thereby | sions on the sight. Fifty years ago Von Feneigle’s plan, which ‘g 
the efficiency and social status of the great class of general practi- | caused great excitement, was based on the same principle. . 
tioners, it is gratifying to think that those who are taking their B 
first step towards that career are doing it with a serious convic- memory. You Wi = 
tion of their obligations. There is something beyond your own symptoms, and of - 
advancement or the honour of your profession for you to keep | but you will in y 
in mind: there is, beyond even a general sense of duty, the | valuable of all unities—viz., the dead-n r 
solemn fact that you will have the lives of individuals and the es 
of ander your guardianship. Each one of the 
you will bring his different amount of natural talent to devote to turn this final revelation 
to the great object which you have chosen for your future | examinations are, in fact, ¢ 
work in life. The most gifted among you cannot succeed in 
it without industry; and the least endowed may by that in- } 
dustry, under good direction, be able to cultivate his natural ‘ 
vivid 
modern 
of his life, his practice to be guided and enlightened q 
of evidence on which they for ded almost ‘unlimited, hocpital, ie ons of 
sl are foun is i once said to me, whilst considering an x 
because no exact general rules can be laid down for the adap- @ase, envy the 
ment and highly cultivate te go back to it.” hom 
adaptation in every single instance. Your first ject. there- not only the value of that line of study, but the indomitable ed 
fore will be to teach yourselves to observe closely, and to de- industry with which this successful physician had used it. I con- “il 
vote Sony pestis effort towards the improvement of the | ceive that it was industry and a clear unprejudiced intelligence, + 
memory. te observation is, in fact, the very foundation j 
of memory. I have often quoted the well-known instance of i 
the manner in which conjurors educate themselves for their i 
business. By degrees they learn to fix in their minds at a .F 
they possibly can. It is done by a highly concentrated atten- | is our eaparieh. ante, who belong to the medical profession, to 1 
tion, and the power they arrive at is so far beyond what the respect human frame—as well our own as that of other < 
uneducated eye believes to be possible, that at last that power Anat to be even when, 
appears to be a marvel which is merely the result of educated | has been withdrawn from it. We should remember that the " 
faculties. This education is pursued by artists, who learn not Creator has made it in his image, and that its future destiny #4 
only to see form and colour which common observers are not able is still a mystery. 
to perceive, but they can take in at a glance all minute details of for fow pam Bam 
couted ESF pictares, which remain with them for their profes- | of intellectual training to that of conduct and manners, LG 
sional use. The mere hieroglyphics which Turner jotted down, general bearing towards authorities and mutual intercourse af 
reproduced to his mind not only the grand effect of « mag- amongst yourselves are, perhaps, beyond my legitimate topics. 
nificent scene, but a thousand minutize which to others it was These, however, are most valuable themes of exhortation on A 
a wonder that he could ever have perceived in his transient | the opening of a school, commended by considerations of the | 
gaze. We might instance in almost every art and calling the profession. I rejoice 
use of cultivating this faculty of close and rapid observation, to that the students of St. Mary's have hitherto pre- ¥ 
and here, in the wards of this hospital, you will all have the | sented a q 
beginning such a course of self-improvement. | form 
A the brief visits to each patient in the wards, and after has marked 
Tiaseaing to the observations of the clinical teacher, every one know that the career of life has opened a 
A 
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@ waccess which may well be attributed to beginnings so 


ietjdoweres which most concerns me now to dilate upon 
‘iw proper conduct to the sick, especially of those who are now 
entering on their studies in the wards. 1 should like to insist 
the almost solema obligation with youth 
sand bealth and high spirits, are under, to adopt manners cour- 
almost say reverential, towards the suffering in- 
y to cultivate the great virtue of modest treat- 
cminiodd personal examinations. Many of you will hardly 
“conceive to what extent the sense of delicacy is keen amongst 
comparatively, of the lower 
There are a hundred little ways m which this deli- 

and many incautious acts 
de avoided without the least approach to anything like effem- 
mate prudery: which last fault is, 


perfect manners towards the sick, which may be obtained in 


‘tien. It is due to 
principles of humanity. It will also be of great consequence 
40 -you eet future popularity. I remember long ago an 
which a most worthy practitioner lost the attend- 
families in his 
‘neighbourhood by a sing and abrupt expression. 
upright and pure line of conduct, joined with that polished 
mauner which ought to distinguish the medical above all other 
fessions, that these are the qualities that will first bear 
in your future course of life. A reputation for scientific 
skmowlerdge and for successful 


re so far, to your conduct towards the 
‘patients. There is class towards whom a very strict 
and well-regulated tone of manners is imperatively necessary. 
that is altogether unavoidable, that young men have to work 
im conjunction with y persons of the other sex; and it 
rather increases the difficulty that the young men are, in most 
eases, in a superior social position to the nurses, so that a cer- 
‘tain amount of respect and reticence is gracefally appropriate 
te the conduct of the superior towards the inferior 
‘elass. it is impossible to lay down minute rules for the com- 


better the wants and feelings of 
thesick, who belong more nearly to their own condition ; and. 
tis my opinion that we are doing better in educating these, 
people to a more complete 
s of a higher class ‘to accept work which 
not naturally belong to them. In the wards of St. Mary's 
iefly the genuine hired nurse ; and you will con- 
the formation of own manners, but the 


familiar: a 
“The observations with which I began this lecture, as to the 


value of intensely concentrated observation, cannot find more 
t topic than that-which the unhappy epidemic now 

at immediately affords. You are called atthe very out- 

set to the study of the gravest and most difficult-of all diseases, 
disease which is still the humiliation of medival science, the 


remedies. Ome thin 

wertain, that mere tentative remedies have all failed | 

‘Wt is also certain that we have arrived at a few facts in 

‘to the morbid change, and to a knowledge of many of the 

@lements which ~r-* the development of the disease ; whilst 
as to the exciting cause in each locality have 


proved, in their turns, to be signal failures. All that can be 
made out is, that that which depresses the system, which 
induces a low state of vitality, affords liability to attack, 
and even this, when we sr closely to investigate it, re- 
quires some modification. 1 think we are in a position, in 
regard to this difficult subject, to attempt some further plans 
not on the poor system of 
“trying 8, t upon rawn from the few facts 
which we been I shall continue this sub- 
ject at my next lecture. In the meantime we have only, both 
students and teachers, to p. on in the course of investigation. 
There has been a painful uniformity in the cage but 
still some ‘new lights may be afforded by very Oe a 

tion. So far as to the morbid oon seen 
there has been a similar uniformity in all cases, as I shall hope 
to prove to you on the next occasion. It is into this source of 
information that we must be especially anxious to inquire. 
The two i ions which I have already had with you have 
been full of interest, and before we meet again possibly some 
further evidence may be afforded to us, which we may hepe to 
turn to good account. 


on 
COMPENSATION FOR RAILWAY INJURIES. 
By JAMES SYME, Esg., 


PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL SURGERY LN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINEURGH. 


Srvce the passing of Lord Campbell’s Act—a most unjust 
piece of legislation as it has always seemed to me, which 
established the principle of regulating the amount of damages 
for personal injuries in accordance with the value of individuals 
to society and to their families,—claims of this kind have be- 
come very frequent, under circumstances which seriously call 
for consideration. For instance, at this time last year a trial 
took place at Guildhall in the Court of Common Pleas, on the 
part of a commercial traveller, who prosecuted the Great 
Northern Railway Company for compensation on account of 
an injury alleged to have been sustained from a collision on 
their line. In this case Sir Wm. Fergusson, Mr. Erichsen, 
and Dr. Russell Reynolds declared that there was organic 
disease of the spine, which in all probability would soon prove 
fatal; while, on the other han’, Mr. Borlase Childs, Mr. 
Pollock, of St. George's Hospital, Mr. Cock, of Guy’s Hos- 
pital, Dr. Risdon Bennett, of St. Thomas’s Hospital, Dr. 
Dunsmure, President of the Edinburgh College of Surgeons, 
and myself, no less confidently expressed the conviction that 
. | there was no organic disease whatever, and no reason why the 
|| claimant should not enjoy good health. The jury, instead of 
the £12,000 asked, gave £4700 of damages; and before the 


'|.end of many months, the plaintiff, who had been rapidly re- 
||-eovering, admitted that he was quite well, as he still,con- 


tinues to be. 


eres a find the medical evidence so 


court on rote and give a doleful account of the = 
experienced by his wife and children through his personal suf- 

which have resulted from the alg le negligence that 
allowed him to leave his seat prematurely. Who can doubt 
o> in such circumstances the jury would give large damages. 

oe ought certainly to be put down, and as one 

means of doing so, I beg to ree the publication of cases 
exhibiting an entire discrepan the medical evidence, 
in order that regard for > yoeieaiieall character may tend to 
check the reckless advocacy of one-sided views. The results 


of such cases in regard to the claimant’s speedy recovery of 
health would also be worthy of attention for the 


| | 
j 
tient as a want of proper delicacy lrue feeling and ac- 

we. ony in Mning, e 

e used, especially in the female wards, ought to be 

wstadied and nicely adapted to each particular case. To learn 

im your time of pupilage the nice distinction between coarse- | ee 

grees whilst you are actually at work—ats acquisition must be 

awork of time; whilst your first acceptance by the public 

«maust depend chiefly on personal qualifications of which all car 

qmaanication between pupil and nurse, but | trust the hint may 
; mot be unavailing to you, and that a habit of gentlemanly self 
' westraint will be cultivated by all of you, especially by t 

swho are as yet strangers to the customs and manners of a gref& 

hhespital. i am not myself by any means the advocate o 

the class of women by whom it has always been supplied. 

Beployment is wanted by that class; they can sympathise a 
| merits of the case, they almost always decide in favour of the 
| claimant, so that there is thus great encouragement afforded 

,. | to unfounded or exaggerated demands for redress. Indeed any 
; | man who travels by railway may easily obtain a competency 
7 | by stumbling on the platform after the door of his carriage has 
‘amprovement of the nurse, by avoiding any possible approach has ceased tomove. He has then mere y to go to bed, call in 
: a couple déf sympathizing doctors, diligently peruse Mr. 
Hl most earnest study of which has as yet been baffled in trying to 


and, having given one of these, I may add a case of medical 
diversity occurred here. 
traveller drove out 


place, the 
; and his 


and the trial was ordered to proceed. But the 

of December Dr. Dunsmure and I were 
to see the claimant, as the trial was to take plac. 


parti y examined, y sign of spi or 
other disease. At the trial, after the plaintiff had ex- 
amined, sittin, 
witness-box ! 


spine 1 
walk a mile and a half, or on the two following days travel 


appearance ? 
_ Edinbargh, Dee. 26th, 1966. 


Tae Bririse Worxmay.—A most seasonable addi- 
tion to the funds of St. Mary’s Hospital was made a few days 
tation of ing men waited on the com- 

i lheque for £327 19s. 94d. to the chair- 

man, as the contribution from the various lodges of Foresters 


of the district. Altogether £1500 have been subscribed and. 


presented to the hospital by the Foresters. 
Loncevity. — On Tuesday last the obituary of 
The Times contained the deaths of four ladies and twe gentle- 
men whose united ; amounted to 517 years, giving an 
average of exactly eighty-six years and two months to each. 
youngest seventy-nine. contemporary of Wednes- 
day recorded similar illustrations of longevity. ~ 


ON A CASE 


or 
POPLITEAL ANEURISM TREATED BY TEM: 
PORARY METALLIC COMPRESSION 
OF THE FEMORAL ARTERY. 


By T. PRIDGIN TEALE, Joun., M.A Oxow.. 


Iv the Medical Times and Gazette of Dec. 30th, 1865, p. 717; 


tion had ceased—that is, as soon as the objects aimed at by 
compression of the artery were obtained. Through the kind- 
ness of Mr. Dix [had the opportunity of examining his patient. 
a few months ago,.at the annual meeting, in Hull, of the East 
York Branch of the British Medical Association. The case. 
was perfect. The result of this operation, and the 

thereby held out of somewhat diminishing the risk of secondary 
hemorrhage after ligature of the larger arteries, prompted me. 
to adopt this plan in treating the following case of popliteal 


— 
us in forming a judgment as to the value of the operation. 
the notes of the case I am indebted to my dresser, Mr. George’ 


ticed the 


uring 
ception of one week. The only history of acciden 
four years ago he fell down a cellar when drunk and i 
the right knee, returning to his work in a fortnight, not any 
worse for the accident. 
Treatment by flexion. 

Dec. 30th.—The ankle was firmly bound to the thigh 
the pulsation in the tumour became almost impercepti 
During the rest of the day the neuralgic pains in 
considerably relieved. 

Jan. 2nd, 1866 (fourth day of flexion), — The leg was un- 


appearance of impro 
ence of the knee had increased from l6jin. to léjin. The 
a was quite as distinct as before the employment of 


Treatment by wire compress. (First period.) 
Jan. 4th.—The femoral artery having been reached in the 


a needle, by this means carried ee 
the sartorius until it was brought out 

distance of an inch and a half from the wound. The two ends 
of the wire, being about one-third of an inch apart, were then 
tied over a email of were so as to 
compress the artery stop the pu of the aneurism. 
Thus the-wire formed a bridle passing from the skin round the 
mbed which could be made tight or slack at pleasure, and 
could eventually be when Ans for 
compressing the artery. e pulsation of the aneurism having 
been completely arrested, the wire was fixed over the cork, 


was closed by wire sutures. The 
was followed by diminution of the neuralgia of the leg. 


Second day.—Slight pulsation in the aneurism. 
Third day-——Pulastion arrested by the insertion of a small 


Tue Laycer,) POPLITEAL ANEURISM TREATED BY METALLIC COMPRESS! 0 
— 
in the evening to my residence in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh, and informed me that he had been shaken the night | 
before in a railway collision near Berwick-on-Tweed. He had 
walked immediately afterwards a mile and a half to see Dr. 
| Maclagan, of Berwick, and having been assured by him that 
there was no local injury or occasion for confinement, had come | Ns 
I desired him to call next morning at my house in Rutland- et 
did s0, and then exhibiting the most perfect freedom in all his) y¢, John Dix, of Hull, refers, in a short note, to a case’ of 
| movements, without any sign of local injury, I concluded that : ; ich he had 
if he felt any uneasiness, it must be more mental than bodily. | °*Totid aneurism which he had treated successfully by a tem- 
| Having expressed my opinion to this effect, | was rather sur- | porary wire-compress, the wire being withdrawn on the sixth 
day, as soon as the aneurism had become solid, and all pulsa- 
) On the same day, 28th of April, it appears that this 
surgeon of experience in cases like his own, who di | a 
that he had sustained a ‘‘ severe wrench of the spine and sacro- | ; 
iliae synchondrosis,” put him to bed, called in a trustworthy | iE 
and his interesting patient at least once a 
day for months. On the 12th of Sane Dr. Dunemare re-| : 
a claimant, as he had now become. We | 
which he rose and walked 
with vi flexibility of body. There was not the slight- u 
contrary, every appearance of good health so far as we could | Although my own case did not terminate successfully, it 
judge from our own observation. ; 
On the 29th of July, ey ert 
claimant desired to be examined by a commission 
ordinary attendant having given a certificate on ‘‘ soul and | Fisher. } 
without serious injury to his health, hey oe vane a into the Leeds Infirmary on Dec. 29th, 1865. In the right ham 
with Dr. Dunsmure to report as to this for the information there was a pulsating tumour, of the size of a small orange, = 
the Court. We found the claimant lying, or rather lolling, on | very soft (especially on the inner side), and without any evi- { 
two chairs in a garden, to and from which he walked in | dence of consolidation of its contents. He suffered also from 
leaving and returning to his room, which was up a stair on | severe neuralgic pains in the leg. He first nol tumour 
on the who no appearance whatever o laid up with rheumatism, brought on by working a whole ‘j 
— We reported our opinion that he could safely ap: in or: clothes. The rheumatism affected all his joints, = 
rt, 
claimant's 
On the | " 
requested 
on the 24th. We found that he was not at home, but after a i] 
| little while saw him walking stoutly along the street from a 
public bathing eotablishmesi which it atpeared be had fro. | 
quented for several months. He walked up the stair of his | ; 
residence before me, and neither then nor afterwards, when t 
| bound, in order to ascertain whether any improvement was 
the £3000 which had been demanded. taking place in the aneurism, and to relieve him from the dis- 
I deem it unnecessary to offer any observations on this | comfort of the constrained position. There was no sign of | 
case, but would suggest the following questions :— consolidation. Flexion was resumed in the evening. vt 
1. Could anyone who had sustained a severe wrench of the | 4th (sixth day).—Treatment by flexion was abandoned, ag bi 
2. Gould serious disease of the spi ing from external i 
of its presence in the patient's gait, flexibility of trunk, or! usu way at the apex of Searpas triangle, a silver wire was 
passed behind the vessel, instead of the ordinary ligature of 
_ Bach end of the wire was then threaded om 


compelled to give him at least 
sure. The wound by which the artery 
healed by first intention. 

Treatment by wire compress. (Second period.) 


He bears the diffused pressure of the 
discomfort, in condition. 


not perceptible. mour rather more solid. 
Sixteenth day.—No pulsation. Wire withdrawn. 
Eighteenth 


of 
: igin of the profunda, 1} in. above the of . incision. 
‘There is a red blush round the openings tas 
press and the wire sutures have removed. 
Twenty-second day.—Rigors; intense headache ; feverish- 


ness. 
Twenty-third day.— i blush about the - 
united and the openings 
Twenty-eighth day.—Erysipelas spread down the thigh 
ifth wee ema 0 He is ill. 
-abscess forming in the nat 
Sixth week.—Repeated rigors. Abscess opened. More ab- 
scesses ubout the knee. 
Seventh week.— Hemorrhage from calf. 
Eighth week. —Hwmorrhage. 
Eleventh week (from commencement).—Death. 
Examination after death. 
The wound leading to the artery was perfectly 
femoral artery at the seat of com i 
divided ends not being t 
adhesions to the sheath, which 
terval. 


was 
of the artery were 
of o 


3 


Mr. Dix is superior to ligature. 
2. That in cases in which consolidation is deferred, 

{) compression has to be continued beyond five or six days, the 
q wire will cut through the ne lange with the ordinary 


the same protective in the 
vided ends of the vessel. In cases method is 
neither inferior nor superior to ligature, as far as artery and 


4. Tue Lancer,] DR. HANDFIELD JONES ON FUNCTIONAL NERVOUS DISORDERS. © (Jas. 5, 1867. 
———- - —4 
‘wedge between the wire and the cork, as practised by Mr. Dix | 3. That in using the wire im aneurisms of the 
fn tame. a extremities, all circulation the aneurism ought to be | 
in. it isa 
65 
Sixth day.—Pulsation of tumour doubtful. i i 


In period compression I was 
less careful to arrest entirely the of the aneurism, 
under the im i current favoured the de- 


the Th 
two disadvan apart, and they can be avoided in future, I 
i 1 be still in no 


TREATMENT OF FUNCTIONAL NERVOUS 
DISORDERS. 


By C. HANDFIELD JONES, F.RS., Cayraz., 


PHYSICIAN TO ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


Tux following histories contain several points worthy of 
note, and especially illustrate the variety of symptoms which 
may be produced by the same agent in different individuals. 
Lead colic previously, clonic convulsions, and tonic spasm ; 

ip ; recovery. 


use them. He cannot write, and can with difficulty feed him- 
self; at one time he was unable. His right arm at one time 
was fixed, by the contraction of its muscles, to his side up to 
ten or eleven A.M. everyday. This tonic was benefi 
After walking for some time his arms get quite steady for 

or four hours. His i is lessened; 
tact, and so is his i 

he has quiveri the right side of the face from the 
latterly the left side is becoming similar!. 

seems to be no actual paralysis of the facial 


| l y.—The wedges were removed, and the wire | condition, interrupting thereby y plastic processes, 
, untied, so as to take off all compression of the artery. ee ee 
q ‘As thin pasted tho hed and end ap- 5. That in any future case diffuse the counter-pres- 
A ee ee sure over as large a surface of skin as possible, to enable the 
at, although there was a faint pulsation in the tumour, I felt tient to bear it without discomfort. 
had 
10TiIn cw © Cavity. e ques 
itself upon me whether this t might not have 
Tenth relieved the | recovered under the usual method of Herm, I think, 
-compression for forty-eight hours, being feverish rest- | was done in two ways. First, the week t in trying flexion, 
less. The pulsation in the tumour, however, returned, and nat but gave te 
was increasing, though it had not become so great as before | slightly febrile condition, which was unfavourable for after 
‘the compression was commenced. To enable him to bear the | treatment. Secondly, I cannot but think that the painful, 
pressure upon the skin, which when concengrated upon the 
small piece of cork had much distressed him, [ fastened the 
distribute more extensively the pressure over the skin. This 
Especial care was taken to arrest 
the flow of blood through the artery completely. condition than one who undergone ligature of the ; 
i! Eleventh day.-- Suspicion of a thrill in the tamour. Wedge | but if consolidation follows rapidl after the application of the 
splint without compress, that ia the which 
pany the slow separation of the ligature. 
added. Leeds, December, 1866. 
Fourteenth day.—Wedges removed, so as to relax the com- —————EEE 
J Period after removal of the wire compress. CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PATHOLOGY AND 
Fifteenth day.—Wire untied. Circumference of knee re- 
duced from 16j in. on the day of operation to 16in. Pulsation 
| Casz 1.—T. R——.,, aged thirty-nine, married, a painter, 
| admitted July 28th, 1865. Has had colic twice, the lost time 
| five or six weeks ago, after a job of “‘flatting.” About three 
| weeks ago his arms became affected. They are ‘‘shaky,” he 
says; are agitated by clonic convulsions when he attempts to. 
of division size, and did not contain | 
an ug of lymph ; below thi int it | 
The divided ends 
ectly closed. The femoral vein below mos 
jon was filled by a recent clot, not adherent. ‘The abscesses | in any way he shakes viclently, ‘like @ leaf 
im the calf communicated with the cavity of the aneurism, his gait becomes unsteady a jerky. His . 
which had evidently become diffused. This probably explains | impaired; he can’t utter his words so freely as he would in 
the repeated hamorrhages from the abscesses in the calf. health. Ordered, strychnine, one-sixteenth of a grain ; 
Conclusions. drachm; water, one ounce: three timesaday. F 100. 
“1, That in cases in which arrest of the arterial current pro-| Aug. 2nd. —Has improved. The left hand and arm are 
duces nee consolidation of the aneurism, and the wire can | much more steady than the right. He can scarcely carry a 
be withdrawn in from three to five or six days, this method of | glass to his lips without spilling the liquid, or hold it 80 as 
to drink. His muscles are all fully sensitive to the current. 
wi His legs are comparatively (to his arms) unaffected, but their 
-_ 7th.—Says he has improved much in the last week. His 
: arms seem larger. To take a drachm of cod-liver oil three 
times a day. t 
lath. Improved decidedly. Can carry a cup of liquid to 
aneurism are concerned. his mouth now. 
i 
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says : 


used successfuil 


i been 
and that, as im acase under Dr. 
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varies in duration from a few 
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injurious result to be produced by this 


has succeeded well] in several instances 


i case I have related was u i 
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28th.—Is much better. Left : 
but is weak. He was able to 
in of rice a day. A; 
Sept. 11th. Hes worked for abo 
obliged to discontinue his employ 
ae Has got ai “ 
instep. Repeat mixture, r 
continue alo thea 
e did not attend again. The g . 
Previous lead colic ; epileptic atta connected ¥ 08 ¥ CL 
Casz 2.—W. G——, aged thirt i sopor, with which it alter- 
April 28th, 1866. Is a coachsmith tions. 
to do with lead in his business. a, recu 
men ion ; was laid up enty -fc 
resumed work, but seemed droopin body, . | 
pain in his abdomen. His friends g e of orc BT 
he had regained his ities. He lolence, 
touch of colic a month before admi mpsia ee 
had felt pain in his abdomen. A b habit 4] 
workplace after the colic occurred. t in th qi 
ch lasting fifteen m he teeth 
. On the 27th he hb ion. I af 
a.m. This morning neously 
ls were exceedingly ies to t ; 
On admission he v ysis is | 33 
getting conscious ; jarrence 
s net wee and re the pr: 
pr has ied ¢ ia or apoplexy ; often occur- 
its ecurred with such frequency 
beific gravity 1027 ; eptible. At the post-mortem a 
presenting tie yellowish, 
Li, regular, excited ; ebral tissue termed hyper- 
he. Is delirious ryri to be flattened and com- ; 
in. Appears ratio te the sulci; the ventricles ; 
in calomel and colod issue 
80, of good force. nd the volume inc It 
sulphate of lead has been 
ority of cases, however, the 
tottering on his leg ppreciable differences. The 
ually; the patient shows a 1s 
i for a few days looks like a 
om the 12th, when h leep.” The treatment recom- a 
a very slight blue lin rgative enemata, of flyi =? 
five grains of iodide and af. 
f potass, and an ou 
four or three times letailed to you I am inclined 
be um was of real service. You 
base 2) subj n para- 
although the blu Sg a 
: ell marked, yet his of a 
r success was 
the occurrence lege Hospital. a 
er too well to leave tbe given in ‘ 
at minute quay on 
a large ai 
the kitch 
y, did q 
ev 
ed one of e phenomena i 
simple and prev More extensively then in the Vn 
hey also differed materially, and, as it seems to 
ery instructive manner, from those which are gene- Ti 
, rved. Instead of his arms being paralysed, they 
wh bainted, and where the smell was | were affected with convulsions. These when I saw him were 
He himself had consulted me respecting 4 
during the morning hours of each day by tonic spasm. At 
pe wh eee these symptoms | same time the functions of the hemispheres and of the visual ; 
elf 3 in less than three hours in a very | centres were somewhat impaired ; he felt dull, and bad a mist e- 
he like of which I had never suffered before | before his eyes. Not only the nervous apparatus of the ee 
an carbonate of | but the entire voluntary motor was deranged, 
alls in the form of paint, which must prevent perturbation. The impairment of grasping power of the hands { 
same way as dust, I cannot tell. It is, how- | and of the faculty of speech, and the occasionally unsteady 
im some way or other it docs make its way | + British Medical Journal, Jan. 14th, 1865, == ti 
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as well as the quivering of the facial muscles, testify to 
extent as well as to the nature of the operat:on of the 
agent. No doubt can surely exist in any one’s mind 
Ese all all the above-mentioned phenomena were indications of 
enfeebled and deranged nervous action, and not in any wise 
of ‘increased nerve power. They were simply the equivalents 
of ‘the paralysis which in ordinary instances confines itself to 
drop. Why the poison in this case should have affected the 
nervous system so widely, instead of concentrating itself upon 
a small part, we cannot tell with an exactness. All that we 
know is that outwardly alike as several organs are in 
different individuals, they are often really very different in 
their vital susceptibilities, in their liabilities to be injuriously 
affected by extraneous substances. One organ persists in its 
ence which more or less deranges another. Bodily as mentall 
we ail have our weak points, and the tests and strains to whi 
weare and must be exposed find them out. 
wan forded by cate which Dr. Markham be limited 


inal system. 
May I not ask the chemical school if they can account for this? 
arms deserves to be noted. The t 
depensent on the freer circulation of in 
and in other parts, the small arteries more relaxed 
as the eir vaso-motor 
nerves by the musculo-motor apparatus. Perh inorganic 
Are is spasmedically contracted both in ole ad in 
palsy from lead, 
course) being affected in one case, and the arterial in the other. 
This, however, cannot be the sole cause of the motor disorder. 
If further proof were needed as to the nature of the convul- 
sions in the case I have cited, [ should refer to the remedies 
which availed so decidedly to obtain a nearly complete healing. 
Petr fm cod-liver oil, and faradisation are beyond all ques- 
tion tonic and recreative of nervous power when judiciously 
employed, and so they te, hey could 
not, indeed, restore to the system the resisting power which 
it had once and no doubt had exercised for many 
A brief exposure to the toxic influence soon reproduced 
} Alert but this could be no matter of surprise. The 
modification of vital resulting from the accumulated 
toxic effects of years of unwholesome toil could not be undone 
by afew weeks of counteraction. Bating, however, this in- 
evitable infirmity, the recovery was tolerably perfect. The 
lessons which J would have you to take away from our study 
of’ these cases are—(1) The different results which may ensue 
from the operation of the same cause in on stems ; 
ysis, as 
the ledentia and the roves ws (3) the 
sufficiency of a nervine tonic treatment in certain cases apart 
from eliminati 


ON AUSTRALIAN CLIMATES IN CONSUMP- 
TION. 


By 8. D. BIRD, M.D., L.R.C.P., 


HONORARY PHYSICIAN TO THE BENEVOLENT SOCIETY AND THE 
IMMIGRANTS’ AID SOCIETY, MELBOURNB. 


In the letter part of 1863 I published a work entitled, ‘‘ On 
Australian Climates, and their Influence in the Prevention 
and Arrest of Pulmonary Consumption.” In this work it was 
attempted to show that the voyage to the antipodes, followed 
by a residence in a suitable part of the Australian continent 
or islands, presented a more favourable prospect for the arrest 
of; tuberculous disease than could be obtained by any change 
of climate in the northern hemisphere. The book was tavour- 
ably reviewed in Tux Lancer andother British periodicals, 


intestinal coats (through their nerves, of | and 


forty and fifty such cases in my own private practice, which I 
will presently notice. I know of many more ts who, on 
arrival, found themselves so much improved that they con- 


no medical man, ond meny others who went uj the 


itt 


i 
i 


by ining t have been restored to 
more or less perfect health, either by voyage or by a sub- 
sequent in these colonies. It would be tedious 
detail each case. The following are good examples of the his- 


t. Mother and one sister died of 
and softening tubercle lung. 


tubercle. Stomach very irritable ; cough and dys- 


pneea excessive. Has lost weight ively from com- 
mencement of illness me till the in Mel- 


t time (August, 1 
so much as to be 866). 


He bes taken an office and 
into town in the morning (four miles) from abe 
dence. He went northwards during July and August of last 
winter ; but this year has not found it to move. In 
far wl, never saw a, 
case so far advanced r-cover so well. 
Mr. W. (Case 33), by 
Of phthisical family. Cavity in left 

high Standing. "Lett ng 

night - sweats. Arrived in 1865. He 
gained 21 1b. in weight on the voyage, and lost all his symp. 


SRB ee 


Po DR. S. D. BIRD ON AUSTRALIAN CLIMATES IN CONSUMPTION. [Jan. 5, 1867. 
both lay and professional, and also in the principal Australian 
newspapers, and has been the means of inducin ee g a considerable 
number of invalids to undertake the voyage. Three years 

| having now passed, sufficient time has elapsed to enable us to 
thee viows by dhe exper 
ese Views practical experience of results of the - 
of climate on phthisical pat 
| having already tried various European climates without good 
effect. I have been able to follow out the history of between 
Pathe fe 
The forty-seven cases noted in the annexed table were all 
persons in the middle and upper classes, upon whom no specially 
ore, was suddenly surprised during his work by the two | prejudicial influence was operating, and who lived here under 
middle fingers of the right hand dro . When I saw him, | pretty much the same conditions as in England, and will 
three mouths ater, the condition was unchanged he could ex. therefore give a fair and impartial view of the question in 
‘ tend the band on the forearm quite well, and all the fingers point. Of thee, it will be seen that twenty-two arrived here 
t nervous structures have been in these three cases. Ip all the | histories are as :—One died a few weeks after landing, 
: same poison is received into the blood; but in one the excitable | from pneumonia; he had old disease of the liver and albu- 
. districts and the hemispheres suffer, in another almost the | minous urine. Seven have benefited little, if at all, by the 
‘1 | change, the —— following its usual course. ~ have 
| gained flesh, are impro steadily. ve been 
| now following their ordinary avocations in this country, or have 
| sailed for England fit for all the duties and pleasures of life. 
i | phthisis: two of them died, one from old asthma and 
| Sisoaoe, the other from repeated attacks of hemorrhage and 
F) neumonia, ending in acute phthisis, the result of imprudence 
exposure ; two have advanced tothe third stage unchecked 
tories of both unsuccessful and successful cases :— 
| Mr. M. (Case 9), literary man, aged thirty. Sanguine tem- 
: t; rapid pulse ; occasional hemoptysis ; partial here- 
ditary. predisposition Arrived January, 1865. Fretted a 
| good deal at from home and business. 
in Improved a little for 
} | a time ; but sailed for England in April. Disease advancing. 
| Mr. A., professional, aged forty-two. Arrived February, 
| 1865. Emaciation and night-sweats excessive. Large cavity 
| | in left up a 
had previously taken in W 
" continued to improve up to the 
ible ; on right side bo mor 
eer pe audible beyond slight dulnese and prolonged expi- 
; ee ratory murmur. He has a hearty appetite; digests all kinds 
; Pe of food; gains steadily though slowly in weight; sleeps soundl 
| 
| 
| | 
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toms. In February, 1866, he rode on horseback fifty miles i 
one day into town, and I examined his chest. The left su 
i much flattened ; but I could detect 


ian region was v 


business in the winter. Limited tubercular deposit in left 
—. Gained 16 Ib. in weight in a few mouths after i 
(November, 1864), and felt in lect health. Got too 
blooded in January, 1866, and an attack of profuse hemor- 
rhage from the lungs. 1s now (August, 1866) in perfect health. 
Has been doing heavy bank work ever since he been 
except the three weeks during which he was laid up 


SYNOPSIS OF FORTY-SEVEN CASES OF PHTHISIS TREATED BY CHANGE OF CLIMATE 
FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO AUSTRALIA. 
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. @. 
. % 
36 
23. 
~§ Wes 
. 2 
26 
27 
2 
. 
25 
24 
. 32 
22 
22 
42 
24 
26 
37. 
31. 
“4 . 
23 . 
26 
30 
23 
3 . 
22 
18 


Partially phthisical 


isi same age ; attacked by similar symptoms himself. 
March, 1865. Improved thy = the voyage. 
for a time in an office ; but soon began to lose 
get a return of cough. Was then sent up the bush 
to a be been for twelve months in robust 
in spite of much fatigue, hardship, and exposure. 
Mr. F. (Case 5), draper, aged ewenty. Of well-marked 
aspect, but has no family history of the disease. 
as been ill - ae months. Arrived Nov. 1863. Consider- 
ably emaciated ; pulse 120; expectoration profuse and num- 
. ; complexion very pallid and sallow. Was in a state of 
intense nervous debility, with constant frontal headache and 
disgust of food. Did not improve on the voyage. Physical 


21), aged seventeen. An only brother died of 


Returned to England in four months. Disease 
. Restored to comparative health after twelve months. 
... Returned to England not imiproved after six months. 
froma ; tubercle 
... Complete 


a Complete recovery for six yeas ; partially relapsed now. 
Retarned to England ially improved after two months. 
we a i advancing after three months. 
” ” ” ” ” 
” ” ” ” 
“- at first ; disease ad ing after eight months. 
to health after thirteen months, 
twelve months, 
Two brothers; both advanced im phthisis. No improve- 
ment. 
: Complete recovery after thirteen months. A wonderful 


case. 
anergy: The rest of the family all died in 


land 


” ” ” ” 


. provement after one 
Complete recovery after five <a, 
Considerable improvement after eight months. 

signs: marked dulness in left upper lobe, with bronchial 

breathing and occasional loose riles ; gurgling and 

distinct in left supra-spinous fossa ; right upper lobe breath- 

sounds very feeble, with dulness ; lower lobes normal. After 
taking hypophosphite of potash and bitters, with cod oil and 

occasional alteratives, for a few weeks, he was so much im- 

proved that | sent him up the country to reside on a friend's 

station, and lost knowledge of him for some months. In Dec, 

1864 he called on me, but I did not at first recognise him; he 

had become ruddy and stout, and was in excelleut health. On 

examining his chest, I found that all distinctive morbid sounds 
had disappeared. He sailed for Scotland the following day to 
resume his business. 


Mr. R. (Case 6), law clerk, aged twenty-two. Arrived in 


n | = 
r. . (Case 4), i i aged thirt y- other i 
tysis three years in England, which obliged him to give up MOptysis. 
REMARKS. 
Good Architect Eighteen months under treatment. Restored to compara- al 
No part of the world suits him 
i i suits 
;: brother himself, came alone of a large a 
. Intensely phthisical Storekeeper ... family, eacaped. 7 
- Partially phthisical Banking... .. Completely restored to health by this climate. i 
. Good Shopman ” ” ” ” ” 
‘a - Partially phthisical Clerk ... .. Considerable improvement at first ; death ultimately. @ 
. Good Banking... ... Considerable insprovement after eighteen months’ residence. 
- Intensely phthisical Medicine... ... Complete restoration to health. ; 
. Partially phthisical Literary ... 
Decidedly phthisical Returned to England 
i isical None ... ... to not im ter two i 
Decidedly i Draper tee ” ” ” feven months. 
ily bat oft by England. 
a is fami t hi sw isis in 
. Intensely phthisical Broker ... Keeps pretty well years. 
.. Partially phthisical Clerk ... 
. Intensely phthisical pe 
Good see Merchant 4 
IN intensely pitbisical None... 
Decided isical Mercantile 
i isi Banking ... 
; a t almost useless from empyema. Is now in won- * 
. Partially phthisical Church ... ... Complete recovery after voyage. q 
Good Law... ” ” ” three years. 
. Decidedly phthisical ... ... No improvement after six months. j 
le i 
. Mercantile _ 
Mercantile _ 
un 


repeated 
congestion confinement to busi- 
ness. I strongly urged the propriety of a voyage to the Mau- 
ritius or the Cape and back, with a subclavian seton, which 
would probably have restored him ; but this was delayed and 
put off, till one evening he took a chill, pneumonia ensued, 
and the lungs broke = rapidly. Under more favourable con- 
Mr. H ged thirty. Femily history good. Spat 
r. H. (Case 7), irty. Family hi 
blood in March, 1 when dak in a bank 
Phthisical symptoms followed in ordinary course. Arrived in 
Melbourne Feb. 1865. Physical signs: dulness in left sub- 
clavian, with moist tu ar click, audible also behind ; left 
ey ae Has lost about a stone and a half in 
weight. | slightly on the voyage. In April he com- 
menced bank work in Melbourne, which was followed by in- 
creased cough and expectoration, with night-sweats. To take 
cod oil and a Band of gutta- seton intro- 
duced under left clavicle. April 15th: Much improved ; gain- 
ing flesh ; cough and expectoration have ceased ; feels better 
and 


In very good health, in spite of very sevére work, his bank 
being short-handed ; appetite excellent; weight about sta- 
tionary. March 10th: Seton came away. Aug. Ist: Has 
remained well in spite of being terribly overworked, but has 
lost flesh since the seton came away ; takes cod oil and hy 
phosphites for two or three weeks at a time, with et of 
symptoms quiet—should they recur, he will come at 
once for another seton, feeling the relief it gives him. This is 
a very instructive case. The patient has been living in Mel- 
bourne in the same contlitions, exaggerated, under w i 
tuberculous diathesis induced in London. Had his lot 
been cast in a country ict, inland, with open air employ- 
ment, I have little doubt that restoration. to ect health 
would have resulted from the first few months of residence in 


4 


cies, No counter-irritant, such as blisters, 
iodine, or croton oil, cou 
effect of the seton. The gutta- 
painless after the first couple of days, so far from weaken- 
og the patient (in ly selected cases), he usually, as in 
this case, steadily gains in weight and strength when it is in, 
and loses when it comes away. That the habit can be over- 
come as the need for it diminishes is seen from the increased 
interval of immunity from chest symptoms between each suc- 
cessive seton. f 

Cases 3, 20, 31, and 34 are specimens of a class of which I 

t England many years with all the symptoms of phthisis, 
and not only recovered in’ thie country but remained well w 
to the present time. However, to avoid fallacy, to which su 
histories are very open, I have preferred to notice these four 
only, in which, from the flattening and altered movements 
of the chest, former hem is, and (in three of the four) 
strong hereditary predisposition thisis, there can be no 
doubt that this disease formerly obtained a decided hold 
upon the patient. 

Tt will be remarked that the and residence in this 
to an in the cases of 

vanced phthisis mentio white others equally unpromising 
were restored to comparative or complete health, I can give 
no rule as yet for the selection of Proper or improper cases 
beyond the well-ascertained fact that sea voyage, almost 
without exception, benefits those cases of phthisis which are 
characterised by a tendency to active congestion and hwemo- 

ysis. 
Keend 24, and 27 I have little doubt that unfavourable 
mental influences were at work. 

Patients arriving here sometimes manifest great di int- 


some few days of summer are excessively 


i 
: 


u 


Some of my patients 
summer in the highlands of Tasmania, and winter 
barely ten weeks in duration, on the plains of the Murray or 
gorating climate of a mild temperature all the year. 
Elizabeth-street, Melbourne, Sept. 1966. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF CHOLERA BY 
STRYCHNINE. 


By GEORGE W. BALFOUR, M.D. 


the profession at any time, but must be specially interesting 
at the present moment, when we are still labouring under an 
epidemic most severe in its character, if not, as yet, very wide- 
spread in its dimensions. 
The bromides of potassium and ammonium, the chlorate of 
potass, and the saturated tincture of camphor, have all been 
tried without any marked success, and have left only the im- 
pression that as yet no advance has been made on former 
plans, and that the best treatment for cholera is still a large 
dose of opium early enough ; and God help those who pass 
into the stage of complete collapse, for then all human reme- 
diss seem alike useless. The treatment, however, which I 
am about to recommend may be used with great hope of suc- 
cess even in cases of the most complete collapse, and, even 
where not successful, it relieves the most painful symptoms— 
the cramps,—and remedies all the worst features of the dis- 
ease. It is, however, no new and hitherto untried remedy, 
for it was long recommended by M. Abeille, who states 
that it modifies advantageously and rapidly the ’ 
cholera by its influence on the sensitive nerves. In the al 
stage it excited reaction nineteen times out of tweaty- 
cases, and there were ten recoveries. : 
Though long lost sight of in this country, strychnine was 
es with marked success during a comparatively recent 
out of cholera in J by Assist.-surgeon W. Hensman, 
of the second battalion of the 20th Regt.; and the attention 
my brother, John Balfour, I.G., having been directed to 
he resolved to give it a fair trial in an outbreak of 
Leven, Fifeshire, where he is now in charge. He 
that he has seen nothing which so speedily relieves the 
symptoms, or gives hope of snatching many a 
ease from the verge of the grave. The cramps soon h 
purging and vomiting are mitigated, and in se 
which the pulse has been imperceptible for hours, it 
felt at the wrist, while the complexion changes 
rible dull-blue tint to the natural ey, A colour, 
being also generally secreted at once. e urgent sym 
are, in fact, rcamediately relieved, and though it does 
every case, this treatment holds out a fair prospect 
favourable returns under circumstances more propitions 
could be supplied in a small country town of 2700 inhabitants, 
with one medical practitioner to attend upon all the cholera 
patients, no hospital, and a defective supply of nurses. As it 
is, 15 out of 24 well-marked cases thus treated have died; but 
many of them would have succumbed under all circumstances, 
even to a disease less formidable than cholera, as three were 
two more above 
of the chest and 
greatly deficient in bodily 


between seventy and eighty years of 
sixty, another had long-standing disease 


ment that the climate does not come up to their idea of per- 
that a perfect climate 


fection on first landing, quite 


womb, and several others were 
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mame ehip with last case. ine temperament ; narrow | on our planet is an impossibility. A place which enjoys winters 
an ee had frequent ake at hemoptysis. * Mother of tropical mildness must of necessity suffer summers of tropi- 
phe enyeare Gained flesh and — on the voyage, | cal heat, and vice versd. The advantages which the southern 
and had no spitting of blood since ventan | ngland. Tubercle | littoral of Victoria enjoys above any other country in the 
in left apex, and probably right base. He improved tly | civilised world are—greater uniformity of temperature duri 
the year, combined with a tonic, ad air. “Although 
| ot, the averay 
| 
| 
i illness. July 19th: Seton has cut itself out; another intro- PO 
f id sounds audible ight dulness. Sept. 12th: Seton ; i ing wi 
i came away. Nov. 10th: Symptoms disposed to return; has Wearever tends bes increase our capability of coping with 
i, spat a little blood ; another seton introduced. Jan. 3rd, 1866; | 90 formidable a disease as cholera cannot be uninteresting to 
rath AS ave ever ope a even wi 
disadvantageous employment) the | He mischief may be quieted | 
and staved off by judicious counter-irritation till his naturally | 
4 1 constitation has outgrown its acquired tuberculous ten- | 
trength an 8 tte 
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of treatment adopted pkace 
blankets inapism is then applied over the w 


; @ large sinapism 
abdomen, and, in adults, left on for an hour. If the disease 
be not too far advanced, a drachm of laudanum is then admin- 
istered (chlorodyne was employed at fi 
irritating to the stomach), ice to suck is allowed ad libitum, 
cn quell quantities of soda water if desired. Should this 
effect, the patient is conducted to re- 
in the ordinary way; but should vomiting recur, or 


covery 

on, 
being employed containing one grain to the ounce, of 
a drachm and a half to two drachms is given to an adult 
the first dose, and subsequently a drachm every hour and a 
half or two hours, until the physiological effects of the drag 
(twitching. of the muscles) manifest themselves; these are 


The t¢ f the disease at Leven has been of th worst 
e type o ven e 

, attended by comparatively little vouulting and 
purging ; as a rule, the cramps not severe; but the pati 
struck down and sinking as from some overwhelming of 


where it does not cure, it always relieves the symptoms; and, 
2nd, though useful even in the most advanced stages of the 
disease, its action is not interfered with, but rather assisted, 
by the previous administration of opium, which the united 

of, I believe, almost all those medical men 
have had any experience of the di has shown to be 
most useful remedy in the earlier stages of cholera; for 


dace the same effects as double the quantity administered 
without opium. Were I to nazard a as to the modus 
eperandi of strychnine in cholera, it should be based on this 
correlation subsisting between it and opium, and I would say 
that as all the symptoms of cholera pse point to a cessa 
tion of all the acts of vital nutrition, and consequently of the 
circulation, throughout the frame, wholly independent of 
drainage by evacuation, and often most marked where there 
are no evacuations, depending apparently in such cases u 
the of being ah to the 
nervous system, and thus prevent that reflex action of the 
ponycom and cerebro-spinal systems on each other upon 
according to all our present knowledge, these vital acts 
seem to depend, so then our best hope of cure would 
to lie in some which should eo the 
sympathetic must continue to exert while life re- 
mains. In the earlier stages of cholera, and in less severe 
cases, opium, from its stimulant action on the cerebro-spinal 
system, is well calculated to attain this end, while its astringent 
action is rather an advantage in those cases in which the 
emanation. tends to. be ; the 
practical knowlege of thin and 
no is disease, manifestly inconsistent 
with the theory of zymosis and with all that we know of the 


expectations. 
THe HOUNTERIAN Oration. —Prof. Hilton, F.R.S., 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi et morborum 
habere, et inter 
se comparare.—Mone@seni De Sed. et Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Prowmium. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


A CASE OF PROGRESSIVE MUSCULAR ATROPHY 
FROM LEAD-POISONING. 
(Under the care of Dr. WiLxks.) 

Tue patient whose case is here related is still an inmate of 
the hospital. Her improvement, however, has been so steady 
and marked for some time past that there can be no object in 
delaying the publication of her case, which is one of peculiar 
interest. It chanced that we saw her whilst she was being 
admitted into the hospital, and the change which is now to be 
observed in her appearance is indeed remarkable. Our account 
of the case is partly derived from notes taken by Mr. Branford 


tirely disappeared, so finger thum an observer 
can be made te meet between the bones. The radius 


i 


Fes 
~~ 
Pet 
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attacks of hysteria; and she had not been in the house 

than six or seven weeks when her health became worse 

ever. She suffered from constant vomiting, abdominal 

ually increasing weakness in her extremities, 
i arms. 


ig 


“> 
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d 
lways accompanied by marked amendment. The subsequent PS 5 
treatment hitherto adopted has been the administration of a 
— and nourishing soups in smal! but increasing bw 
ies. It is believed, however, that the continuance of the 
strychnine in smaller doses and at longer intervals would be | 
more beneficial in the more dangerous and severe cases. As | 
it is, complete its in | 
whom the symptoms had been of the most deadly character, 
the pulse having been in some of them more than four hours 
absent from the wrist ; and in them no stimulants were ad- 
ministered, at least until convalescence had fairly set in. | oa 
The treatment of cholera by strychnine, then, eeems to bold Edwards, Dr. Wilks’s clinical clerk, and partly from our own 
cut a fairer prospect of success than anything hitherto tried, | observation. 
while it promises two t and eminent advantaves: Ist, even Amelia C——,, aged pe eee single, admitted on the yy 
on her back, ly plese, ti iterally 
appearance of very tn is wasted 
share in the atrophy, which, however, is — most 
ofall marked in the musics of the hand 
fingers are flexed, giving the characteristic — n's 
researches rown-Séquard, Bonnefin, and others have | appearance, the flasion bein of the phalan and not the 
Seen, and, when administered toge 
one-half of the ordinary dose of strychnine is sufficient to pro- : 
and ulna can be made out their > 
tinetly as though covered only by integument 
| Sout very condition. wested eve 
minal muscles that the spine can be 
the lumbar region. 
Her history is mainly derived ; 
| so clear as might be wished. It seems :: 
| to menstruate at fourteen, and at th y 
fat. She lived at home with ; 
| household work, and, although | 
| fair health. About five years 
| sustained a mental shock 
| to her 
| situati 
shane 
| Says, 
weake’ 
months 
history Of diseases of this class. in more advanced or more 
severe cases, strychnine, the most powerful cerebro-spinal e docto 
stimulant known, seems ry 4 that agent most likely 4 
to be useful, and I think that the facts I have just related : 
warrant my recommending it to my professional brethren as ‘ 
likely under favourable circumstances even to exceed their 
all power 
1865, she 
which ti 
'Thureday, Fobraary 14ch. ‘The annual courece of lectures | bowela, no action taking place for moath 
on Thursday, Fe 14 he annual courses of lectures | bo sometimes no action ce for a month. 
by Professors Huxley and Hancock will follow. was succeeded after some months by diarrhca, and she 
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passed her motions involuntarily. She never, however, lost 
control over the bladder. In this helpless, emaciated con- 
dition she lay, vomiting her food sometimes for weeks to- 
= until her admission into Guy’s pe mw in July, 1866. 
must be noted, however, that her condition at that time 
was not quite so bad as it had been in the January ing. 
There was, if anything, a little more power over the limbs. 
On examination, Dr. Wilks discovered a blue line along the 
margin of the lower gum, and a less distinct one on the u . 
On making inquiry into the possibility of exposure to | it 
was found that the water which she had been drinking came 
from a well close to the house, and was pumped up through a 
leaden pipe. It was surface water, and was soft, A 
tity was sent up for analysis, and Dr. Stevenson found 
that it contained a very minute amount of lead. It was ascer- 
tained that she had been living in one of two semi-detached 
each of which was supplied from the same well, but, 
owing to its position, there was twice the length of lead piping 
conducting the water into the adjacent house as into that 
which she occupied. The former was inhahited by a gardener 
and his wife, who had never suffered any ill effects. The 
latter contained, besides the patient, five persons: her sister 
and brother-in-law with three children. The only thing that 
could be learned about them was a doubtful history of 
weakness in one wrist of which the sister was understoud to 


The patient was ordered to take five grains of iodide of 
jum three times a day, and to be vanized (fara- 
ion) daily. For a month after admission she suffered 

much from looseness of the bowels and vomiting. The diar- 
rhea was apparently due to muscular relaxation. Under 
strong induced currents the flexor muscles were found to con- 
tract, but there was no action in the extensors. By slow de- 
the electro-motility of the muscles improved. On the 

Sih of September it is noted that ‘she is going on well; the 
mauscles are obviously increasing in size.” fa October she was 
able to be moved into another ward. She could use her hands 
alittle, but could not stand. She became able to write and 
employ knife and fork. In November she walked across the 
ward with the aid of a chair, On the 3rd of December she 
menstruated for the first time during two years. Rapid im- 
and when we saw 
a few days since she was able to walk about without 
assistance, her hands presented an which was 
Fon, ge She is still thin, but she has lost 
of frightful formerly belonged to 


which is confirmed by the finding of in the water con- 
sumed, and the presence of the blue line on the gums. 


A CASE OF HYSTERICAL PARAPLEGIA, 
(Under the care of Dr. W1LKs.) 


Not less ing, though from a different point of view, 
ig another case in the same ward with the last patient. In 
this, which is a good specimen of a very common class, the 
real. malady consists in a dormant state of the will. Some 
interesting remarks upon this subject will be found in Dr. 
Wilks’s paper on ‘Functional Di of the Nervous 
in the recent volume of Guy’s Hos: 

length of time during which the patient had : suff from 
her symptoms, and the rapid improvement when she was sub- 
treatment, make the case a very 

ing one, Our account is.derived from notes taken by the 
ward clerk, Mr. J. A. Sharp. 

E. C——., aged seventeen, admitted Dec. 3rd, 1866. She 
hawalways lived at home with her parents, and is the youngest 

one of a family of five. Nine years ago she had an attack 

of what her friends called colic, which lasted two weeks, Five 
ypere ag she had rheumatic fever. She had a second attack 
colic three years ago, which lasted three weeks. Six months 
later than this she was taken with pain in the left side and 
abdomen, which was increased on pressure and on attempting 
tositup. After six months there was a remission of the pain, 
which Taatert three months; then it returned, and has since 
been increasing and lessening in severity. Two years and five 
ago (one month after the commencement of pain in the 

side and abdomen) she lost the use of her legs, and was unable 
to sit up; and the pain in the abdomen was increased if she 
in any but the recumbent posture. The sensation of 


ing and trembling in them. Twelve months ago commenced a 
frequent barking cough; no ex ion. months ago 
she was mesmerised, and after this it was better for a short 
oe. Her bowels are very costive. When she first took to 


rally is healthy and well nouri ; the muscles of legs a li 
wasted ; ; 


complaining of pain in left side and abdomen ; 
attempts to raise or ob ber 


ordered her to be slightly faradised, not with the view of its 
being of any therapeutical value, but simply to occupy the 
patient’s mind with something. 

Dec. 8th.—With assistance she got up and sat in a chair 
some time without pain. The bowels not having been re- 
lieved for several days, Dr. Wilks ordered benaneguvn cue 


of the extract of nux vomica, extract of aloes, sulphate 
of iron, in a pill, to be taken night and i 
9th.—She again got up for a short time. less fre- 


quent and hoarse. 

10th. —Bowels relieved for the first time in ten days. 
13th.—Bowels again open; cough occasional, and has al- 
most entirely lost its hoarse barking character. 7 
14th.—Sits up several hours every day, and by holding 
on by a chair and pushing it along can walk several yards. 
17th.—The bowels are now relieved daily. To-day she sat up 
several hours, and with assistance wal about thirty yards. 


Has sufficient power in her legs to stand, but in walking re- 
quires something to steady her. She still feels pain in her 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

LARGE CHRONIC ABSCESS OF THE ARM; OBSCURE 
CEREBRAL SYMPTOMS ; DEATH; AUTOPSY. 
(Under the care of Mr. J. Pacer.) 

Tue peculiar head symptoms in the following case gave rise 
to the supposition, during the patient's life, that embolism 
had occurred in some portion of the cerebral vascular system 
in connexion with the abscess for which he was being treated. 
The autopsy, however, showed that his death arose from 


following notes :— 

George H——, fifty-seven, was admitted on Oct. 11th, 
1866, with a large ic abscess of the right arm 
beneath the major muscle. It was of ten 


from an injury, He was fairly 
i with the ex 
of the local mischief. There was no family history of ph 


or struma. 
On Oct. 12th the abscess was and about twelve 
in taj inj with iodi i no 


Nov. 2nd.—A deal of matter has been slowly draini 
ov. good 


now, on — asked a question, 
rectly, but only succeeds in getting through half the sentence, 
and then sto; 
(Mach thd tains: At night he is delirious. He re- 
covers his speech in the day time. 
5th.—The same slowness in answering. Expression vacant ; 
7 


was 
the legs was not lost, but she occasionally had a kind of twitch- 


5°. 
Slept well, and takes his fod fairly, On waking in 


At... 22 


; | she now passes seven days without a motion unless purgatives 
are administered. She hes very greet pein when motion. ie 
passed. The urine is retained in the bladder at will, and mic- 
turition is painful. Has menstruated regularly since thirteen 
years of age, but the quantity of discharge has always been 
small. Appetite capricious, but food taken in small quantities 
is easily digested. 
. Condition on admission.—The appearance of the bod 
ttle 
re- 
A sonant ; good respiration on both sides; lies constantly on her 
Progress of case, and treatment,—On Dec. 6th Dr. Wilks 
complain 
| 
Dr. Wilks believes the case to be one of Lag gr wie mus- 
cular atrophy from lead. ‘The insusceptibility of the extensor 
muscles to the induced current favours this 
| Mr. Humphry, the house-surgeon, has obliged us with the 
| | 
and bel da drai be passed through 
: and below, and a drainage-tu rough. 
3rd.—Slept well, but to-day, when in the middle of a sen- 
. tence, he stops and does not finish, as if unable to manage his 
; | words. His articulation has been perfect up to this time, but 
| 
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MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 
‘TREATMENT OF ACUTE ORCHITIS BY THE ALTERNATE 
APPLICATION OF HEAT AND COLD. 

(Under the care of Mr. Nuww.) 

Iy private practice there is, in the treatment of gonorrhea, 
no complication so much dreaded by the surgeon as that of 
swelled testicle; especially since the occurrence of the disorder 
of the testicle is too frequently attributed to some fault of 


ginated the very active plans of treatment often pursued in 
such cases. Whether surgical pathologists are strictly correct 
in teaching that the inflammatory action is limited to the 


vascular structures of the scrotum have also an impor- 


equal! 
chase ta the Mr. N employs 
‘the alternate influence of hot and cold-water in overcoming 


ly in the later ~ the affection, 
ping only in ° when ten- 
-derness has in a great measure su 


tincture of sesquichloride of iron three times a day. 
days the symptoms were greatly relieved. His stay 


‘in the hospital was twenty-one days, owing to the continuance 
of =f eeeea i 4 The testicle was strapped on the 
Sth of June 


Casx 2. (No. 153 in .)—W. P——, aged twenty- 


three, was admitted on 27th of June last, with acute 
orchitis and He was ordered a hot bath with cold 
douche daily, and a compound copaiba draught. 

On the 4th of July he-was discharged cured. The date of 
attack was June 2ist. Stay in ital seven days. 

Case 3. (No. 236 in Register.) 
Sone aan Four leeches and a 


and contraction of the vessels in or 
near the inflamed 
—eorpuscles 


suffered from pain in the left knee, attended by sw 
accompanied by m pain, which was, ever, 

when the limb was kept at perfect rest. In spite of the reme- 
mately decided, 


appeared to be the seat of the disease. 
ever, proved incorrect ; for the disease was cancerous, and 
. H—— ; age notrecorded. | involved the condyles of the femur, in which it evidently had 


occupied ~ a tense elastic tumour, of the size of a child’s 


g rapidly. and 
hemorrhage, and very painful. The poor girl was exsanguine 
and emaciated, and unable to sleep or eat. 

idevati 


patient is placed in a hot bath ; after six or ten 
minutes a current of cold water is directed on to the testicle 
by means of an india-rubber tube for a minute or two. The 
parts are again heated, and the application of the cold water 
is repeated in a similar manner three or four times. An lmost 
immediate sense of relief is the usual result. 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
A OASE IN WHICH THE SPLEEN WAS LACERATED AND 
NUMEROUS RIBS BROKEN BY A STREET ACCIDENT ; 
DEATH ON THE SIXTH DAY FROM BRONCHITIS. 

(Under the care of Sir W. Frerevsson.) 


A max, forty years of age, was recently brought into the 
hospital, having been run over by « van, a wheel of which 
passed over his richt leg, left bip, and left side of teak. On 
admission he was much collapsed, his breathing gasping, and 
apparently accompanied by much pain. Al! the ribs on “the 
left side and three or four of those on the right were found to 
be broken. During respiration, as the right side of the chest 
expanded, the left appeared to fall in. He gradually recovered 
from the shock, but was attacked with bronchitis, and died six 
days after the accident. 

The autopsy showed all the left ribs, ex 
twelfth, broken in two 


the eleventhand 
the points of fracture being at 
about an inch and a half from the ges of the bone with 
the and an inch in front of the angle. The sixth and 
tenth were fractured in addition, about one inch behind the 
angle. On the right side the six upper ribs were fractured in 
one place only. The sternum was also fractured obliquely 
near the junction of the manubrium with the shaft. The costal 
pleura was unimpaired on both sides. There was slight effu- 
sion of blood beneath the pulmonary pleura of the left lung. 
The capsule of the spleen and its substance, to the depth of 
one-third of an inch, was ruptured, and something likea pound 
of blood had escaped into the peritoneal cavity, a cay 
having collected between the bladder and rectum. A Jayer of 
lymph lined the edges of the rupture, and the neighbouring 
substance was hardened. The rupture extended for about two 
inches. There were no signs of peritonitis. The liver and 
kidneys were healthy and 
The unusual prolongation of life after such severe injuries 

makes the case worthy of record. 


ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 
AMPUTATION AT THE HIP-JOINT FOR MALIGNANT 
DISEASE OF THE THIGH. 

(Under the care of Mr. Le Gros Ciaxk.) 

We have recorded several successful cases of amputation at 
the hip during the past year, and have now to add one in 
which the operation was resorted to in a patient whose thigh 


having 
elling, for 
the 


after a consultation, to excise the joint, which 
The diagnosis, how- 


Amputation was 


ith 
performed, with a long 


became painful and swollen, and she was readmitted on 
The lower part of the amputated thigh was then 


growing ing ulceration 


the agen answering questions readily. No facial d | 
a great quantity of offensive pus. — 
from a ‘ongue very dry, on 
its dorsum ; skin hot; pulse 96, regular. Drainage-tube re- 
9th.—In a state of coma. Evacuations passed unconsciously. 
contracted. 
Oth.—Died at seven a.m. in this state. 
Autopsy, thirty-seven hours after death.— Membranes of 
brain much congested on the upper surface of the great hemi-_ 
a. Substance of the brain normal as to firmness, &c. | 
the under surface of the brain, studded ali over the mem- | 
branes, were numerous hard tubercles; on the left Sylvian , 
fissure —_ they were closely packed, with considerable | 
amount 0 oat. No clot could be found in 
of the cerebral arteries, although these were closely examined. | 
management. The severity of the pain and the “‘sympa- 
thetic” disturbance of the general system have doubtless ori- 
epididymis, or not, it can scarcely be denied that the ‘‘ sym- 
pathetic” phenomena have “gm! relation to the nerve- | 
supply of the body of the testis i , or are such as would 
result from violent impressions on the body of the testis. The 
pain of ordinary swelled testicle is very variable. In some | 
cases the distress is great ae in the loins; | 
in other cases the pain is chiefly referred to the crural branch | 
of the genito-crural nerve ; but in all cases swelling is the re- | 
‘markable symptom. The swelling greatly depends on effusion | 
‘into the tunica vaginalis, though of course the highly vascular 
and abundant connective tissue of the epididymis and the | PEE ee 
‘was admitted on the 30th of May last, under the care of Mr. | 
‘Num. He had swelled testes one week ; gonorrhcea three 
“weeks. No sickness nor pain in the loins. Ordered to have a 
‘hot bath with cold douche over the testicle daily; half-drachm | had been amputated eight months previously. 
- doses of E. B——, aged twenty-one, in service, was admitted imto 
In two St. Thomas’s Hospital on August 29tn, 1865. She had been 
| in attendance for a considerable time as an out-pati 
; 
| 
ite origin. [EEE therefore 4 
; anterior flap, which had been raised for the proposed resec 
. The pati = 0 aoe twice a day by Mr. Nunn. The stump turned out remarkably well, and the patient left § 
atient was the hospital to proceed to Margate on Feb. 13th, 1866. 
. = eke days. The testicle was strapped She was benefited at first by the change; but soon ‘the } 
was stum 
The beneficial influence of alternate eto of heat and | A my } 
; cold probably depends on the removal of the condition of stasis 
J | 
betituted f 
“are substitu or inflammatory processes. 
The method of applying heat and cold to the testes is as | to amputate at the hip-joint, and the operation was performet, 
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1838 was referred to, and the preparation which had been lent 
to Mr. Heath by Mr. Fearn before presenting it to the Hun- 
terian Museum was shown. Here also a cure was effected, 


the sac patent dying manly 
used by 


and narrow knife was 


‘under chlorofurm, on May 8th. A 
ttle below the anterior 


passed through the thigh, entering a 
Aeron the ilium, and making its exit a little in front of the 

tatberosity of the ischiam. A long 

- tained, and immediately it was raised the femoral artery was 

secured. The dislocation completed, 

almost directly backwards and the 


anterior flap was thus ob- 
four months after the second 


the knife was carried 


part of the subclavian and the cemmon 
ardrop, Fearn, and Wickham, all tied the 


lary, after having na poaviomly 
the first part the sub- 


clavian and the carotid simultaneously, and death ensued from 
to the ri being cut 


accomplished. There was very little blood lost, and the wound 
metallic sutures, The shock of the 
tion was very little felt, whilst the relief from gy - 
disease soon told favourably on the 
TBomsiderkble portion of the wound healed by 
In July last she was well, ha’ 
and being entirely free, at that tin time, from 


was soon, closed with 


ving gine and 


softeni: of the brain, owi 
any indication of a b ie 


closed by disease. 


irty, who had had 
innominate aneurism fer four months, for which 
to tie the carotid artery, but : sem 
had refused it. She was taken to the Lambeth In 
towards the end of October, 1865, spitting blood ; and, and, being 
found to be the subject of innominate aneurism, was transf 
to the Westminster Mr. Heath, the l4th 


of November, 1865 


tumour at the inner end of the right clavicle, Je, thrusting the 
the inter-clavicular notch. The 
e clavicle and slightly towards the 


bone forward and filling 
extended above 
mastoid, and a faint bruit existed at the 


lower part. 


t was unable to assume the horizontal position — 
yspneea, and there was some difficul 
was smaller than the 

an innominate aneurism, and 

Ha the right subclavian artery 


t common carotid 


has been Ths 


~~ work it with one foot. She manages by this to earn a li 


| The ne t radial 
The disease was considered to 
Mr. Heath tied the third 
(beyond the scalenus), 


Pelton inthe the 


Mr. Millikin of Southwark-street, has constructed for 


diminished in size and its 


came awa’ — 
y 
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and the 


A CASE OF ANEURISM OF THE ARTERIA INNOMINATA, SUCCESS- 
PULLY TREATED BY THE SIMULTANEOUS DELIGATION — 


The remained in hospital perfectly 

the ef March, when che wee 

with pulsation still present in the tumour, but to a 

than before, and the tumour much diminished in size. 

was taken to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital on the 8th of 

April by the police in a partially insensible condition, result- 
drink, and remained there a short time. On the 15th 


OF THE SUBCLAVIAN AND CARUTID ARTERIES. — 


BY CHRISTOPHER HEATH, F.R.C.S., 
ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO AND LECTURER ON ANATOMY AT THE 
WESTMINSTSR HOSPITAL. 

the of his some re- 
peration for aneurism, 
Sin should be drawn between Brasdor’s and 
i since in the latter branches intervened between 


til Au duri which time the tumour once or twice 
un gust, ring 


and the apeurism, which was not the case in 


It subsided again, however, 
ve treatment, and when she left the 
the same as when she entered 


He considered that Ws 8 operation was 
likely to induce the fibrine, on account of 
, through the sac, than Brasdor’s, 
which tended to stagnation of the blood in the sac, and the | it. 
consequent formation of soft or 
and break down, as 
cases of distal of 
one main trunk, whether ar 
cure an innominate Aneurism ; 
* and even when the subclavian and its branches were occluded 
: disease the aneurism made 


- been sufficient to arrest 


as in a case under 
was exhibited. Mr. seen on making comparison 
ration. There was no bruit tobe detacted, nor any 


sound in connexion with the heart. 


Davies, a drawing 
eath agreed with Mr. Erichsen that the simultaneous arrest 
of the circulation thro 


the two main tranks, 


was able to 


to take her food well, and to about without 
y distress. There is no doubt that when drank and excited 


of blood, offered tbe of 
an unpublished case com- 
‘aul Broca, in which that 
surgeon had tied the subclavian artery for innominate aneurism 
whose carotid was already obstructed, and in 
_ whom the aneurism was filled with laminated fibrine, 
left for the blood ; and thus a cure was effected. 
well-known case of double ligature in 1836 and 


two-thirds of the su 
- guccess ; and this was illustrated 
municated to the author 


aS Na cen Gone DY a recen nat it Dad 
 Mumerons large circular and oval nuciel, with sharp outline, 
~Oeontaining one or two clear nucleoli; the majority of the 
‘nuclei. free, but some clustered in masses, and a 
_ granular stellate cell. These cell-structures lay in the meshes 
/ 
“good of granular matter. 
~~ “A note was taken on August 15th, when the girl still 
) comtinued well, and had grown quite plump, with a healthy 
i » olour in her cheeks. 
At the present time (Jan. Ist) the girl remains robust and 
: . hhealthy. A sewing machine has been provided for her out of 
the hospital ‘‘Samaritan Fund,” and 
I 
i an artificial limb, which was contrived in the following ma 
- mer :—A cast was taken of the buttock, on which was mould 
“@ leather seat. This extends upwards to the side of 
patient’s pelvis, and is retained in situ by a shoulder-brace and 
waist-belt. Attached to the under part of the seat is an iron Fight telnporal ald 
support, which receives and secures the usual nperature of the arm was main- 
. am ordinary wooden leg. With the aid of this she is able to | tained. No he symptoms manifested themselves. On the 
"move about comfortably, and it is thought that ultimately she | third day slight pulsation was detected in the brachial artery, 
~ ‘will be able to dispense with her crutches and substitute a | and the patient was able to lie down with perfect comfort. 
__ Stick. On the fourth day the right radial pulse was detected, the 
ee — in the tumonr was less distinct, and no bruit was to 
heard. 
eighteenth he 
closed. As swelling about the tumvur disappeared it 
became evident that there was a perforation in the upper part 
here was its a The acetate of was 
administered so as fully to affect the system, but without any 
asm result; and the application of an ice-bag over the aneurism 
SSS CS éST7T 
he ligature With considerabie Cons 
rie 
sp 
; owards the end of August she was taken to St. George's 
{¥ ospital in a semi-conscious state, with great difficulty of 
; eathing, but only remained there two —_ Nothing more 
as heard of her until the 8th November, when, being arrested 
: Ir intoxication, she was sent to the Westminster Hospital. It 
s then found that the tumour had decidedly diminished 
ce she left that institution in March. The pulsation was 
the 
she has attacks Ol and accounts PT 
; | various hospitals ; when sober she is quite comfortable. The 
t patient was introduced at the Society. 
] In illustration of the case, several enlarged diagrams of the 
characters ‘ re as shown by the sphygmograph, and 
taken by Dr. were exhibited. 
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That is, when the patient is otherwise in 
but suffere much from dyspnea, and 


side might be considered, but in any case 
rather as palliative than as curative. Mr. 


filaments, produce a like result in man. 
Mr. Hearn, after thanking Mr. Holmes for 
some way in which he had spoken of his 
ment pursued, remarked that Mr. Wardrop had 


ing 
as aneurisms of the 


Fé 
aR 


size of the aneurism.” With regard to the 
i. Mr. Heath said he had no 
ieved it to have been the fact, and 
noticed when the pulse on the right side became 
the i Mr. Fearn’s case hardly i 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 
Tue session of the Pathological Society (1865-66) has been 
the condition of the Society's affairs enabled the Council to pre- 
dict in presenting their last report. It was stated in that 
that the number of annual subscriptions which had been received 
ever yet attained. the present annual account, however, 
the receipt of 314 annual subscriptions is acknowledged, as 
number of fees admissions has also risen from 27 to 35. 
Thus it is seen that the number of the Society’s members con- 
tinues steadily on the increase. 
Nor will it be denied by those who have taken part in the 
session which has just terminated, that the activity and exer- 
tions of the 


a 
interest. It is ones of 
of a volume whic like this, 1 be 


of the ical Society, should so y exhanst 
disposable fui The Council have on this account taken into 
renewed consideration the possibility of obtaining a place of 


meeting without the great expense to which they are put for 
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j 
In an appendix the author gave the details of M. P. Broca’s | Heath’s patient, he said that, as the arm had been iysed, 
unpublished case of of the aubelntion altery tar dhe howe 00 low ht 
minate aneurism, and also a table of the various cases of distal| Dr. Pavy thought that the cause of death in Mr. Fearn’s } 
ligature for aneurism of the root of the neck which have been | patient's case might fairly be called an accidental one. If i; 
recorded. of the or the vertebeal artery, be. 
Mr. Hotmes said that he was glad to have the opportunity | jured experimentally in animals, pleurisy is certainly pro- . 
of bearing his testimony to the very gavtyng success ob- | duced, and the extension of an aneurism would, by pressure 
tained in this case, which he thought Mr. cath had acca- | 
rately described as unique in the annalsof surgery. He wished | he very hand- 
to defend the accuracy of the views in his article on aneurism 1 
in the ‘‘System of Surgery” from ‘the imputations which Me. | } 
- Heath appeared to cast u them. In fact, however, Mr. | one case of innominate aneurism by the distal 
Heath, while sayi that be somewhat ta the dark” as 
the propansio mate Sor ion in these cases of supposed lower part of the carotid 5 
innominate aneurism, in bis remarks, these latter cases, however, was usually included i 
completely vindicated the accuracy of the statement in the | operations, because in the other the carotid was found still ‘ 
ee .” The operations proposed were really | pervious after death. He had nut entered into details of ; 
as stated. irst, the simultaneous ligature of the com- other cases of innominate aneurism in his paper for fear of 
mon carotid and first part of the subclavian, as necessitated tao ; bat there was no question thet, ih olf 
by a logical following of the proposal known by Brasdor’s | the cases at least in which two vessels been tied, the 4 
name, and as shown by Mr. Heath diagnosis had been correctly established. Mr. Heath quite : 
Rossi's operation. This operation | allowed that cases of innominate aneurism might go on for ; 
as too dangerous to be justifiable, a | months under careful treatment, but Wun rtanately happened q 
which dose not seem to hold out su | into the trachea or elsewhere. He alluded to the of a 
justify the risk to which it exposes | Dr. Davies’ case and to two specimens which he had ex- 4 
the ligature of the carotid and thi | hibited at the Pathological Society, in one of which the a 
Before Mr. Heath’s case this dout aneurism burst into the trachea, and in the other into the a 
practised at a considerable interva posterior triangle of the neck. With regard to the question q 
Operations, and Mr. Fearn’s was th of the of the 4 
was claimed ; but his account was ture, Mr. Heath believed it to be impossible to give a i 4 
_ Mr. Holmes to doubt the reality answer. In the majority of coses the tumour immediately , 
: peaperetion 20m before the Society showed, however, that as | diminished (and a so in Wardrop's cases); but occa- F 
as the disease in the innominate artery went it had been | sionally it increased. He was content to quote Broca’s own 
_ arrested, and probably soundly cured, and the pressure upon words, which are :—‘‘I confess that I know no theory capable 
_ the trachea and threatened bursting into that tube obviated, | of explaining why Brasdor’s operation has the immediate DB 
- So that the life of the patient was saved for the time. But | effect of sometimes increasing and sometimes Siminishing ing the 
. aorta partook largely in the disease, that, therefore, though | ) . .~ 
life had for the time been saved, the disease could not be said | fference was : 
in strictness to be cured. So in Mr. Heath’s case also. His | perecptible .. 
- great a doubt there was as to whether aorta was or was | Pavys theory of pieurisy, which was no doubt a correct one, 
~ not the seat of disease in this woman, and his perfectly for the pleurisy in that case resulted from a direct injury to. 
. showed also that the disease is far indeed from being cured, Mr. Sotiy adverted to the age of the patient and to the ei 
though its progress towards the trachea and towards the | traumatic origin of the aneurism—the patient had fallen out . 
nervous cords forming the plexus had been arrested. But | of a window. This would be a guide to the propriety of ei 
it is well known that these tubular aneurisms or aneurismal | operations in future cases of aneurism. “ay 
- subclavian arteries, will go on sometimes for an i ite eee 
Beriod without material alteration, and that the sacciform gs 
. dilatations or buds projecting out from them (like that in Mr. 1 
_ Fearn’s case) will sometimes, and perhaps not very infrequently, 
spontaneous cure. Instances of these events were eee a 
from the recent practice of St. "s Hospital. 7 
_ Fisk of finding the arteries di where ex for opera- | * 
even the also, and the possibility of spontaneous cure, | § 
or cure by appropriate regimen, it seems pradent not to under- | 3 
_ take these operations without the gravest consideration, and | ag 
in circumstances which can but rarely preseut themselves. a 
_ Perhaps the best indication for operation would be the relative | ; 
| amount of pressure on the trachea com i with that of the a 
ms, 
likely to die rupuure of the abeurism in 
ion, the question of arresting it by ligature of the el 
of the right 
concluded by congratulating Mr. Heath on the success | : ee 
ation of a of the object for which it was the its “4 
; + "on to have sa or at prolonged, the wth in numbers and tation. a 
| ife. Thich the Counoll have eneccioned on the annual 
; as to the effect that the left radial pulse was 102 and not only much larger than its predecessors, but congaining also ; 
l gut 96. He could not understand how, the heart being of permanent value and 
) rime cause of the circulation, the pulse-rate could be | regret that the expenses 
. different on the two sides. He asked if the observation of worthy of the reputation 
the two pulses had been made at the same time. R 
Mr. BARWELL the heart was set the conce of 
i the pulse, and all; to a case in which he had found the . 
pulse-rate different on the two sides. Referring to Mr. e 
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or admission into the 


Burlington House, t the Council tertain a sanguine hope that 
request may be granted. 

The alterations in the rules for living 


exhibiting specimens, 

vand the rule as to specimens which are not ted when 

‘called for in their turn, have been found to work well, and 

have, it is hoped, quite remedied the slight inconveniences 

which had been felt in former sessions. They have been 
printed on the yearly cards. 

Another which has lately been discussed by the Society, 

y them to the Council, is the appointment of a 


ut they treet soon to be able to bmit the and 
lations of this committee for the approval of the Society. 
In conclusion, the Council beg to hand in the treasurer’s 
—_ of which the following is a summary :— 
he total income of the Society was £464 6s. 6d., and the 
eS £518 19s. 8d., exclusive of £100 invested in the 
The balance in hand at the commencement of the ses- 
bm was £122 19s. 114d., of which £100 was thus invested, so 
“that there is at present due to the treasurer £31 13s. 24d. The 
annual incvme is made up of the following items :— 
Sale of Transactions ..._. £4 
‘Dividends on the sum of £422 6s. 6d. stock, 
an increase of £113 15s. 2d. stock on 
the sum he last year 
Entrance and composition fees, and sub- 
scriptions... . 429 9 0 
‘The last item shows a very great increase on any previous 


Thus it that the income of the Society, both from 
“subscriptions and investments, is increasing, and although the 
expenditure this year has exceeded the income, it ought in fair- 
mess to be taken into account that this expenditure includes an 
item of £30 for the printing and binding of fifty copies of 
volume xv., a volume which has a fair oo nt d the printing 
of which may therefore be regarded as a eel invest- 
ment. The large expenditure on volume xvii., which has 
amounted to £339 6». 6d., will also, it is believed, prove re- 
munerative, for the Society now prints 500 copies instead of 

450, and is, therefore, in a position, so far as the three last 
volumes are concerned, to meet the numerous demands which 
are constantly made for its publications. This being the case 
the Council see no reason for discouragement, though the 
balance of expenditure has for once been accidentally against 

the Society ; and if they succeed in getting quit of Ths ereah great 
charge for rooms, they will be enabled to devote a still ry wed 
proportion of the a to the legitimate purpose of 
proving the yearly volume. 


amd Waties of Books. 


‘On Inhalation asa means of Local Treatment of the Organs of 
by Atomised Fluids and Gases. By HERMANN 

Berert, M.D., L.R.C.P.L., Assistant-Physician to the 

Metropolitan Free Hospital, &c. 8vo, pp. 200. London: 

Robert Hardwicke. 1866. 

We have heard a great deal lately ot a science of inhalation. 
‘The great interest which was excited by the researches of 
Sales-Girons and others on the inhalation of atomised fluids 
has stimulated numbers of practitioners to the cultivation of 

what is termed in scientific slang ‘‘ pneumatic medicine.” 

Dr. Beigel does not disguise his strong partiality for the ad- 
ministration of remedies by the way of the lungs; but he care- 
fully avajds any attempt to claim a universal application for 
it. A description has already appeared in our columns of the 

modifications of Siegle’s atomizer which Dr. Beigel uses, and 
rwhich is very convenient as affording a screen that keeps the 
«spray from the face and dress, and only allows it to enter the 
mouth; and with the exception of a very convenient portable, 
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nothing requiring notice as regards the instruments he em- 
ploys. 

The drugs used by Dr. Beigel are as follows :—-1. Nitrate 
of silver, which is recommended for inflammatory conditions 
of the and larynx. 2. Nitrate of aluminium (in- 
troduced by Dr. Beigel), which is said to be very useful in 
nervous affections of the trachea and larynx. 3. Tannin is a 
good astringent in some inflammatory states, especially in 
chronic catarrhs. 4. Alum acts in very much the same way. 
5. Sesquichloride of iron is a good styptic in hemorrhages. 
6. Acetate of lead is sometimes useful in inveterate catarrh. 
7. Sulphate of zinc, which is used in small doses in chronic in- 
flammation of the air-passages, &c. 8. Common salt is useful 
in a large number of cases, but is especially beneficial in.all 
stages of phthisis. 9. Tincture of opium, which has long been 
well known as a lung-medicine of good efficacy. 10. Liquor 
- | arsenicalis, a very useful remedy for asthma. 11. Pure water, 
cold or warm, or even as hot as the patient can bear it, some- 
times does much good in inflammation or in paralysis of the 
larynx. 12. Glycerine (recommended by Demarquay), as 
soothing the inflammatory irritation of the pharynx, and to 
destroy the fetor of some diseases of the pharynx and palate, 
and recommended also by Scott Alison in laryngitis and tra- 
cheitis, with hoarseness or loss of voice. 13. Lime-water, re- 
commended as a solvent of diphtheric membranes. 14. Finally, 
Dr. Beigel makes the surprising assertion, that (with some 
modifications of his instrument) cod-liver oil can be more effec- 
tually and beneficially given by the lungs than by the stomach ! 
As for the mechanical possibility, surprising as it is, we can 
hardly dispute it in face of Dr. Beigel’s direct experience ; but 
we should greatly doubt the comparative advantage of the plan. 
However, the mere fact that so apparently intractable a sub- 
stance can be inhaled at all is a proof that the atomising pro- 
cess has gone a long way already. 

Besides atomised fluids, Dr. Beigel refers to his employment 
of volatile chemicals and-gases. We must say that we think 
he does some injustice to the value of the former, which cer- 
tainly yield very reliable results when used in appropriate dis- 
eases. On the other hand, he takes up the oxygen controversy 
decidedly as a partisan of the medicinal value of that gas. 
He does not, indeed, make nonsensical statements about its 
power to cure phthisis. But he assigns it a real value in re- 
lieving some of the distressing symptoms of asthma, of ad- 
vanced consumption, chronic bronchitis, anemia, Bright's dis- 
ease, and chlorosis. He regards it as decidedly contra-indicated 
in inflammatory conditions. We do not expect that practi- 
tioners generally will assent to Dr. Beigel’s high estimate of 
oxygen ; still he is no doubt supported to some extent by the 
recent observations of Demarquay and others, and it is desir- 
able that a fair hearing should be given to his opinion. It is 
instructive to note that Professor Trousseau’s judgment of the 
effects of oxygen inhalations in tuberculosis (under the skilful 
hands of Demarquay) is decidedly unfavourable. 

Altogether the work is deserving of the perusal of all -prac- 
titioners, and will, doubtless, help to make the profession 
familiar with a very important auxiliary mode of treatment. 
Dr. Beigel is entitled to she credit of having helped much to 
simplify the process and instruments of inhalation, so as to 
put it within the reach of all medical men, and of all but the 
poorest patients. 


OUR LIBRARY TABLE. 


The Student's Text-book of Electricity. By M. Noap, 
Ph.D., F.R.S., F.C.S., 
Hospital, &c. Small 8vo. pp. 519. London: Lockwood and 
Co, 1867.—Clear, compendious, compact, well-illustrated, 
and well-printed, this is an excellent manual. Both theoreti- 
eally and practically it brings the student as well abreast of 
the advanced electrical knowledge of the day as is compatible 


or “traveller's” atomizer, which he now describes, there is 


with a text-book. Whereall is good and carefully written it 


“the present rooms. 
mented to the Board of Works —_ 
rooms at Burlington House. s the accommodation whicl 
‘this Socie equires can be afforded without displacing, o 
i ‘mitted to the Society as being examples of ‘‘cancer.” Thy 
5 | opressure of the necessary annual business at this period of th4 
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is not easy to elect for special commendation ; but, as referring | 


to subjects which are attracting an unusual amount of interest 
at the present time, the chapters on magneto-electricity and 
electric telegraphy may be commended in particular. As of 
special interest to the medical student, it may also be noted 
that the chapter on electro-physiology, altuough brief, is com- 
prehensive. 
“The.Sea and its Living Wonders: a Popular Account of the 
Marvels of the Deep. By Dr.G. Hanrwic. Author of ‘The 
Harmonies of Nature,” and “The Tropical World.” Third 
Edition. Svo, pp. 518. Longmans, Green, and Co. 1866.— 
This is a popular work, full of instructive and interesting 
facta. The present edition is enriched by much new matter 
and additional plates. Chapters have been added on marine 
constructions and caves ; those on the jelly-fishes and polyps 
have been re-written ; and the portion of the book devoted to 
fishes, crustaceans, microscopic animals, and the phoshores- 
cence of the sea has been considerably enlarged. This work is 
especially to be commended to the lounger at the sea-side. 
The Nervous System. By Lupovic Hirscureip, Doctor of 
Medicine of the Universities of Paris and Warsaw ; Professor 
of Anatomy to the Faculty of Medicine of Warsaw. Edited 
in English by ALEXANDER Masox Macpoveat, F.R.C.S. 
With artistically coloured lithographic illustrations, designed 
by J. B. Léveillé. Part I. Churchill and Sons.—Editor and 
publisher alike deserve the thanks of the profession for the 
publication with an English text of Hirschfeld and Léveillé’s 
exquisite and unrivalled illustrations of the nervous system. 
Mr. Macdougal has done his part of the work well, and the 
plates show no deterioration from the original French edition. 
A great advantage of Hirschfeld and Léveillé’s book, as com- 
pared with many works of anatomical illustrations, is its handy 
size. The publication of the book in parts is a judicious con- 
cession to the purses of the ion, which will no doubt 


be properly appreciated. The first part is devoted to the 


encephalic and spinal dura mater and spinal arachnoid. 

A Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. By AtFrep Swaine 
Tiyior, MD., F.RS., F.RC.P., &. Eighth Edition. 
Churchill and Sons.—This is strictly a manual, and is meant 
more particularly for students and junior practitioners. Dr. 
Taylor's former edition has been, as it were, put into two 
forms—a larger one with details of cases, and this manual, in 
which such details are omitted. At the commencement of the 
manual are two chapters on evidence and the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of medical witnesses. The volume is very 
materially enhanced in value by the introduction of very 
effective engravings representing the crystalline forms of 
poisons, chemical apparatus, the microscopical appearances of 
blood, meconium, &c. We need not say more respecting a 
work so well known. 

On Hamodromometers. By W. Grirrrrus. Read 
before the Royal Irish Academy, December I lth, 1865.—Mr. 
Griffiths has obviously succeeded in inventing a hemodro- 
motheter free from many of the objections to which Volkman’s 
instrument is open; though, by his own confession, his own 
instrument is not faultless. We must leave the determination 
of its value to practical physiologists. 

The Clinical Note-Book (Veterinary). By Gsorck ARMATAGE, 
M.R.C.V.S.—This note-book is sanctioned and approved by 
the Principal of the Glasgow Veterinary College for the use of 
the clinical students of that institution. The book is well 
designed to encourage the careful observation and record oi 
important symptoms, though the space for note-taking is 
rather limited. At the beginning of the book is a list of notes 
on the examination of the pulse and other principal functions, 

The Biographical Treasury ; a Dictionary of Universal Bio- 
graphy. By Mavunper. Thirteenth Edition. Re- 
vised by Winuiam L. R. Cares. pp. 1154. London: Long- 
mans. 1866.—This is a very much improved edition of a 
well-known work. The book is so small that it can lie conve- 


niently on the library table—a great merit in a work of refe- 
rence. The type in which it is printed, though small, is sharp, 
clear, and easily read. As far as we have been able to judge, 
the selection of names for record is good and useful. We 
should have been glad, however, to find some notice of 
John Snow in a book addressed to a public which has yet to 
learn how much they are indebted to that great man. 

On Recent Improvements in Surgery. A Paper read before 
the Members of the South-Western Branch of the British 
Medical Association. By Swain, Esq., Sur- 
geon to the Royal Albert Hospital, Devonport. London: 
Charehill and Sons.—lIn this short pamphlet Mr. Swain has 
given a very concise description of the most important im» 
provements in surgery which have taken place of late, with 
illustrations of the instruments employed. As full references 
are added, the paper serves as an index likely to aid those who 
are desirous of adopting any of the measures described. 

A pontamentos acerca das Ectocardias, Remarks on 
placements of the Heart, referring to a variety not hitherto dex 
scribed-—viz., Trochocardia and Horizontal Di:placement, with 
Rotation of the Organ. By Dr. Pepro Francisco pa Costa 
ALVARENGA. pp. 76. Quarto, Lisbon. 1866.—This is a most 
complete and elaborate pamphlet, offering historical and ana- 
tomical data which will prove of great interest to those who 
note the various displacements which have been observed in 
the thoracic viscera. 

Letts's Medical Diary for 1867, especially providing tor all 
matters connected with Dai/y Visits, Accouchements, V aecinas 
tions, &c. London: Letts, Son, and Co.—Letts's Diary or Bille 
Due Book, and an Almanack for 1867.—Letis's Broad Shilling 
Diary, and an Almanack for 1867.—Letts's Rough Diary and 
Scribbling Journal (with a week in an opening) for Y867.—A 
valuable series of pocket and desk books, and useful to mem- 
bers of the medical profession and to commercial men respec- 
tively. 

De La Rue’s Improved Indelible Diary and Memorandum 
Book for 1867. Edited by James Giaisuer, F.R.S., &c., and 
Epwarp Tretwact, M.A. With an article on Star Clusters, 
by Hecerns, F.R.S.—De La Rue’s Red Letter Diary 
and Improved Memorandum Book, 1867. London: De-Le 
Rue.—These, besides being extremely handy, are got- up with 
the taste which characterise the works issued by the. well- 
known firm of De La Rue. 

The Physician's, Surgeon's, and General Practitioner's Visit- 
ing List, Diary, Almanack, and Book of Engagements for 
1867.—London : J. Smith and Co., Long Acre.—We commend 


3lst December, 5 a way through 
the gates of the hospital, and extracted a ready ‘‘ Yes” from 
tho Liver tn answer tothe ion, You have taken a case 
of small-pox te the hospital in that cab, have you not?” 
Lucky was it for the doctor, who was in search of a cab, that 
he managed to find time and place so conducive to his own 
employing public carriages for the conveyance of patients 
fering oa infectious diseases really ought to be abolished by 
this time. The public, before investigations were wont to be 
systematically made into the cause of railway acoi used 
earnestly to wish that ‘‘a bishop” might be killed on some 
line; and it is hard to resist a similar desire that a Home 
Secretary, or some influential member of the Executive, may 
feel the inconveniencesof the present system to which we allude, 
Ir appears from the official statement just issued. 
that 351 lives were lost at the colliery explosion near 
and it is th t probable that there are one or two volunteers 
whose names have not yet been i Of the seventy- 
five brought out of the pit only five are now alive. Thereare, 
therefore, 276 bodies now in the pit, and a considerable time 


must elapse before any attempt can be made to explore the 
workings. 


to the profession this useful little pocket-book, now in the b3 
| twenty-first year of its existence. 
| Cans awp Smatt-pox.—A gentleman, a member of 
our own profession, ing the Smail-pox Hospital on the 
ay 
fe 
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LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 1867. 


. Tae Queen has been pleased to appoint a Commission for 
the purpose of ascertaining what supply of unpolluted and 
wholesome water can be obtained by collecting and storing 
water in the high grounds of England and Wales, either by 
the aid of natural lakes or by artificial reservoirs, at a suffi- 
. gient elevation for the supply of the large towns; and to re- 
port, firstly, which of such sources are best suited for the 
supply of the metropolis and its suburbs ; and, secondly, how 
the supply from the remaining sources may be most bene- 
_ ficially distributed among the principal towns. 
_ The water-supply of the metropolis and of the chief towns 
_ of England is, of all the questions which most nearly concern 
the public health, that which demands the chiefest attention. 
Thoughtful men have long foreseen that the present sources of 
supply, at all times unequal to the sanitary requirements of 
London and the chief provincial towns, would sooner or later 
prove altogether insufficient in quantity; while an increasing 
deterioration in quality, where the source is a stream passing 
through a thickly-peopled district, as the upper waters of the 
Thames, has awakened the gravest anxiety. In the metro- 
polis all the evils arising from an insufficient water-supply are 
illustrated at the present moment on the hugest scale; and 
the flimsiness of our safeguards against the increasing or ac- 
cidental pollution of the principal sources was shown with 
atartling clearness by the recent explosion of epidemic cholera 
in its eastern districts. 

So far as the bulk of the poorer population of London is 
concerned, our existing apparently magnificent arrangements 
for the storage and distribution of water is a gigantic sham. 
The mass of the labouring classes within the metropolitan pre- 
cincts suffer from an actual dearth of the necessary fluid. 
Again, the initial need of an underground system of sewerage, 
such as is common to English towns, is an abundant supply of 
water. It is now known that the benefits to be obtained from 
the vast new system of drainage upon the point of completion 
in the metropolis will be only partially secured until a larger 
water-supply can be obtained than that which existing water 
companies are able to give. It is also known that the effi- 
cient control of the evils which are apt to coexist with an 
underground drainage, such as the penetration of houses with 
sewer air, can only be secured by a sufficient water-supply. 
The difficulty too commonly encountered in extinguishing 
fires, from an insufficiency of water, is too nearly related 
to our subject not to be referred to. What is true of the 
water-supply of the metropolis is true also, more or less, 
of that of almost every great town of England. The car- 
dinal evils are defectiveness in quality and deficiency in 
quantity; and both, as a rule, arise from the nature of 
the sources from which the supply is obtained. The evils 
augment in proportion as the populations increase; and 
recent legislation goes but a short way to meet them. To 


mitigate, for instance, the pollution of rivers used as sources 


of supply (which is requisite on many grounds besides that of 
the domestic use of the water) will be but a partial relief if 
the quantity supplied by the stream is defective and of neces- 
sity limited. The question is, indeed, forced upon us at every 
point by a stern necessity, whether the sources of water-supply 
commonly had recourse to by the metropolis and our large 
towns are alone available for use. ‘This question the Royal 
Commission recently appointed will have to solve. Its solu- 
tion may be in a measure anticipated. The question has 
already engaged the attention of able engineers, and we appre- 
hend that the conclusions and propositions of these gentle- 
men will form the chief matters for the Commission's dis- 
cussion. 

In 1865 Mr. J. Freperic Bateman, C.E., F.R.S., suggested 
the feasibility of supplying the metropolis with water from the 
sources of the river Severn. He showed that a quantity of 
unexceptionable water, abundantly sufficient for the present 
and future supply of London, could be obtained from the dis- 
tricts lying on the flanks of Cader Idris and Plynlimmon, in 
North Wales, and forming the upper basin of that river. There 
he indicates the sites for magnificent reservoirs, which he pro- 
poses to connect with London by an aqueduct, capable of con- 
veying 220,000,000 gallons daily. 

More recently Mr. Tuomas Daz, C.E., has proposed an 
admirably conceived scheme for supplying the principal towns 
of Lancashire and Yorkshire with water from the lake district 
of Cumberland and Westmoreland. He would derive his sup- 
plies from the natural reservoirs of Ullawater and Haweswater. 
These two lakes, from their altitude, purity of water, and ex- 
tensive precipitous area of rainfall, are well adapted for sources 
of supply. The more important towns of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire could be supplied with water from these lakes dis- 
charged into reservoirs by gravitation. 

Another later and bolder scheme than either Mr. Batreman’s 
or Mr. Dae’s has been advanced by Mr. Grorcr WILLOVGHBY 


Hemans, C.E., and Mr. Ricuarp Hassarp, C.E. These gen- 


tlemen have published the outlines of a plan for the supply of 
London and intermediate towns with water from the northern 
lake districts. In this plan the lakes selected by Mr. Daxx, 
with the addition of Thirlmere, would form the reservoirs of 
supply. The water would be conveyed to London by conduits, 
tunnels, and iron pipes. The line of aqueduct would pass by 


Ambleside and Kendal, down the eastern side of Lancashire, 
avoiding the Wigan coal-field, to the east of Manchester and of 


the Potteries district, and to the east of the Staffordshire coal- 
field and of Birmingham, and onwards towards London, fol- 
lowing a route nearly parallel with that of the London and 
North-Western Railway, and would terminate in a large regu- 
lating reservoir to be constructed to the north of Harrow, at a 


distance of about twelve miles from Cumberland-gate, Hyde- 


Park. This aqueduct, it is averred, would afford a practically 


unlimited quantity of the purest possible water to the vast. 


manufacturing districts and populations on the line of its 
route, as well as to the metropolis itself. 

These different schemes are discussed by their authors in 
their economic as well as their engineering aspects. We can- 
not pretend to judge of their respective merits ; but it may be 
concluded that the mountain ranges of England and Wales 
would furnish in effect an illimitable supply of the purest 


water, and that the engineering difficulties of storing this 
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water, where natural reservoirs do not already exist, and dis- 
tributing it to the metropolis and large towns, are not insuper- 
able. This is an immense stride towards the solution of the 
question we have under consideration, and which is about to be 
submitted to a Royal Commission. The ecvnomic obstacles, 
it may be surmised, will be the chief to be dealt with. The 
cost of the schemes hitherto proposed is, as might be anti- 
cipated, enormous. The estimated cost of Mr. BaTEman’s 
plan for supplying London alone is £8,600,000. The figures 
are startling ; but the end sought is not disproportionate to 
the calculated outlay. 


<i 


. Tue interest with which the Leprosy Report of the College 
of Physicians will be hailed by the profession will be not a 
little enhanced by a knowledge of the circumstances which led 
to the undertaking of this elaborate work. In the spring of 
1862 the Governor of Barbadoes, Mr. WALKER, with a most 
praiseworthy regard for the wellbeing, not only of that island, 
bnt of all our West India colonies, drew the attention of the 
late Duke of Newcasrie, then Colonial Secretary of State, to 
a prevalent opinion that this distressing and loathsome malady 
had been of recent years on the increase, particularly amongst 
the coloured and labouring classes of the people ; and he sug- 
gested the expediency of having an official inquiry instituted 
throughout the West Indies to ascertain the truth of the 
opinion, adding some useful hints how such an inquiry might 
be most advantageously conducted. The Duke, animated on 
this as on various other occasions with a sincere desire to do 
good, at once applied to the College of Physicians for counsel 
and guidance in the matter, sought their aid, and promised 
every support he could afford in carrying out whatever plan 
they should recommend. And here it is only justice to say 
that his Grace seems to have manifested the warmest interest 
in the prosecution of the work which he had set on foot, and 
to have continued to do so for the next two years, until his 
failing health obliged him to quit public life. The suggestion 
to extend the field of inquiry not only to all the colonies of 
the Crown, but also to every part of our great Indian empire, 
and to various foreign places in the East where British consuls 
reside, was in a great measure due to him; at all events he 
at once made it his own by having it adopted and carried out 
by his colleagues at the India Board and at the Foreign Office, 
Sir Cuaries Woop and Earl Russ... 

The series of interrogatories framed by the Committee of 
the College (these have been long known to the profession) 
were thus circulated over an immense extent of the earth’s 
surface—from New Brunswick to China, and from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Cape and Australia; and, having been gene- 
rally responded to with care, a large amount of information 
on the various points inquired into was thus collected. The 
number of replies from medical men alone, independently of 
communications from consuls and governors of colonies, was 
upwards of 250; of which nearly one-half came from India, 
where, it seems, the disease of leprosy has been for ages, and 
still is, exceedingly common. The replies which first came to 
hand were those from the West Indies and New Brunswick in 
the summer of 1863 ; while those from the Bengal presidency | cure 
and digest this mass of documentary evidence—and abstracts 
of all the replies are appended to the Report,—and to deduce 


the leading conclusions therefrom, must have been a work of 
much thought and labour. 

That the result of such an investigation, carried out as this 
has been in the strict spirit of inductive research, will eventu- 
ally be one of great public usefulness cannot for a moment be 
doubted. The patient accumulation of well-ascertained facts, 
the careful weighing and sifting of these, and the then un 
hasty adoption of general conclusions from such evidence, can 
never fail, in any branch of inquiry, to lead to some beneficial 
issues ; and, on a theme like the present, this may be safely 
predicated with double assurance. To have elucidated what 
has hitherto been obscure, to have dissipated many old errors 
and long-established prejudices, and to have aided in bringing 
within the domain of future professional research and philan- 
thropic benevolence a malady so afflicting and widespread as 
leprosy, will be no slight reward to the College for the labour 
it has bestowed on this Report ; and this reward will be the 
more gratifying if it be hereafter found that, in consequence 
of its recommendations, not only is medical science advanced, 
but that much suffering and misery are alleviated, many un- 
wise and cruel acts of legislation are abrogated, and that one 
link more has been struck off that hard chain of inhumanity 
which man so often forges or rivets for his fellow-man. 

Nor is the interest or value of a correct knowledge of leprosy 
confined to our professional brethren in distant lands where 
the disease is still endemic. Our own country is not altogether 
exempt ; for, although the great majority of cases seen here 
have occurred in individuals who have been either born or long 
resident in tropical regions, yet occasional instances are met 
with in persons who have never been out of the United 
Kingdom. A well-marked example of the latter sort is known 
to have come under the care of Dr. Owen Rexs in Guy's Hos- 
pital during the course of last summer ; nor is that the only 
instance of the kind, for a similar case occurred in that hospital 
a few years ago, in the practice of his colleague, Dr. GaLE. 
That cases of the malady originating in persons who have lived 
for many years in the East or West Indies are far less infre- 
quent than is generally imagined, is evident from a valuable 
paper by Mr. Hurcuinson in the London Hospital Reports, and 
still more from the experience of Mr. Erasmus Witsonx, who 
has communicated the results of his observations to the com- 
mittee of the College. There are, moreover, several obscure 
forms of cachexia associated with anomalous kinds of cutane- 
ous disease or disfigurement which, when more carefully 
examined, may possibly have a leproid origin or complication ; 
and when, in addition to this, it is remembered that there is a 
marked resemblance between many of the features of leprosy 
and those of certain cases of secondary and tertiary syphilitic 
affections, the interest and importance of the field of patholo- 
gical research thus opened will at once be recognised. Only 
let the elevating advice of Bacoy—never more worthy to be 
called to mind than at the beginning of a new year—ever 
animate and direct the inquiry, in that passage of his great 
work, where, alluding to the great social benefits which Medi- 
cine might bestow, he says:—‘‘And this we hope might re-— 
dound to the general good, if physicians would but exert them- — 
selves, and raise their minds above the sordid considerations of 

; not deriving their honour from the necessities of man 
hind, but boeing of the Divine power and goodness 
both in prolonging and restoring the life of man, especially ag 
this may be effested by.eafe, commodious, and not illiberal 
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means, though hitherto unattempted. And certainly it would 
be an earnest of Divine favour if, whilst we are journeying to 
the land of promise, our garments—those frail bodies of ours— 
were not greatly to wear out in the wilderness of this world.” 


Tue health-history of 1866 in this country will be remark- 
able for the fourth great outbreak of epidemic cholera, and for 
the frequent carriage of yellow fever to our coasts. It will be 
remarkable also for the revulsion of thought brought about 
among the profession and the public in respect to the mode of 
propagation of the former pestilence, and in the revivilication 
as a great public question (and, in regard to the last-named 
pestilence, the practice) of quarantine. The editor of the 
most compendious work we possess on the Laws relating to 
the Public Health, writing in 1865, designates the Quarantine 
Laws—which, he remarks, ‘‘to the disgrace of our country, 
be it ‘said, are still in existence”—as ‘absurd and wicked ;” 
and he omits them from his compilation. Now, these laws 
have assumed a compelled importance practically in reference 
to yellow fever, and theoretically in reference to cholera, The 
outbreak of the former disease at Swansea in the autumn of 
1865—a disease hitherto held to lose all power of diffusion 
upon our coasts—showed most unhappily, but most conclu- 
sively, that the malady might seize upon, extend, and prove 
as fatal among our civil population at home as in its own 
peculiar zone abroad. It also showed that by a definite mea- 
sure of quarantine the recurrence of such an untoward event 
might almost certainly be prevented. 

When 1866 was young, few among our epidemiologists were 
disposed to admit that human intercourse played any great 
part in the development and diffusion of epidemic cholera. 
The main tendency of thought here was to seek in other direc- 
tions an explanation of the apparent migrations of the prin- 
cipal pandemic extensions of the malady. But a silent and 
almost imperceptible change of thought had been operating 
since the outbreak of 1854. The probable influence of the 
dejections of the sick in disseminating the disease; the re- 
markable illustrations of this opinion derived from local irrup- 
tions apparently determined by a water-supply polluted by 
such dejections, or by a special condition of soil favouri 
their retention and decomposition ; and, finally, the growing 
perception that the diarrheal discharges initiating fully-deve- 
loped cholera, and the diarrhea so largely accompanying cho- 
lera outbreaks, and often unquestionably a phase of the disease, 
although stopping short of its extreme stages, were probably 
equally potent with the dejections of the most marked in- 
stances of the malady in propagating it,—these considerations 
gave the observer of the recent epidemic an altogether new 
stand-point of view. Again, the source and progress of the 
recent epidemic were singularly free from the doubts and diffi- 
culties which had beset previous epidemics. No growing 
exaggeration of diarrheal diseases, as in the epidemics of 
1847-48 and 1853-54, had preceded the outbreak. The his- 
tory of the migration of the malady from point to point in its 
route from Egypt to Europe and the western hemisphere was 
peculiarly free from confusion. The chronological order of 
the different outbreaks, the circumstances immediately pre- 
ceding those outbreaks, together with our better knowledge 
ofthe probable mode in which the dissemination of the disease 
was effected, all contributed to give to the opinion that the 


principal agents in the propagation of cholera were the «ick 
from the malady almost the certainty of a demonstration. 

Thus viewing the mode in which the disease is chiefly dif- 
fused, it was natural that opinion should revert to the prac- 
quarantine. The International Sanitary Conference was alegi- 
timate exponent of such an opinion. Abstractedly it must be 
admitted that cholera may be held in check by quarantine if, as 
Mr. Simon observes, this could be performed with the accuracy, 
of a chemical experiment. Practically, however, the concep- 
tion of such a quarantine is a vain imagination. But the 
question we have for the moment to deal with is simply the 
revival of the doctrine of quarantine in relation to cholera, 
and the circumstances under which this came to pass, as an 
illustration of a remarkable revulsion of professional and public 
opinion here and in Western Europe. 

The same opinions which have tended to the revival of the 
question of quarantine in cholera have also led to a more directly 
beneficial and less questionable result. They have led to a clearer 
and more definite knowledge of the hygiene requisite for the 
limitation of cholera outbreaks. In especial must be noted the 
disinfection of the discharges of the sick as a principal measure’ 
of control. This is the crowning lesson taught by the last 
outbreak—a lesson of which the application has as yet been 
but partially carried out, but which in subsequent reappear~ 
ances of the malady promises, in conjunction with the measures: 
of hygiene already in practice, to give an almost complete power 
of restraint over the dissemination of the epidemic among civi- 
lised communities. This is no new teaching. It agrees with 
the doctrines of the mode of dissemination of the choleraic: poi 
son which were definitively set forth by Dr. W. Bupp several 
years ago. To the foresight of this physician and of the late 
Dr. Syow medicine in this country was first indebted for the 
enunciation of those views respecting the diffusion of cholera 
which must now, from the history of the recent epidemic, be 
received as accepted facts. Dr. Snow led the way with his 
remarkable researches ; and Dr. W. Bupp subsequently anti-- 
cipated the teachings which the recent epidemic has served to 
demonstrate. 

Sanitary science has gained much from the epidemic of 
1865-66, and has returned much.” The history of the out 
break to the present time in England would seem to justify: 
the assumption that the lightness of its incidence has been 
largely dependent upon the improved state of our permanent 


sanitary defences, and the active and admirable measures of © 


control adopted by the local authorities, particularly where 
aided by medical officers of health. 

Medicine, unfortunately, has gained little; and the results 
of the late epidemic in this respect cannot but be looked upon 
with a sad sense of deficiency. Nay, it may be questioned 
whether Medicine has been altogether true to herself. The 
futile experience of all previous epidemics has been repeated 
during this, and with like results. But is it the function of 


Physic to multiply failures? Is this the legitimate mode of 


applying the lessons of experience? What good could be ex- 
pected from confirming the evil results of the treatment of 
1832 in 1848-49, of that of 1848-49 in 1853-54, and of that’ 
of 1853-54 in 1866? Is a patient merely a receptacle for 
drugs? Is an hospital in the crisis of a great epidemic, and 
amidst the rush of a frightfally rapid and fatal malady, merely’ 
the locality for the incoherent therapeutical experiments of 
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Ahe individual members of the medical staff? We protest 
‘against such an assumption and practice. As with sanitary 
‘80 with medical matters, in the event of a cholera outbreak 
there is but one trae way of action—by combination and anti- 
cipation. In the event of an expected outbreak, as well in 
the interest of science as of the patient, the stafis of our hos- 
pitals should determine upon some definite course of combined 
action which will forbid the repetition of disastrous failures, 
and permit the possibility of some additional light being 
thrown upon the therapeutics of the disease. 

For the moment, the epidemic appears to have ceased its 
activity in England ; but the histories of the recrudescence of 
the malady in France, Russia, Italy, and Egypt this year, 
together with the large leaven still amongst us, induce a fear 
that it may break out again with renewed vigour last year. 
‘There is good reason to believe that the sanitary authorities 
are alive to this probability, and that the localities most 
threatened will be carefully watched throughout the winter 
and spring. Is Medicine as fully alive to what will be expected 
from her at the bedside, after her lamentable shortcomings 
‘there in the past year? 


>. 


‘Recent legislation has so thrown open the shipping trade 
of this country to competition with the world that we can only 
regret that there should be anything in the hygienic condition 
of seamen that would seem, not only to justify, but to call 
for the further interference of Government in the way of de- 
defining and enforcing upon owners the provision of such 
articles of diet and other treatment of sailors as may be 
necessary to secure the prevention of a disease which was 
Jong since ascertained to be easily preventable, and which 
sean only be regarded as a kind of starvation—a disease of 
privation. But we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that 
‘there is a great amount of scurvy and other disease yet in the 
merchant service. According to Dr. Dickson—and he speaks 
with great authority—the amount of this disease is not only 
_great but increasing, the increase being chiefly in the ships of 
the northern ports. This statement will be very much can- 
“vassed by shipowners, who have maintained that there is no 
increase in the amount of scurvy, or no greater than would 
accord with the great augmentation in our tonnage. Be this 
as it may, the matter calls urgently for investigation and dis- 
cussion. In the current number of Taz Lancer we publish 
our first report on ‘“‘The Present Sanitary Condition of the 
“Mercantile Marine.” We trust that these reports, in addi- 
tion to being of very great medical interest, may supply mate- 
rials for such further legislation as shall put the merchant 
seamen into as favourable a state with regard to circumstances 
her Majesty’s ships. 

Scurvy is not the only disease which saps the constitution 
of the sailor. Syphilis is probably more ruinous than scurvy. 
Shipowners say that many cases of reputed scurvy are, in truth, 
forms of syphilis. There need be no quarrel here between good 
shipowners and good doctors, for undoubtedly the two diseased 
“tates act and react most injuriously upon each other. No 
‘wise or humane shipowner will be otherwise than pleased to 
shave such reports as we can make of the health of the mercan- 
‘tile marine. They will serve to show where he is not to 
blame, as well as where)he is clearly responsible for the bad 


health of his too temporary servants. It is scarcely credible 
that even the defect of good lime-juice in ships arises, exeept 
in the rarest cases, from the shabbiness of the shipowner. 
The difference between the price of the best lime-juice and all 
miserable substitutes for it is nothing to the shipowner, espe- 
cially when compared with the difference between having a 
healthy crew and one weakened by scurvy. In every view of 
it, there are few subjects more interesting than the health 
condition of the mercantile marine. 


Medical Atatios 


SPECIAL VERSUS GENERAL. 

Tue recent article on ‘‘ Special Hospitals” in the Pall-mall 
Gazette will, in conjunction with our own efforts, have the effect 
of opening tlie eyes of the public to the mischief they are pro- 
ducing by tlie inliscriminate support they afford to institutions 
in which neither the medical profession nor the poor have any 
confidence. With regard to that institution which is most 
especially offensive to the profession—the Hospital for Stone, — 
we have been glad to record already the effeci which the 
remonstrances of his colleagues at a general hospical have pro- 
duced on one of the staff of that establishment; and we have 
to-day to allude to the action which has been taken i 
another of the same staff by his colleagues at another institu- 
tion. 

Mr. W. F. Teevan has been for some years Demonstrator of 
Anatomy at the Westminster Hospital, and on the vacancy 
arising from Mr. Heath’s removal to University College, in 
the natural course of events he would have succeeded to the 
Assistant-Surgeoncy, as he has already done to the chair of 
Anatomy. Having, unfortunately, very recently thrown in 
his lot with the followers of St. Peter (in Berners-street), he 
found himself placed in the predicament of being called upon 
by the staff of the Westminster Hospital to make his election 
between the two establishments ; since they very properly de- 
clined to support and recommend to the governors a gentleman 
who was placed in an invidious position by the general consent 
of the profession. Mr. Teevan has made his selection, and 
has determined to abide by St. Peter’s Hospital ; consequently, 
on Tuesday last, Mr. Francis Mason was nominated, and will 
in due course be elected, to the vacant office. 

We must confess to have heard of Mr. Teevan’s decision 
with great regret, since we cannot but think that he has sacri- 
ficed his own interests, and probably inclinations also, to a 
Quixotic sentiment of honour by which he is bound in his own 
estimation not to desert the Stone Hospital. A 
indeed, such a one existed—made between three members of a 
staff must surely be broken by the secession of one member ; 
and the onus ought, therefore, to fall upon Mr. Nunn’s shoulders, 
since he first broke the agreement. Mr. Teevan might most 
reasonably have claimed to be absolved from any further bond 
when Mr. Nunn had withdrawn. As it is, Mr. Teevan hamat 
least the consolation of knowing that his conduct has been 
straightforward, though mistaken ; and we trust that before 
another vacancy at Westminster occurs he may have found 
reason to regard the general feeling of his brethren, and have 
ceased all connexion with this special institution. 

The staff of the Westminster Hospital deserves the thanks 
of the profession for having manfully come forward in behalf 
of the general hospitals of London. As was mentioned by 
Mr. Holt in his letter, from which we gave an extract last 
week, that hospital boasts a special fund and ward devoted to 
the treatment of cases of vesical calculus ; and it would, there- 
fore, have been most short-sighted, if not worse, to have en- 
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couraged the institution whose object it is to draw away the 
cases for which the endowment is specially provided. In Mr. 
Mason they have secured an able and energetic colleague, who 
furnishes another example of the remarkable fact that King’s 
College is a veritable dura mater, sending forth her children 
to fill posts of honour at nearly every hospital but her own— 
at all, we believe, except St. Bartholomew’s and St. Mary’s. 

Another secession from a special hospital of a different 
character has also taken place within the last few days, Mr. 
Thomas Chambers having retired from all connexion with the 
London Surgical Home. We congratulate that gentleman on 
the laudable step he has taken, in which we feel sure he will 
have the support of all right-thinking men—and women. 

SANATORIA FOR DRUNKARDS. 
A RECENT publication re-excites attention to the sad effects 
of the vice of confirmed intemperance, which is so common 
at the present day; and to the question of the establish- 
ment of asylums for drunkards. In other countries partial 
success only has attended the efforts to overcome the many 
difficulties that surround the matter of the suppression of 
~ drunkenness, or the management of those over whom it has 

asserted a permanent mastery; for so many unpleasant con- 
* siderations in which family relationships or friendly inter- 
~ course are concerned tend to engender silence, and bar the dis- 
~ cussion of what is classed conveniently in the category of ‘‘ un- 
~ pleasant subjects.” The majority of men, however, are unable 

to resist the conviction that the evil is in great degree a self- 


_ produced one; and as the truth is distasteful, it is natural that 


we seek for an explanation which plays the réle of an excuse, 

and is calculated to secure a lenient sentence for those whose 
’ individual responsibility is blamed. Clearly the mode of cure 
of drunkenness, at once, in itself, both efficient and easy of 


* application, is to cut off the supplies of the drinker; but this 
_ involves distinct interference with the “‘ liberty of the subject,” 
~ which the physician shrinks from recommending, and the public 


are not disposed to justify without very cogent reason. The 
necessity, however, for special legislation in the matter is 


* urgent, freely acknowledged on all hands, and will no doubt 
‘ by-and-by break through the thick crust of our many pre- 
~ judices, and allow common sense and considerations of policy 


‘to exert their due influence. Meanwhile it is the duty of 


"medical practitioners to facilitate legislation by determining 


accurately the nature of that habit to which psychologists 
give the terms “oinomania,” ‘‘ dipsomania,” ‘*‘ polydipsia,” 
and which include cases of so-called uncontrollable drunken- 
ness. Is it a crime, or the result of a diseased state of brain, 


* of a passion for intoxicants, which is the chief symptom of a 
~ brain alteration, and which no will can therefore resist, but 
* which conquers sense and intellect ? Charity may be allowed 
’ to assert the existence of the latter condition, but practical ex- 


perience teaches us that uncontrolled is a more just expression 


than that of uncontrollable drunkenness—that this is not caused 


‘by disease, but is the effect of a habit which had its little begin- 
nings that were left unchecked, and that cannot be held to 
have diminished the responsibility of the individual in whom 
it is exhibited. The existence in the drunkard of a 
“desire to break away from the thraldom of a confirmed habit 
“is no reason why we should make an excuse for him: it is of his 
“own election. Violation of moral obligations to one’s self and 
society involves its penalty in the case in point, asin other 
cognate instances—a penalty which finds one of its worst 
punishments in the haunting crave for the liquor which be- 
comes the habitual drunkard’s curse, and is the only remedy 
he finds against the ‘blue devils” of his own producing. It 


’ is an unhealthy sense that classes, with no little tinge of 


poetry, the sufferings of the drunkard with those of the self- 


Public sanatoria or asylums for the confirmed inebriate are 


surveillance : private establishments would be open to great 
abuse, in which the element of commercial speculation might 
play a very prominent part. The drunkard is a criminal, and 
he should be deprived of that the possession of which renders 
him a positive source of evil to himself and society—his liberty. 
In the régime under which he would be placed there need be 
nothing harsh, but it would be most pernicious in practice and 
wrong in philosophy, if the drunkard could make for himself 
a voluntary arrangement to enter when he liked and to quit 
when he pleases, as has been suggested. 


SMALL.POX IN MARYLEBONE. 

Ir is not pleasant to know that the Small-pox Hospital is 
full to overcrowding, and that variola is on the increase in 
different parts of London. St. Giles’s is now suffering, and a 
serious outbreak is reported in the parish of Marylebone ; it 
is, however, at present confined to a very circumscribed area 
in the district of Christ Church, and is spreading chiefly in 
consequence of the overcrowded state of the locality. Some 
of the worst cases (and about sixty or seventy have already 
been reported) have occurred in damp, dark back kitchens, in 
which perhaps a man, wife, and four or five children have 
been compelled to live. Dr. Whitmore’s judicious recom- 
mendations have been adopted by the guardians — namely, 
a house-to-house visitation, in order to vaccinate all persons 
insufficiently protected, or who have never been vaccinated, 
of whom there is a large number ; the separation of the sick 
from the healthy, and their removal, when possible, to the Iron 
Hospital formerly used for cholera patients, and now placed 
by the vestry at the disposal of the guardians ; and the tho- 
rough disinfection, under the superintendence of a special in- 
spector appointed for the purpose, of all houses in which the 
disease has appeared, by carbolic acid and chlorine gas. Few 
cases have ended fatally where thorough cleanliness and free 
ventilation have been secured. 

Dr. Whitmore finds that in the arms of a very large number 
of children who have been vaccinated, supposedly satisfac- 
torily, but one small cicatrix remains, and in many cases no 
trace is visible. This is a very serious matter. The same 
gentleman has done his best to enforce the isolation of small- 
pox cases. It is to be regretted that convalescents are so fre- 
quently allowed to return home and to mix with their families 
without due consideration and precaution, and thus propagate 
the disease. Their clothes and other belongings, as far as 
possible, ought to be thoroughly disinfected or destroyed, 
and their bodies cleansed, before this is permitted. There 
is plenty of evidence to make us feel the importance of this in 
the present spread of small-pox in St. Giles’s. 


STILL-BORN. 

Wuat a work of time and labour it is in this free country te 
put an end to anomalies which are confessedly mischievous in 
their operation. We should like to know how many years have 
gone by since the evils attending non-registration of the still- 
born were first pointed out ; certain it is that medical statists 
and philanthropists have pressed the subject incessantly on 
public attention, but hitherto without avail. Dr. Farr, in his 
yearly official reports on the causes of death has over and over 
again declared that our present system of leaving still-born 
children unregistered was a fruitful source of crime, as well as 
a hindrance to the satisfactory determination of many important 
statistical problems relating to the laws of mortality. We 
know absolutely nothing of the frequency of still-born cases ; 
the spark which is quenched before it attains independent 
existence, albeit it receives a measure of the same divine 
impress which peoples the world with its teeming multitudes, 
is passed by unrecogaised. Truly “they manage these things 
better in France "—as they do, indeed, in many other coun- 


by all means desirable, but they should be under the strictest 


tries. 
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We have before us a paper by M. Loua on the still-born in 


following particulars, some of them showing that our French 
friends are not afraid to pursue their investigations under very 
delicate circumstances. 

It is the practice in France to include under the designation 
of mort-nés, not only infants born dead, but also those born 
alive who die before the legal declaration of birth. The 
total number of still-born thus recorded was 4410 to 55,157 
births, or proportionately 8 per cent. The conceptions num- 
bered 59,567, so that there were 108 conceptions to every 100 
births, and 7:4 still-born to every 100 conceptions. M. Loua 
states that from 1817 to 1863 the ion of mort-nés to 
conceptions had increased from 5°53 to 7°09, and in 1865 to 7°40 
per cent. Of the two sexes the males furnish by far the 
greatest number of mort-nés, and the issue of illegitimate con- 
nexions more than ‘‘ wedlock’s sweet communion.” Thus to 
every 100 conceptions of each sex there were 8°26 males and 
6°48 females still-born; to every 100 legitimate births 6°70, 
and to 100 illegitimate births 8°53 still-born. Another way of 
looking at these facts shows that taking 100 births of each 
class as the basis, there were 109 male, 107 female, 109 illegi- 
timate, and 107 legitimate conceptions. The ratio of female 
to male mort-nés was as 100 to 134. 

The still-born seem to follow the order of general mortality 
in respect of their frequency in any season of the year; and 
M. Loua recognises in the coincidence of the maximum of 
mort-nés with the acme of cholera the indirect action of that 
epidemic. M. Louaalso notices that in nine times out of twelve 
the barometer is much lower at the dates when the births are 
most numerous than when they are fewest; and he asks, 
‘*Faut-il voir, dans ce fait, l’indice que les accouchements sont 
favorisés par les jours pluvieux?” We agree with him that 
“‘an plus grand nombre d’observations” would be necessary 
before the hypothetical influence of rain in hastening or facili- 
tating the advent of babies could be accepted as more potential 
than other circumstances, not out of the reach of human control. 


DE MORTUIS NIL NISI BONUM. 


_ A WELL-KNowN contributor to one of our contemporaries, 
in concluding a lengthy history of Nottingham and its medical 
institutions, takes occasion to refer to “‘three Nottingham 
- worthies” in terms which we cannot allow to pass without 
comment. Of the first, William Holder, D.D., F.R.S., the 
teacher of the deaf and dumb, Dr. Richardson speaks in un- 
qualified terms of praise ; but of the second, Marshall Hall, 
M.D., his remarks are, to say the least, not complimentary, 
and we think it well to reproduce them :— 

“A mystical having vast dreamy genius, 
combined wit ent Gat 
William Holder, for he hath done nathing so directly practi! 

er, for 80 
for his race nor so abiding. 
moment, and perhaps true, but it projected little and left no 
more.” 


this may be the estimation in which Marshall Hall 
is held by the learned author of the “‘ Medical History of 
England,” it is, we feel confident, not that of those who knew 
Marshal! Hall and recognise the work that he did. If we tarn 
to the pages of the various periodicals of 1857, we find the his- 
tory of his life and labours very differently given by those who 
knew him best ; and not only in England, but throughout the 
civilised world, the name of Marshall Hall has lung been a 
household word to those engaged in the study of physiology or 
medicine. We will not quote an Englishman’s dictum upon 
such a subject, but will prefer to extract from a letter by Dr. 
Campbell, of Georgia, U.S. (f'me Lancer, 8th May, 1858), a 
passage which may form a worthy contrast to that given 
above : 


which I have ever cherished for the name of Marshall Hall. 


Is it possible that Dr. Richardson was looking into a mirror 
with prophetic eyes when he penned the surprising passage 
we have quoted? To some minds it expresses not inaptly the 
characteristics of another great ‘‘ has been.” 

The third Nottingham worthy is J. Orton, of whom we are 
informed :— 

“* The first surgeon this surgeon to cut away a full sixth of 

the body of a living man, lopping off all the =e limb at the 
hip-joint, and leaving the man to live on from June 10 of the 
year 1824 to this day.” 
Surely the writer of this passage must be very little ac- 
quainted with the history of surgery if he imagines that Mr. 
Orton was the first who amputated at the hip-joint ; since, 
though it may be disputed whether the first operator was 
French or English, it was undoubtedly performed as early as 
1773, the first successful amputation of the hip by M. Perrault, 
of St. Maure, being in the same year ! 


RECENT TRIALS IN LUNACY. 
Mr. Nayter, a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
and one of the staff, we believe, of St. Mary's Hospital, is 
bound over, under heavy bail, to appear at the Old Bailey, to 
answer a charge of misdemeanour, for receiving and retaining 
in his house a person of unsound mind, for whom the statutory 
certificates had not been signed. 

There is no allegation of ill-treatment, and no imputation 
against the good faith of Mr. Nayler, who seems to have been 
quite unconscious of his neglect of the law ; but we draw the 
attention of our readers to the case as illustrating the danger 
that we know many professional men are incurring at this 


In Tue Lancet for Nov. 17th, p. 553, we commented upon 
the analogous case of James Aldous ; and the following week 
we gave a short abstract of the Law of Lunacy in relation to 
the reception and detention of persons of unsound mind in 
private houses. We need not repeat the advice we then gave; 
upon the present case. 

The Lunacy Act authorises the confinement of a “single 
patient” in a private house upon the “‘ certificates” of two 
registered practitioners, and the “order” of a relative. But 
without such certificates, the residence of a person of unsound 
mind with anyone who receives money for his maintenance 
renders the owner of the house liable to an indictment for 
misdemeanour! The Legislature recognises insanity to be a 
disease ; and the power thus entrusted to the profession ren- 
ders it incumbent upon everyone to make himself acquainted 
with the law. Should even a past infringement of its regu- 
lations come to the knowledge of the Commissioners, it will 
be their absolute duty to prosecute. Medical practitioners 
will do well to avoid even the attendance upon lunatics who 
are not properly certified, as they may become inyolved in 
much trouble and annoyance, besides the suspicion of con- 
niving at an indictable offence. 

The trial of Young», Dendy, which occupied the Probate 
Court during five days last week, illustrates in a remarkable 


mother, herself suffering from brain disease, under the care of 

an old servant and her husband, formerly a coachman in the 

© We hed avoided any mention of this case, which is still +b judice, but 
a contemporary renders further silence unnecessary 


«*T cannot express the feeling of deep veneration and regard 


nervous system have been the spring and incentive to my fy 
every aspiration, from my earliest days to the present time. ; 
His name has become a household word in my home, and, 
indeed, everywhere that the nervous system is studied.” : 
4 
4 
| moment, who, from carelessness or ignorance, have rendered . 
themselves liable to a similar prosecution.* : 
| 
| manner the deplorable results that may follow the confinement | 
i | of persons of unsound mind without proper legal protection for a 
| their persons and property. Two sisters, the one of ‘ weak uM 
| mind,” the other entirely “imbecile,” were left by their 4 
i 
a 
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family. The only surviving brother, from mistaken kindness, 
did not interfere, and declined to place either of them under 
wertificates of lunacy. The result was such as might be ex- 
‘pected. The elder sister, who was, according to Dr. Tuke’s 


evidence, ‘* dangerous” to herself, was found burnt to death. | for it. 


‘She left a will which much benefits the coachman and dis- 
inherits her only brother. This will has already led to much 
“costly litigation, and must involve proceedings in Chancery. 
The younger sister remains where she was, still without legal 
‘protection, and may sign another such will, unless the brother 
become wiser, or the Commissioners in Lunacy turn their 
‘attention to a violation of the law so flagrant, so long-continued, 


and so fatally mischievous. 


ISLINGTON SANITARY COMMITTEE. 


**London Life Association” in the former class. 


Tue Report of the Sanitary and Diseases Prevention Com- rere 


mittee of Islington has just been printed for the vestry. It 
sketches the various arrangements made under the direction 
of Dr. Ballard to meet the recent outbreak of cholera, and the 
‘special cost, which amounted to about £970. The number of 
cases of true cholera was 111: of these, 67 proved fatal. In 
addition, there were 228 cases of choleraic diarrhea. The 
first case was imported from the East-end of London, and oc- 
curred on the 23rd of July; the last two on the 3rd and 10th 


of November. 
Dr. Ballard remarks that before the special sanitary 


-ments were complete not only did almost every case end fatally, 
-but the spread of the disease to different members in the same 
house was more marked. Many parts of the parish decimated 
in former outbreaks escaped comparatively without hurt—a 
«circumstance that is attributed by Dr. Ballard to the abolition 


of the old cesspool system of drainage. 


THE FATALITY FROM FIRE-DAMP. 


different colliery districts as follows :—Northumberland, Cum- 
East Lancashire, 238; West Lancashire and North Wales, 169; 


Cheshire, 121; South Staffordshire and Worcestershire, 126; 
Monmouthshire, Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, and Devon- 
shire, 231; South Wales, 412; Eastern District of Scotland, 27; 
and Western District of Scotland, 69. 

The distribution of the deaths in the different years of the 


It cannot be doubted that Islington has been saved from a | decade was as follows :— 


very great amount of sickness and mortality by the labours of 1856 ... 285 1861 ... 119 
its most able officer of health, who has done his work in the 1857... 877 1862 ... 190 
most energetic way, at considerable personal peril. 1858... 215 1863... 163 
The vestry has signified its appreciation of the exertions of 
Dr. Ballard by donating him fifty guineas, » sum less than ve 


that given to one of the ‘‘ subordinates,” and which we think 


The number of employed in 1865, according 


h the utility of ti to a computation by the inspectors of coal mines, was 315,451. 
at iti The mortality from accidents amongst these miners during this 
-wices, 


LIFE ASSURANCE MEDICAL FEES. 


year average | in every 321 ; and the raising of every 100,519 
tons of coal cost, in the mean, one life. The number of col- 
lieries in work in 1865 was 3215. 


From a correspondence which has been forwarded to us we 


‘Tegret to find that at least one well-known and commercially 
reputable life assurance office still endeavours to obtain medical 


information 


PARAFFIN AND PARAFFIN LAMPS, 
Cuemists tell us that certain chemical substances give off, 


the health of proposed insurers without | or, as it is technically termed, emit, vapours that are inflam- 
‘paying the medical man for it. Mr. Holberton, of Hampton, 
‘being applied to by a patient, who intended to insure in the 
“London Life Association,” to fill up a series of medical | cheap lamps of the day possess this 
‘questions 


mable, some at low, some at high, temperatures. The various 
liquids really oils which so many poor people burn in the 
The public are 


for the information of the office, wrote to the secre- | exposed to much danger by the use of any compound which is 


‘tary to know whether he proposed to forward the usual fee, 


and was informed in reply that he must look to his patient for 


‘it and not to the society which “is entirely a mutual society, 


likely to furnish the materials for an explosion in consequence 
of the vapour which it gives off igniting at the temperature at 
which the apparatus about and around the wick stands. Dr. 


‘dividing the whole profit amongst its members.” Mr. Hol- | Attfield, Director of the Laboratory of the Pharmaceutical 
‘berton very properly declined to be a party to any such ar- | Society, states that nearly all the American oil now burnt in 


rangement. 

The Secretary evidently thinks tht the fact of the ‘‘ London 
Life Association” being a ‘‘ mutual society” is a sufficient 
Yeason for his refusing a professional man his fee, but we are 
‘at a loss to understand on what ground, for we imagine that 
hhe and the directors and medical advisers do not on that 
‘account decline to receive their several emoluments. The form 
in which the information is sought—viz., by getting the 
patient to sign a printed paper requesting that the necessary 
medical information be forwarded to the secretary to the 
‘Association, is only an excuse for shifting the pecuniary 
responsibility on to the patient, and is one which an office of 


paraffin lamps gives off infl ble vapour at 80° to 90° F., and 
that this vapour forms with the air in the interior of the lamp 
an explosive mixture, which may become ignited on 

down the wick or blowing down the chimney. Whilst the 
lamp is burning there is a strong current of air upwards. If 
this were not the case, lamp explosions would be more fre- 
quent ; as it is they are common enough. The brass work or 
stem which holds the wick generally has a temperature of from 
100° to 110° F., and, of course, the liquid comes in contact with 
this, and therefore it is very important that, for perfect safety, 
the paraffin be such as not to give off an inflammable vapour 
below 110° or 115°. The trade professes to fix the minimum 


the respectability of the ‘‘ London Life Association” should be 
above practising. We presume that the directors think the 
information thus sought worth having or they would not 
seek it, and they therefore are the persons who ought to pay 


We find that the medical officers of the Association are— 
Dr. F. Hawkins, Mr. J. Hunter, and Mr. J. Birkett, and we 
put it to these gentlemen whether it is right that their profes- 
sional brethren should be asked to assist them in arriving ata 
just conclusion of the value of an insurer's life without proper 
remuneration for the work thus performed. We may possibly 
take the opportunity before long of republishing a list of the 
offices which do and do not remunerate medical men for their 
written opinicns, and we hope then to be able to include the 


A RECENT official return of the colliery accidents which oc- 
curred during the ten years 1856-65, shows with painful dis- 
tinctness the dangers which beset coal-mining. The death- 
roll for the decade includes no less than 9916 individuals, of 
whom 2019—that is, about one-fifth—were killed by explosions 
of fire-damp alone. The latter deaths were distributed over the 


berland,and North Durham, 186; South Durham, 48; North and 


Yorkshire, 340; Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Shropshire, and 
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standard at 100°F. This Dr. Attfield points out is not high 
enough, and his useful experiments seem pretty conclusive ; 
whilst the refiner can supply a safe as easily as an unsafe com- 
pound. Four or five years ago Tuk Lancer called i 
attention to this matter, and, in giving the results of the exa- 
mination of a large number of specimens of petroleum and 
paraffin oil, suggested that 130° should be the standard tem- 
perature below which the oil itself should not ignite, which is 
the same thing almost as the suggestion to refine the oil so 
that it should not furnish an explosive emanation below 110° 
or 115° F. 


NEW UNDERGROUND LONDON. 

Tue latest statistics of the new Metropolitan Main-Drainage 
Works are very curious, The total length of new sewers at 
present completed is eighty-two miles, and the works, when 
finished, will have cost £4,200,000. The drainage inter- 
cepted and carried off by these sewers is derived from an area 
of about 117 square miles, and a population of 2,809,000. 
The amount of sewage carried off on the north side of the 
Thames amounts to 10,000,000, and on the south to 4,000,000 
cubic feet. In the construction of the works 318,000,000 
bricks and 839,000 edfbic yards of concrete have been used, 
and about 3,500,000 cubic yards of earth excavated. This 
grand system of sewerage has been constructed under build- 
ings, and over and under canals, rivers, and roadways, from 
twenty-five feet above, to seventy-five feet below, the sur- 
face, without any important casualty or interference with the 
public convenience or traffic. The constructural arrangements 
of the metropolis would appear to be more wonderful and suc- 
eessful below the surface than above. 


THE THEOLOGY OF SURGEONS. 


TRE qualifications for the office of Poor-law Medical Officer 
are tolerably well known to consist in the possession of a double 
medical diploma; but some of the Plymouth guardians, we 
learn, are introducing, or attempting to introduce, a new test, 
in the form of questions as to the religious persuasion of the 
candidate. At arecent election by that board it was suggested 
by a Mr. Woolf ‘‘that the candidates should be called before 
the board and asked what religious opinions they held”; to 
which another guardian very sensibly replied that he could 
answer for one of them—that he was a Christian: an answer 
perfectly sufficient, and more than sufficient to our minds, 
though it appears to have evoked laughter from the assembled 
guardians. 


Plymouth, it must be understood, is a very “advanced” 
place in religious views ; that is to say, the High Church party 
have there a strong hold, which excites no little enmity among 
their opponents. The meaning of the guardian in his proposed 
inquiry as to the religious tenets of the medical officers is 
elucidated, therefore, by the speech of a Mr. Gibson, who said | 
that ‘‘some of the guardians felt that they ought to be satis- 
fied whether these gentlemen would assist to promote ‘ritualism’ 
or not.” His proposed inquiry was, we are happy to learn, 
negatived, and the successful candidate was appointed without 
regard to his High or Low Church proclivities. 

It appears to us to be almost unnecessary to point out the 
absurdity of importing the ‘‘ religious element” iuto a purely 
medical question. When a medical man is to be appointed to 
fulfil the duties of a certain office the only question that should 
be raised is whether he is or is not fitted professionally for the 
post. To inquire as to his religious views is simply impertinent. 
Attempts have been made from time to time to apply a reli- 
gious test to the officers of public institutions, and with signal 
failure ; and even at the College which, by its foundation, is 
affiliated to the Established Church, it would not be easy, we 


believe, to demonstrate the theological unanimity of its pro- 


The ‘‘ritualism” which seems to have stirred the ire of the 
Plymouth guardians may be a very dangerous article for aught 
we know, but judging from the samples one sees at some of 
the metropolitan hospitals of the care and attention bestowed 
op the sick by female ‘‘ ritualists,” we cannot apprehend much 
additional danger to the poor of the workhouse if their surgeon 
should happen to be affected by that prevalent epidemic. 


YELLOW FEVER AMONG THE GARRISON AT 
DEMERARA. 

Tue Demerara Court of Policy on the 4th December unani- 
mously adopted a resolution expressive of extreme regret at 
the late mortality among the troops of the detachment of the 
16th Regt. at the garrison, Kingston, from yellow fever, while 
during the period the epidemic raged with much violence 
among the troops the remainder of the city was entirely free 
from the disease ; and with a view of guarding against a simi- 
lar occurrence, and preventing the reputation of the colony 
being seriously affected, the Court requested the Lieutenant- 
Governor to adopt measures which would lead to a searching 
investigation into the cause of a mortality which has hitherto 
been unknown. The Court also suggested the advisability of 
the Lieutenant-Governor requesting her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to apply to the authorities at the 
Horse Guards to afford a medical and sanitary commission to 
assist in carrying out the object. 

The resolution was moved by the Hon. Mr. Allen, and in 
bringing it forward he directed attention to the defective 
drainage of the garrison, and to the youthfulness of the army 
1aedical officers sent out and their inexperience of yellow few r. 
de deprecated any intention of speaking disrespectfully of 
these gentlemen ; his object was to indicate the importance of 
some provision being made by which an army medical officer 
unacquainted with the maladies peculiar to the climate might 
obtain the aid of local practitioners. Mr. Clementson, who 
seconded the resolution, commented upon the impolicy of the 
soldiers being called out in the morning, and subjected to a 
malarious atmosphere, without previously having taken some 
food. Swampy land, it would appear, lies to windward of the 


garrison. 
Lieut. Reyne, the only officer of the 16th Regt. who remained 
when the men left for Barbadoes, died on the 28th November, 


of yellow fever. 


WHITE TROOPS OR INDIAN TROOPS FOR 
HONG-KONG. 


The Times denounces severely the policy of the authorities 
of sending out in sailing vessels the 73rd Regiment to take: 
the place of the 20th, or rather of what remains of the 20th, 
which has suffered so terribly in Hong-Kong. A 
writing from Hong-Kong on Nov. 14, points out that the 73rd, 
if sent in sailing vessels, will not arrive until the beginning of 
March, when the hot season will have commenced. 

The puzzling circumstance, however, to our contemporary’ 
and its correspondent, and, we may add, to ourselves, is the 
fact that, at least in the present state of Hong-Kong, Indian 
troops are not substjtuted for white troops. Their liability 
to disease in China is much less than that of English regi- 
ments. Thus, in the year 1864 the ratio of cases of sickness to: 
strength among the white troops was 1960 per 1000, and the 
deaths per 1000 were 4474. Among the Asiatic troops the 
cases of sickness were 1084, and the deaths 25 75 per 1000. 
This lesser liability to sickness of Asiatic troops in China im 
especially true of continued fever, dysentery, and diarrhea, 
the most serious diseases of Hong-Kong. Intermittent fever 
is very prevalent, as well among native troops as white. But 
this is a more remediable disease than the continued forms of 
fever and the dysentery and diarrhaa of the tropical climate. 
of Hong-Kong, In 1864 the admissions to hospital on ac- 
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count of continued fever were, among the white troops, at the 
rate of 333°6 per 1000 of strength, and on account of dysentery 


and diarrhcea, 243°7. The admissions among the Asiatic troops 


were—for continued fevers 16°] per 1000, and for dysentery 
and diarrhea 108°2. But everybody is agreed as to the point 
under discussion—the wisdom of replacing white troops in 
Hong-Kong by Asiatic troops. Then why is it not done? 
Does the blame rest with the Horse Guards or the Army 
Medical Department? The Times’ correspondent reports in 
November that nearly 100 of the men of the 20th were always 
in hospital with fever, and that few of the remainder could 
walk five miles. This suggests a poor prospect for the 73rd, 
with its 100 women and children. Concerning the Murray 
Barracks, where they will have to be accommodated, Surgeon 
Snell wrote in 1864, ‘‘ In the construction of the buildings all 
thought of accommodation for women and children seems to 
have been lost sight of. There are no quarters for married 
soldiers, and the limited space for the men precludes a barrack- 
room being appropriated for that purpose.” 


THE PREVENTION OF EXPLOSIONS IN MINES. 


Ir is well known that if there be a moderate escape of ordinary 
gas in a room, no explosion takes place if a light is kept burn- 
ing there ; but that, on the other hand, an explosion ensues if 
a light is suddenly introduced into a room which has become 
charged with gas, and in which no light has been burning. 
It has been suggested that this principle might be made use 
of to prevent explosions in mines, where the accumulation of 
gas, more rapidly perhaps at one time than another, is always 
more or less gradual and never instantaneous. A gas-work 
might be erected, with a draught chimney running up a shaft 
to the surface, the lights always burning in the deepest parts 
80 as to create an upward draught, and at the same time con- 
sume the gas which would otherwise collect. Such an arrange- 
ment can only be one part of the plan of preventive measures, 
though certainly a valuable one in connexion with, and as an 
aid to, the all-important matter of free ventilation. In some 
mines the expense of candles is enormous, and gas would be a 
much more economical mode of lighting. 


. CHOLERA AND THE EAST LONDON WATER. 


Iy its able summary of the events of the past year, The 
Times, referring to the cholera epidemic, says :—‘‘ A local 
outbreak of the disease in the East of London was traced to 
impurities in the water-supply, and after a few weeks it 
abated.” It cannot be otherwise than gratifying to us to 
receive so explicit a corroboration of the views which have 
been enunciated in this journal relative to the localization of 
cholera in certain districts of the metropolis. Our leading 
contemporary has always maintained a judicious reserve with 
regard to the water theory of choleraic propagation in the late 
epidemic, but the recent disclosures concerning the East 
London water-supply establish by positive evidence the fact of 
sewage contamination for which we have contended, and thus 
a main objection to the water theory is removed. 

With regard to the statement that, ‘‘the deaths from 
cholera have not materially affected the returns of mortality 
for the year,” we only hope that when the Registrar-General 
gives us his summing up of the facts, his conclusion will agree 
with that of 7'he Times, Our own impression is, that the 
jyear's mortality has been affected by the cholera deaths very 
appreciably. 


“THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Tue Navy List for this month gives us the full return of the 
naval medical service for 1866. On the Ist of January, 1866, 
there were 272 assistant-surgeons ; on the Ist of January, 
1967, there are but 251! During the past year, only eleven 


young medical men were induced to join the service, and of 
these one has unfortunately died, leaving thus but ten to 
counterbalance the deaths and retirements which have been 


so numerous during the same period. Exactly ten assistant- 
surgeons received their promotion during the past year (thus 


at once balancing the additions to the list); and the same 
number of surgeons became staff-surgeons, who are now 
placed, as they should be, in a separate list. During the 
same period, there have been three promotions to the rank of 
deputy-inspectcr, and two to that of inspector of hospitals, 
some of which have excited no little ill-feeling among the 
various members of the higher grades of the service. Again 
we ask, when will the new warrant, so long anxiously looked 
for, make its appearance ? 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE WATER-SUPPLY 
OF LARGE TOWNS. 

Tue Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the proba- 
bility of obtaining a supply of pure water for the metropolis 
and principal towns of England from the high grounds of 
England and Wales, and notified in the London Gazette of 
Dec. 28th, consists of the following noblemen and gentlemen: 
The most Noble Charles Henry Duke of Richmond; Sir John 
Thwaites; Col. Henry Drury Harness, R.E., C.B.; Benjamin 
Samuel Phillips, Esq., one of the aldermen of the City of 
London; Thomas Eliot Harrison, Esq.; and Joseph Prestwich, 
Esq. The Commissioners are directed to ascertain what supply 
of unpolluted and wholesome water can be obtained by collect- 
ing and storing water in the high grounds of England and 
Wales, either by the aid of natural lakes or by artificial reser- 
voirs, at a sufficient elevation for the supply of the large 
towns; and to report, firstly, which of such sources are best 
suited for the supply of the metropolis and its suburbs; and, 
secondly, how the supply from the remaining sources may be 
most beneficially distributed among the principal towns. 


NURSING SISTERHOODS. 

A rew weeks ago a dissension between the chaplain of 
King’s College Hospital and the sisterhood of nurses led to 
accusations and recriminations of a sort peculiarly objection- 
able. It is undeniable that religious instruction should by all 
means be disseminated among the poorer classes, and that a 
good opportunity for such work is presented by illness in the 
wards of an hospital ; but instruction and exhortation are very 
different things from proselytising. The illness which may 
give an opportunity for the one must not be wrongfully turned 
into a fulcrum for the other. These words are not intended as an 
accusation, but simply as advice, which is the more needed at 
the present moment, when the invalids in one at least of the 
military hospitals have petitioned Government to exchange the 
present lady-nurse system for the old plan of orderly attendants 
on the sick. 


HOSPITAL CHRISTMAS TREES. 

AT more than one of the London hospitals it has become of 
late years the custom to amuse and enliven the convalescent 
patients by the exhibition of a Christmas tree in all the glory 
of lights and colour, which form such a contrast to the 
squalor and misery of too many of their homes. At University 
College Hospital the All Saints sisters displayed on Wednes- 
day evening last even more than their usual energy in carrying 
out their treat for their poor charges. A maguificent tree, 
covered with lights and presents, was set up in one of the 
wards, to which all those who could be safely moved were care- 
fully carried, and a choir formed of the younger nurses sang 
various Christmas songs and carols to the accompaniment of 
a piano played by one of the sisters. The distribution of the 
various presents was effectively carried out by the sisters 
and the resident medical officers, and we may be sure that 
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none of those too ill to be present were forgotten. After some 
light refreshment the well-pleased audience dispersed, and the 
wards resumed their wonted quietude. Notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather many of the medical officers and 
several ladies took part in the proceedings, which seemed to 
give pleasure to all who witnessed them. At the Hospital for 
Consumption the patients received numerous presents; and 
at the Hospital for Children the little patients who were con- 
valescent not only joined in the festivities of the day, but 
were amused bya performance of marionettes, which had been 
provided gratuitously by Mr. Cremer, jun,, of Regent-street. 


LUNATICS IN THE “SURGICAL HOME.” 


We have reason to know that the remarks in our recent 
article in relation to the alleged reception and treatment of 
** women of unsound mind ” at the London Surgical Home has 
drawn the attention of the Commissioners in Lunacy to that 
institution. We believe it will be found that the statement as 
to the reception and cure by operation of such cases, is inac- 
curate, aud we hope to find that the directors of the ‘‘ Home” 
at Stanley-terrace have not infringed the iaw. 

There is, however, a question of ethics involved in this 
statement, which we are surprised has not elicited a contradic- 
tion. Can it be possible that any surgeon would mutilate by 

ion an insane woman, who could not legally give her 
consent? We do not think that any woman of really healthy 
mind would yield to such mutilation ; surely, for those of 
unsound mind the law of lunacy must afford some adequate 
protection. 

From a paragraph which appeared in Tue Lancer of Dec. 
29th, tha‘ an entertainment had been given to the patients at 
Colney Hatch Lunatic Asylum, it might be inferred that 
entertainments are rare in that establishment, or that we 
alluded to the great annual winter celebration which so many 
of us attend. We understand that during the winter months 
there is an amusement of some kind weekly in one of the large 
halls—either a ball, a concert, a lecture, or a theatrical repre- 
sentation. Within the last month Dr. Sheppard has given the 
patients two lectures on the Electric Telegraph. There was a 
dramatic performance last week, and a dance likewise. No 
efforts are spared to give the inmates variety of amusement. 


The great annual winter entertainment takes place on Wednes- 


day, the 16th inst. 


Tue coronership of the southern division of the county of 
Nottingham has become vacant by the death of Mr. C. Swann, 
who held the appointment for nearly forty years. Mr. Swann 
was a solicitor, but had appointed as his deputy Dr. Robertson, 
who would have officiated, if necessary. The appointment of 
a medical practitioner as his deputy, by a lawyer coroner, 
evinced a degree of liberality and of appreciation of the claims 
of members of our profession to the office highly creditable to 
Mr. Swann. There are several candidates in the field, some 
being lawyers, some medical practitioners. Among the latter, 
we hear, is Dr. Tyndal Robertson. So distinguished a scholar 
and sanitarian ought to meet with unanimous support. 

Two very important were made in the address 
of Dr. Barnes, the President of the Obstetrical Society, on 
Wednesday last; the one, that a committee should be formed 
to examine the influence of epidemics on pregnancy, a subject 
that has at various times attracted attention, especially, too, 
of late in France ; the second, made at the suggestion of the 
Registrar-General, that the same committee should yather 
together all possible information in reference to the treatment 
adopted towards newly-born and very young children, and 
the different practices observed in different countries, with 
the view of ascertaining the most potent causes of infantile 
mortality. 


Tue Royal Mail Company's steamship Shannon, with the 
West Indian mails, arrived at Southampton on the 3lst ult. 
The ship’s cook had died from yellow fever on the voyage. 
He was attacked on the 17th December, and succumbed on 
the 23rd. Dr. Wiblin, after an inspection of the crew, recom- 
mended that the vessel should be admitted to free pratique. 
The Privy Council, however, directed that the passengers and 
crew should be subjected to twenty-four hours’ detention after 
removal to the ship-lazaret Panama, and that the Shannon 
should be sent to the Motherbank for fumigation. 


A PRIVaTE correspondent writing from Jamaica says: ‘‘ The 
last packet from St. Thomas brings us news that yellow fever, 
small-pox, and cholera are all prevailing there. In fact, we 
have already some ten deaths of persons from St. Thomas, and 
the disease [yellow fever ?] has made its appearance on the 
gunboat Nettle, the steward and the captain being both dead.” 
At St. Thomas, up to eight a.m. on Dec. 12th, the deaths from 
cholera had amounted to 288. The daily mortality from the 
epidemic for the week ending the date named was as follows : 
Dec. 6th, 10; 7th, 21; Sth, 15; 9th, 32; 10th, 21; llth, 23; 
12th, 29. The weather was broken and unfavourable, with 
cold bleak nights. 


Mr. Epwarp Cock, surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, was elected 
a member of the Court of Examiners at the College of Sur- 
geons, at a special meeting of the Council on Thursday last, in 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. C. H. Hawkins, 
who retains the appointment of representative of the College 

at the General Council of Medical Education and Registration. 
Mr. Cock was elected a Councillor in 1856. 


THERE is some talk in Calcutta of the possibility of the 
establishment of a Lock Hospital. Dr. Bourne has signified 
his willingness to organise and superintend, without any re- 
muneration, an institution of the kind; and, judging from the 
tone of the Indian Medical Gazette, the proposition is not re- 
garded with disfavour by the municipal authorities. The 
same journal hopes that no squeamish sentimentality will be 
allowed to stand in the way of so much needed a reform. 


Art a meeting of the Sub-committee of the Harveian Society 
appointed to inquire into the question of Infanticide, held on 
New Year’s Eve, it was decided that an abstract of the whole 
investigation should be incorporated with the address of the 
president to be delivered at the annual soirée on the 3rd inst. 
We shall give a summary of the proceedings next week. 

Tue Bishops are having their full share of illness: three 
were unable to hold their ordinaries—the Bishops of London, 
Exeter, and Hereford; a fourth, the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, has also been seriously ill. 


Ir is reported that cattle plague has broken out with great 
severity at Hassum, in Prussia, on the route from Goch to 
Afferden, with, at the same time, an augmentation of bovine 
typhus. 

Over and over again the public have been cautioned as to 
the dangers arising from the use of green paper for decorations 
and the like. Another death, in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
is recorded from the effects of the arsenic contained in such 
papers. 


University or Epinsurcn. — Dr. A. Dalzell and 
Mr. James Dewar have been appointed assistants to oe meerd 
Playfair; Dr. Arthur Gamgee has been appointed joint assis- 
tant to Professors Christison and Maclagan; and Dr. Keiller 
has been appointed to act as substitute for Professor Sir James 
Y. Simpson, M.D., during his illness. 


| 
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PRESENT SANITARY CONDITION 


MERCANTILE MARINE. 
No. L. 
SCURVY ; DIET; LIME-JUICE ; ETC. 

Wirn the New Year a brighter day seems to be dawning 
for the merchant seaman, and awakens hopes that a foul 
national scandal is about to be swept away. We learn with 
satisfaction that the President of the Board of Trade is likely 
to invoke the aid of the Legislature on behalf of a valuable, but 
neglected and often ill-treated, class of the community. The 
warm-hearted tone of Sir Stafford Northcote’s remarks the 
other day * augurs well for the spirit in which the subject will 
be introduced to Parliament. When the culpable apathy (to 


use no stronger term) with which mariners are treated by their | 


employers is fairly placed before the country, and its indigna- 
tion is roused, any well-considered measure for their relief can 
hardly fail to meet with general acceptance. The facts of the 
ease lie in a small compass. There are some ships in which, 
through the wise liberality of owners and the paternal care of 
captains, the crews are healthy and contented, and attached 
to their occupation. There are others wherein the misery and 
discomfort are past endurance, and render the vessel a floating 
pandemonium. This latter class, however, is now compara- 
tively rare. The Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, which has 
been sometimes styled the Magna Charta of the seaman, 
has doubtless had the effect of restraining vexatious exacting 
tyranny on the one hand, and insolent turbulence on the other. 
Yet the normal condition of the great majority of vessels is 
still very unsatisfactory. ‘The mutual relations of owner, cap- 
tain, and crew are too often marked by a callous indifference. 
The owner obtains a motley and incompetent crew at the 
lowest possible terms in the market. He feeds and lodges 
them in the cheapest way he can. The captain, however well- 
disposed, is in most cases entirely dependent on him, and has 
little influence in the matter. The men seldom seek to renew 
their engagement after ome voyage. They frequently cut it 
short. by desertion on the first favourable occasion, or are left 
behind abroad in some hospital or prison, their place for the 
homeward voyage being taken by those waifs and strays of 
humanity who figure on the shipping lists as ‘‘ distressed sub- 
jects.” The tie is, therefore, of a most temporary character, 
and is rarely strengthened by good feeling or by a sense of 
mutual obligation. 

In the fierce competition of ‘‘sailing cheap,” as it is termed, 
unscrupulous parsimony begets its Nemesis. Owners, we are 
told, are at this moment at their wits’ end for trustworthy 
mariners to man their ships. “The better class of our adven- 
turous youth avoid sea service. They have discovered that 
the calling is one of great hardship and little gain, and that 
privation at sea, alternated with reckless dissipation on shore, 
tells most disastrously on life and health. There are not, nor 
probably can ever be, reliable data for exact computation; but 
it is notorious to those who are most competent to form an 

inion that disease and death are far more rife than in other 
kinds of labour. Yet we know from the experience of the 
Royal Navy and of the better class of merchant ships that, 
with ordinary care and attention to a few simple matters of 
detail, there is nothing peculiar or incidental to a sailor's life 
of a specially unhealthy character. 


ship for the mer- 


‘The increasing prevalence of scurvy is an unerring gauge of 
gross mismanagement or of cruel thrift. Ships are finer; pas- 
sages are quicker; provisions and water are better. In all the 
matériel of a seafaring life enormous progress has been made. 
But the sanitary condition of the crew has in many vessels 
reverted to what it used to be a hundred years ago. The les- 
sons learned at so much cost, which were inculcated by Lind, 
Blane, and others, and thankfully carried out by illustrious 
sailors like Cook and Nelson, are forgotten. Old-established 
truths have to be revived and insisted on for a new generation, 
on whom, through perverseness or ignorance, the experience 
of the past has been thrown away. It has been wisely said 
that if scurvy can be kept out of the cabin it can be kept out 
of the forecastle. In the smaller vessels, we are told, the dif- 
ference in diet is not great. Yet it is enough to preserve the 
officers in health and vigour. A few tins of preserved meats 
and vegetables, pickles and seasonings, with an occasional glass 
of bitter ale, secure for them immunity from the scourge that 
prostrates and slowly kills their unhappy shipmates. We 
should rejoice to find that, in addition to the time-honoured 
salt pork and beef, biscuit, flour, and peas, that now form by 
mutual agreement the staple of all ships’ diet, our merchant 
seamen had a legal allowance of preserved potatoes, onions 
and carrots, pickles, mustard, and molasses, with currants and 
some of those cheap dried fruits so commonly used in America. 
We know from practical experience that most savoury and 
varied messes van be concocted from such ingredients. Jack 
would be well satisfied with the occasional change from junk 
and its heavier accompaniments. ‘The cost of these articles is 
inconsiderable, and his improvement in health and temper 
would be cheaply purchased. 

Spirits, we believe, are no longer issued daily as part of the 


dietary of the mercantile marine, but are given in most vessels 


at times at the discretion of the captain. This system is 
said to work well, and any alteration would be inexpedient. 
If an occasional issue of beer or wine could be afforded, their 
antiscorbutic virtue renders them desirable beverages for sea- 
men. In the ships of southern nations wine is the ordinary 
drink, and fresh-made bread the staple article of food ; and scor- 
butic disease is of rare occurrence. It is well known that in the 
last century the great fleets of France were free from scurvy, 
while ours were suffering dreadfully from the disease, and on 
some occasions this inferiority told greatly against us. Sir 
Gilbert Blane was so impressed with this fact that he strove 
hard to introduce wine in lieu of spirits. Soon after, however, 
the use of lime-juice became general in the Royal Navy, and, 
from its wonderful prophylactic power—even when provisions 


and water were bad and other sanitary conditions were low,— 
it was at once declared, and has ever since been most justly 


accounted, the facile princepes of all antiscorbuties. But, to be 
efficient, it must be of good quality, and taken daily in regular 
and sufficient quantity. It is chiefly in these points that the 
ménage of our merchant vessels is so defective. Through a 
vile system of adulteration, and a faulty method of preserving 


Y |. iteven when genuine, all faith in lime-juice has been weak- 
‘ened. Its issue is considered by many as a vain form, and its 
‘consumption asa nauseous and repulsive task. Such is the 
‘erroneous estimate of what ought to be, and is, a most agree- 
‘able and refreshing beverage, which for nearly a century has 


given solace and health to thousands of our gallant tars on 
every sea and in every variety of climate. In any legislative 
enactment special care should be taken to secure by examina- 
tion the absolute purity and appropriate packing of the lime- 
juice before being placed on board, and to insist on its punctual 
administration whenever fresh vegetables are not procurable. 
The present terms of the Act are not sufficiently precise, or, at 
all events, can be evaded. There may be difficulty in arranging 
the details of such examinations. For, as in the memorable 
case of the London, inspection with a view to prevent mischief 
sometimes serves only to shift the onus of responsibility 
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lime-juice, properly packed and warranted to last two yeare, 
is li if at all, greater than a solution of citric acid of 


defy exposure, it is only by mulcting the pocket that a 
desirable impression can be made. 

We shall await with interest the discussion of this subject 
in the ensuing session, and can assure the Government that 
any comprehensive measure for the physical improvement of 
the ‘‘ mariners of England” will be most heartily welcomed 
by our profession. 


QUEKETT MICROSCOPICAL CLUB. 


ie, at Prague ; H . ; 
eidelberg ; Mod 28, Nordli ; 
agdeburg ; Rodet, p. 57, Paris ; 
; Stinde, p. 13, Hamburg; Virchow, p. 87, 
it, a synopsis of trichina literature, p, 87 
Kichenmeister has issued at Dresden a 
** Mikroscopische Fleischschau” (the Microscopical 
at). Amongst on helminths are Mecznikow's ; on 
nigrovenosa ; Macalister 


"RN 


Ar the ordinary monthly meeting, held at University Col- | Hotes 


lege on Friday, Dec. 28th, there were no less than 120 mem- 
bers present at this flourishing Society, which has been esta- 
blished a little more than a year, and now numbers about 250 
members. 

An interesting paper was read by Mr. M. C. Cooke “On 
Microscopy in 1866,” which was intended to furnish a sketch 
of last year’s progress, and contained reference to many papers 
of interest to medical observers. The author first of all re- 
marked upon the activity of late displayed by the Royal Micro- 
scopical Society, in some degree a consequence of the esta- 
blishment of the Quekett Club, which has so successfully 
inaugurated excursions and demonstrated the possibility of 
holding conversacioni once a month. He then detailed the im- 
provements in instruments and apparatus, and the invention 
new, more satisfactory, and expeditious methods of microscopical 
investigation, calling attention particularly to Mr. How’s new 
student's microscope, and those of Mr. Bishop and Mr. Cole, 
the two latter of which aimed to secure a large instrument 
with the least possible weight, but are not made for sale; the 
sea-side microscopes of Highley, Beck, and Murray; and a 
fourth by Baker, exhibited by Murray and Heath. Improve- 
microseope. usually in 
Wenham’s prism when the 
i body is required f wers oblique light cannot be 

Mr. Baker has this. Many c in di 


object glass, 
millimetre as 


reference to observations on anatomy, insects, : 
echinodermata, hydrozea, desmids, 
Mr. How exhibited about 
and the meeting terminated with the usual conversazione. 
There is one feature in this club worth mentioning. A 
** question-box” is placed on the table,so that anyone may put 
therein written questions on any microscopical matter, and 


Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 
THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF 
CHOLERA. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—I beg permission to make a brief comment on Dr. Owen 

Rees’s recently published ‘Clinical Remarks on Cholera.” 
Dr. Rees says the statement that during the collapse stage 
of cholera there is an arrest of blood in its passage through the. 
lungs is erroneous, ‘inasmuch as we have now before us ten 


.| consecutive cases of fatal collapse, in all of which the blood 


‘was not arrested in the branches of the pulmonary artery, but 
was found filling the pulmonary veins quite as completely as 
the arteries ; and more than this, it had passed through those 
veins, and reached the left cavities of the heart.’’ No mention 
is made of the weight of the lungs or the state of the 
ic veins ; but the substance of Dr. Rees's statement is, 
nary cireulation during the collapse stage of cho- 
t 


es i remarkable that the anatomical facts of the dis- 
Guy's Hospital should differ.sosmuch from those which 


Tae, Lancet, QUEKETT MICROSCOPICAL CLUB. 5, 1867. 27. 
on the Government, and enables those who are in reality {| microscopical science. Mr. Cooke then noticed Mr. Lewis's. 4 
most responsible to escape. No enactment can be complete | paper on the effect of-the passage of the electric spark through : 
which does not bring the vendor's stores under direct super- 

: spectroscope, whi realised its anticipations, its use 
vision, and which fails to inflict deterrent penalties, not |}. Dy Herapath in the detection of human blood being, how- i 
only for adulteration, but also for proved negligence on the | ever, important. In the Comptes Rendus, M. Rouget has ' 
part of owners and masters of ships. The cost of genuine | set himself to work to controvert Dr. Beale’s views on nerve- ; 

ends, affirming that they do not end in a fine network of i 
the sume strength. It is true the factitions mixtures in | Dr. the light 
vogue are much weaker, and, although chiefly composed of apparatne of the glow-worm, in. the ae gy 4 
citric acid, are sometimes sharpened with vinegar or sulphuric | Review for July. . Beck, in the pe a Journal, 
acid. For the supply of an ordinary ship, a very few pounds | fact that acari have at first six legs, and ulti- 
will represent the difference in cost of the best and the worst | 
to the Microscepleal Socicty of Oxford a 
that “‘ highly respectable men—local magnates—leaders, it acarus adherent to the connective tissue of a 
may be, of public movements—do not seruple to rob their | large veins near the heart of the pigeon. 4 
servants of health and strength, and to bring scorn and re- | te, in the Annals of Natural History for - a 
proach on their country. It is to be regretted that in such | 
flagrant cases as have recently occurred the did net | hone, te at of 
seek redress by an action for damages. When the culprits Those of Assmus, published at Leipsic ; ; 
are so numerous as to keep one another in countenance and | 
tcroscopiceal Journad for January and Apnl. in botany, 
Mr. Herbert Spencer’s papers on the circulation and formation 
eS of wood in plants, in the last part of the Linnean Transactions ; q 
De Bary’s section of the ‘‘ German Handbook of Physiological 
’ recently issued; Dr. Braxton Hicks’s paper on Volvox a 
the tendency of which is to show that in winter the 3 
volvox passes into an ameeboid state—in other words, becomes ; 
an animal,—are worthy of note. Mr. Cooke also gave am | i 
| these are submitted to a snbsequent meeting after having 
passed through the hands of the council ; thus —s q 
| short discussions are often excited, and the experience a 
members brought out and utilised. y 
ms were relerred to. The economic condensers of Hislop, | 
y, Collins, and Webster were notioed, also the Rickett | 
lamp; Dr. Beale’s neutral tint for drawing objects in 
the microscope with Mr Collis modiieaton, which 

ism i into the same fitting converts it into a camera | 4 
; Powell and Leland’s, aud Smith and Beck’s apparatus 
for the illumination of opaque objects; a binocular adapted wg 
to the examination of opaque objects with high powers WW 
of the standard measurement, by the 
author of the paper. With regard to literary contri- | aq 
butions, no other —— perhaps, observed the author, : 
has; done more for microscopy through the past year 
im. this country than Hardwicke’s ‘‘ Science Gossip,” 
which has contained no less. than 150 communications on 
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CLITORIDECTOMY. 


5, 1867, 


ing from the diminished volume of 
air in the lungs; the colour of the surface; and the arrest of 
the circulation; coupled with the collapsed state of the lu 
after death, their deficiency in blood (alth blood ples 
in the large vessels), the contraction of the left cavities of the 
heart, with the empty arterial system,—prove satisfactorily, 
as it appears to me, there is a failure more or less com- 
plete in the transmission of the blood through the lungs.” * 
Dr. Rees admits that collapse may occur with but a mode- 
rate amount of discharges ; and he believes that the cholera 
poison has a depressing influence on the heart somewhat 
similar to that exerted by tobacco, ‘‘ the blood poring Sony 
through the lungs and stopping on the left side of the heart. 
This at is not in accordance with the morbid anatomy of 
* the disease as I have observed it, and as described by Dr. Parkes 
and others; neither is it supported hg results of treatment. 
How can Dr. Rees reconcile with 
temporary benefit from hot injections into the veins, the great 
and anent relief sometimes afforded by venesection, and 
the acknowledged failure of alcoholic stimulants to improve 
the pulse and relieve the other symptoms of cholera r 
Dr. Rees is surprised that Rare? ve —v who inhaled nitrous 
oxide and another who inhaled diluted oxygen, got no 
benefit from the inhalation; and he therefore assumes that 
the blood undergoes some change ‘‘ which destroys its attrac- 
tion for oxygen.” This is and it is 
to undoubted facts. It is unnecessary if we admit 
t the mass of blood is arrested in the minute branches of 
the pulmonary before it reaches the capillaries, where 
it should be ex to the air. The small volume of blood 
which passes ugh the lungs is sufficiently aerated : what 
is required is, not more oxygen to combine with the blood, 
but more moving blood to take up the oxygen in its passage 
through the lungs. Again, Dr. Rees’s assumption is opposed 
to the fact that when cholera blood is brought into contact 


Greenhalgh, he says :—‘‘ We know, on 


never would advise, clitoridectomy for the 

and we are asked to believe that he made an exceptio: 

rule in favour of a patient whose case he had not pe 

gnosed, and whom he had never even seen. ...... I 

ever recommended removal of the clitoris for self- 

patient just referred to stated that-she could not and 

wn excision, ised it would effect a cure. 

Mr. know as 

pealed to I declined to e an 


CLITORIDECTOMY. 


1. In reference to a case sent to me for i Dr. 

authority, that Dr. West never has advised, 
object speci 


deny 


as I do that when I was ap- 
that I had 
t thus con- 


inion, stati 


ience, and could have no faith in the 


is theory the marvellous | fiden a These are Dr. Greenhalgh’s own words 
on the 1 


December, 1866. Nothing material is omitted 


from the sentence, as your readers will see by 
your-last number. My 
words, written in May, 1 
I ever saw the patient. I enclose you the original docu- ~ 
ment 


is also in Dr. Greenhalgh’ 


; “76, Grosvenor-street, Grosvenor-square, May 24th, 1965. 
‘“*My pear Browy,—I am ashamed at this tardy reply to 


which is all I can wish, and 
i 


eve me removes any and every unfavourable impression I 
ined concerning your transactions with me.* 
bring you a case for removal of the clitoris in a few days. 
been under Simpson, A. Farre, and, | think, Dr. West, for 
many months without any t, and but slight tempo- 
, relief from pruritus, from which she has su’ about 
eight years. Simpson some time ago divided the nerves of 
the clitoris on one side without the slightest benefit. I have 
exhausted every remedy, I think I may say, ever 
for the cure of pruritus, so there is no other course open but 


** Believe me, sincerely yours, 
GREENHALGH. 
“P.S. Please return the niece’s letter, which is sent con- 


Is a si word of comment necessary? te, See 
facts ; t I was not the a 3 


the book will show, 
igation upon me, if, on any occasion during that long 
he had pointed out anything in any way objectionable. 

i obedient servant, 


I am, Sir, your L 


Srr,—I am sorry you have brought me into the clitoridec- 
tomy controversy. My convictions were clearly stated before 


hich with such dex wun 
removal, whi great dexterity. 


Es 


see 


mit to 


have been observed elsewhere. Our examinations at King’s 
College Hospital are entirely in accordance with those which ee 
i were made with so much care and accuracy by Dr. Parkes, To the Editor of ‘Tue Lancer. 
who thus summarises his conclusions :—‘‘ The essential symp- 
] toms of the algide cholera—namely, the loss of animal heat; | S1®,—In your impression of last week, there appears a 
f letter from Dr. Greenhalgh, to which I beg leave to offer a 
5 word or two in reply. 
| 
4 
i | 
o" 
ty with air it immediately —— the usual chemical changes. | 
rf This is seen when either the hot venous eee vermee- 
vit impediment to respi ; when a thin layer o 
' arterial hue; and when the lung artificially inflated after 
BE death rapidly becomes florid. These are unquestionable facts, 
4 and they cannot be reconciled with the hypothesis of a myste- fid 
oxygen. 
p of acute rheumatism. The comparison is a fair one, but there 
of the of | the most material parts of my complainta 
} acid sweats of rheumatism, w’ enter. ts of my com 
the skin, are out of the body, and they require only to be ab- against his conduct he absolutely afmits Dr. Greenhalgh 
, sorbed and removed tn rection clothing ; whpsensGeagheberabe attended the Home for three years and a half, and paid us, as 
4 secretions, when thrown into the bowel, may be retained and 
; reabsorbed into the blood. If Dr. Rees has read the book to 
which he refers, he is aware that I do not propose to increase 
the choleraic a but only to prevent their retention 
4 and accumulation within the bowel; and I would ask him | Harley-street, January Baker Brown. 
4 testina) flux to be arrested by opiates astringents is more 
i scieutific, or likely to be more sucoessful, than one who, be- To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
ieving rheumatic fever to be a sweating si i 
| 
; of the surface to cold? In both diseases the discharges are a - , — - mali, 
: necessary part of that process by which the vis medicatriz | the Obstetrical Society ; nor is it needful that I should again oF 
cffects Ge ; tha of tha to refer to them. Upon one point, however, I trust you will 
iB 6 ee - allow me to reply. I stated that I believed clitoridectomy would 
will, I hope, bear me out. By reference to Dr. Savage’s work tunate 
‘ : These means have been largely used by on the Female Pelvic Organs, you will see the following views, Boi 
in the both figured and detailed, and I gather from subsequent con- which 
ti ae) eee eee versation with him that such are his opinions. (See plates ii. tion, b 
drugs, even lemon-juice. iv, itl 
so effective as the diaphoretie action of the hot-air 
engleyel-at the.very tof the di latter greater in proportion than in the male”). Owing, how- disease 
“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, ever, to the position of urethra only » small portion of ‘the vey 
Dec. Bint, 1986. G corpus spongiosum extends into it. The analogues of the 
Parkes, M.D.; P. 06. 
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have obtained from his practice. 

I think we are bound to assume, at the very least, that 
when a surgeon of Mr. Baker Brown’s status brings for- 
ward a number of successful cases, a large proportion of his 


operations must have, been followed by either a temporary or } 4 
that 


permanent relief. But it is by no means 
should also accept his or i 
other modes of accounting for the results ; and it i 
these, which I believe has not been sufficiently dwelt on, and 
which seems to me capable of explaining a large number of his 
cases, that | would venture to attention. 

It is quite certain that a jori 


od temperament. 


only succeed in impressing a patient suffering from any form 
of hysteria that a given method of treatment is certain to be 
successful, it follows, as surely as night follows day, that 
when that method is resorted to a cure will be effected. It 
is this principle which accounts for the occasional success of 
which any strange or irregular method of treatment can always 


I need only trouble you with one and I trust Mr. 
Brown will pardon me the illustration. 
long ago, in Brighton, an individual who professed to cure 
paral and white swellings, and a variety of other for- 
midable complaints, by frictions along the spine and the appli- 
cation of strong adhesive plasters. And he certainly did 
effect some very remarkable results, which must have seemed 
almost marvellous to a non-professional observer. One case 
of hysterical paralysis whichyecovered under his care I myself 
know of, and it might almost vie with the similar one which 
Mr. Brown narrated at the Obstetrical Society. But surely 
no medical man could be found to maintain that the rubbings 
or the had anything to do with the cure. 


removal of a portion of the body which is the fons et origo 
prise that a successfu either temporary or permanent, 
should follow? I think I may safely venture to say that it 

y to uce a strong mental impression on unfor- 
tunate class of patients for whom it is recommended than this 
ion of clitoridectomy. 

Whether it be justi to resort to a method of treatment 
pre i ing and i mutila- 
tion, but which also in its very essence, if this theory is cor- 
rect, depends for its success on an to the imaginative 
faculties, the morbid condition of h is at the root of the 
disease, or whether such a cure is likely to be permanent, are 
for abler hands to 


88. 
I trust it may not be useless thus to draw attention 


mistak r. 
Mr. Smith’s letter as a of the case ing 
a “fact” likely to his views, as stated in his reply 


is, or was, not | bh 


that, altogether, it seems to 
of “i At months from the date 


Now, Sir, I will not comment this long interval which | 
elapsed, but let me ask why, in all fairness, there was no allu-— 
sion made to the return of the catamenia !—irr 


t 
i of confining 
fession to an operation which I rejoice to see has so very 
ew su 


Sim,—My name, in connexion with those of Sir J. Simpson and 
several others, having been alluded to in your last impression 
respecting the above subject, I feel called upon, and I think 
it the duty of every person who has performed the operation, 
to lose no time in publicly stating the result of his experience, 


to one amongst the many which may be given of 


in order, if possible, to bring this vexed question to a speedy 


Tax Lancer, | CLITORIDECTOMY. [Jax. 5, 1867. 29 
| 
spongiosum and intermediate veins of communication | Mr. Brown's cures; for I am very sure that if those of us ! 
to be in. tho double who are opposed to his treatment can only show that it is 
of the vagina, the venus plexus round the urethra, the plexus | based on erroneous theory, and is altogether unscientific im its — | 
around the vagina, the various plexuses connected with the sides we shall sites. mesh ] 
. of the uterus, and the pampiniform plexuses connected with denunciations, or even by the narration of cases. | 
. the bulb of the ovary, (See explanations, plate iv.) I am, Sir, your obedient servant, # 
During the venereal orgasm it is not the clitoris or the crura W. 8. Prayrain, M.D. t! 
alone which become erected, though, like the glans penis, the } Curzon-street, Mayfair, December, 1866. . 
erectile system becomes turgid; it is means i ; , 4 
targjdity thas the fo tighter, the te To the Editor of Tax Lawcer. 
receive the semen, the Fallopian tubes brought dowm in 
ition to the ovary so as to receive the ovum. If these 
are correct immagine Ghvage'e worth a dozen theories, tit pever made a 
fessedly correct,—until you cam remove all these named, | more unfortunate mistake to prove it than by quoting the case 
of Miss B——, mentioned in Mr. Smith’s letter from ——, and 
penis in clitvidestomny. which, with your permission, I will endeavour to show. This 7 
Tam, Miss B—— was placed under my care at the end of July, 1865, 
Montaguoequare, Dec. 36, 1688. suffering from hysteria, associated with amenorrhcea, which, 
ical mania, in uence which uired the | 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. parents to ‘* i being of mind! oo thes 1 
Str,—At the recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society | might retain her, ,» in my house, or else she was to be J 
the speakers in the somewhat stormy discussion on clitoridec- | removed . _ This latter step was, with regret, _ 
tomy confined themselves almost solely to the relation of cases | *topted, and, by their wish, I accompanied her to some apart- 
that had F : ménts in London, which had been prepared. Much to my 
come under their own observation, and no attempt astonishment, I discovered also that : a 
arrangements had been 
was made to explain the results which Mr. Brown professes t0 | made for this young woman to have the clitoris excised, as, in MW 
leas than, twenty minutes after our arrival at the house, a nurse af 
appliances necessary for restraint, and, in spite of my assurance - By, 
to Mr. Brown's usual assistant (Mr. Brown himself not having - 
4 
t was a clear case of hysterical mania arising from amenorrhea, q 
and that mental diseases satisfied me 
come right when the catamenia became 
regular, young woman, .3 twenty, was, nevertheless, - 
y Mr. Brown, who had never | 
seen her in his life before, and bet ‘ 
what, I understand, he might haWe @leaned {from her father! _ 
& highly nervous, susceptivie, and | Se much forthe one can display when an opportunity 
Now we well know that if we can | offers for the ice of any particular ‘‘/heory.” And now 
to Dr. West's letter. = 
Mr. Smith states that ‘‘ Miss B—— had tien (i.e, about _ 
roast quiet,” a reasonable being; ‘‘bat when she 
fret came to kine she from ail Whe af” 
ysterical mania”—that is to say, in other words, that Mr. - : 
Smith found her some two or three months after the operation . 
in the same condition as. she Was on March 26th, when Mr. 
Brown received her 
have taken a period ig 
operation before Mr. : 
appears in the letter to his friend Mr. Brown, dated the 15th t 
ultimo. 
aware It has ut whic OW & slight appearance i 
nm the same principle, i you say to an hysterical patient, | just prior to Miss B—— leaving me, and, as some encourage- , 
‘You are suffering from Ve prema irritation, and if you sub- {| ment, I assured her parents might eventually become perfectly 7 
mit to a somewhat formidable operation, which consists in the | right; and I think Messrs. and Smith can testify to 
such having been the case, although at distant intervals, | } 
With many apologies for thus trespassing on your columns, ; 
Tam, Sir, yours faithfully. 
Margate, Dec. 10th, 1966. Aupert P. Owen, M_R.C.S. la 
To the Béitor of Tax Laxcer. 
_ 
yy 
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termination—feeling that our friend, Mr. B. Brown, who, by 
his scientific and bold ions, has proved himself a public 

, is just now in anything but an enviable position. 
As regards myself, I must confess I have not met with the 
success that, from printed statements, I had anticipated ; but 
I have great pleasure in ing testimony to a case on which 
Mr. Brown operated which ted in a perfect cure. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Dover, Dec. 28th, 1966. ALLEN DUKE. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Ovarioromy has been.twice performed here during the past 
month, no cases having been operated on at either of the hos- 
pitals for about twelve months previously, 

The first case occurred at the General Hospital, under the 
care of Mr. David Bolton, and proved very favourable for the 
operation. The cyst was of fair size, unilocular, and free from 
adhesions, so that on the completion of the incision the tumour 
was easily drawn out of the abdominal cavity. The pedicle 
was treated with the clamp, and the wound was closed with a 
loss of scarcely an ounce of blood. But, as if to show the un- 
certainty of the result, even under the most skilful hands, 
peritonitis followed, and the patient died on the fourth day. 

In the second case, Mr. Gamgee operated at the Queen's 
Hospital. The tumour was moderately large, and scarcely, if 
at all, movable, either before or during the first part of the 
operation. One cyst was evacuated, the operator carefully 
preventing the passage of any of the fluid into the peritoneal 
cavity ; and then a second cyst, which dipped deeply down 
into the right iliac fossa, was found to be the cause of the im- 
mobility of the mass. When this cyst was drawn up, the 
residue, which consisted < eee matter, was easily 
turned out of the abdominal cavity. No adhesions were en- 
countered ; the icle was treated with Mr. Clay’s clamp. 

i fell to 80 a few hours after the operation, 

never rose above that rate. The clamp was 

removed on the third day, the last suture by the sixth. The 

recovery has been throughout uninterru The chief in- 

of the case, apart from the operation, consists in the 

striking manner in which it illustrates the difficulty of a 
any opinion as to the existence of adhesions on the mobility 


The prof Birmingham ha 
e ession in Birmi ve felt the want of a 
Medical Reference Library, and re from time to 
time been made to form one. Some years back the Pathological 
Society amassed a considerable number of books, which on 
the Society’s dissolution were transferred to the Birmingham 
Library, in the hope that new medical works would be added 
annually. This hope, from causes difficult to determine, was 
not fulfilled; and year after year the old books grew dustier, 
and fewer new ones found their way to join them. In 1860, 
the Midland Medical Society arranged to hold its meetings in 
the medical room of the Birmingham Library, and took 
of the books, with the intention of rendering the collection 
more complete. The task was too heavy a one, however, for a 
society with only seventy members, and was at last of necessity 
when was com to vacate the room 
to e more space for the subscribers of the Li a 
The medical books have Seton been shut up a 
room. A few months back a Bock Society was established at 
the Queen’s Hospital, with the object of collecting all the British 
and the chief French and German medical periodicals, as well 
as books, tae of Pa forming the nucleus of a future 
library. is iety still exists, and promises to prosper. 
Another noble attempt has just been made at the General 
Hospital by the offer of Dr. James Johnstone, the consulting 
dhysician to the institution, to give the whole of his large 

brary to the hospital, Mr. Crom has usly followed 
his colleague’s example, and the Hospital Goanmnittes have de- 
termined to fit up a suitable room for th ion of the 
books. If a united effort of the profession in the district could 
once be obtained, and the materials now collected in di 
places be gathered together, a 
quickly founded. The task, too heavy 
prove easy if every practitioner 


definition of the duties 


The charity has hitherto done very li 
to its income, as shown by f i 
diture of £1085 only sufficed, with wnsalaried 
cers, to relieve 103 in-patients and 1690 out-pati 


must begin-; if not, the maternity 

Dispensary 

For the honorary surgeoncy, vacant by Mr. 

tion, Drs. Wardenand Earle and Mr. Hoffman have ann 

themselves as candidates ; Dr. Warden's election is certain. 
Birmingham, Dec. 31st, 1866, 


PARIS. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Tue annual public meeting of the Academy of Medicine 
took place on the 11th inst.; with the usual accompaniments of 
this solemnity. The house was crowded, and at the foot of 
the tribune sat a circle of ladies. M. Dubois’ report on the 
prizes which had been distributed during the last academic 
year was attentively listened to—such is the grace which this 
talented gentleman gives to all the subjgcts, even the most 
barren, which he handles. But the great attraction of the day 
was the discourse of the secretary of the Academy for the year, 
M. Béclard. Rarely has an orator met with such a sympa- 
thetic audience received so com a triumph, and, it 
must be added, so well-merited a triumph. The subject of 
his discourse was the panegyric of Gerdy, the well-known 
medical author, surgeon, professor, and academician, who «lied 
in 1856, and whose eulogy had been twice before pronounced 
at the Faculty of Medicine and the Society of Surgery, by 
M. Nélaton and M. Broca. The choice of this only age 
the Union Médicale, by a rising orator, and for such a pvbli 
occasion, rised some people. The peculiar character of 
Gerdy, and the circumstances which it sometimes enta 
made it a difficult and delicate subject to handle ; whilst the 
nature of his works and the general outline of his life did not 
afford matter for oratorical effect. If so, M. Béclard’s merit 
must be magnified. His discourse was a model of true elo- 
quence : remarkable for elevation of thought, warmth and sin- 
cerity of feeling, and an exquisite sense of propriety, 
in beautiful language. His valuation of the scientific career 
and discoveries of Gerdy—of his works, which embrace such a 
wide field of medical literature—of his abilities, more remark- 
able for boldness of conception and ingenuity of thought than 
for depth or power of mind; his estimate of Gerdy’s p ody oon 
a man of singular habits, of austere life, of great independence of 
thought and character, an enthusiastic lover of truth and justice, 
but whose aggressive and inflexible temper and want of mode- 
ration spoiled his better qualities ; his estimate of the orator, 
who been during twenty years one of the most active and 
eloquent combatants in the debates of this Academy, but 
whose violent outbreaks and unparliamentary language had 
evinced such impartiality of jadgment, was accompani 
such ingenious remarks, and conveyed in such delicate and 


his admiration for the system of public competition, 
and his deep regret at its abolition. He attributed to this 
abolition the many evils which have impaired the prestige of 
the Faculty, the decline into which it is falling, the decay of 
free teaching im Paris, and the absence of all emulation. 
Professorship was no longer a vocation, but a stepping-stone 
to worldly advancement. No, the concours was not, as its 


should the mass of men 
few exceptional natures 


342 wet 26 


BIRMINGHAM.—PARIS. (Jan. 5, 1867; 
i The readers of Tue Lancer have already been informed of 
the Sracas at the Hospital. The non- 
4 of the ies’ Association has un- 
/ | doubtedly been the cause of the mischief, but the present 
j | crisis in the affairs of the hospital has long been imminent. 
portion 
1865 an 
medical 
ts. Six 
' | skilful practitioners in the town might have been found to 
; ¥ attend all the out-patients at a considerably smaller cost, while 
tie Td the general hospitals could have easily accommodated the cases” 
i , of disease. If the institution survives the storm, a new régime 
4 
| 
I 
| 
fi 
fe 
m 
F 
| : 
i 
“ | laurels was at that point of his discourse when, referring to 
| the different concours at which Gerdy had earned his pro- 
a | fessorial chair and other scientific honours, M. Béclard ex- 
| 
BY | detractors would have it, an easy prize for speaking men, 
ae | the detriment of thinking men ; and even if it were so, why 
tl cage of teaching be sacrificed to a 
i may be wells of erudition but 
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cannot teach? ‘‘The principal mission of our schools is not 
to form savants (these people are self-made men), but to form 
useful and well-taught men, and sosecure in France the 
servation of public health. _ As the orator reached the climax of 


MEDICAL NEWS. [Jan. 5, 1867. 3] 


A very important trade has sprung up in North 
Staffordshire, which promises to assume large proportions. It 
is the extraction of oil from shale, a material found in 


fobs 


| 


bw portion of his discourse, and, with singular happiness of 


discovered in a peat bed near 


Ir is proposed to build an additional Lunatic Asylum 
for Cheshire, at Henbury, near 


Aw invalid home has been 


for the suffering and overworked needlewomen of London. 


Srroup Generat Hosprran.—RMr. Alfred 8. Cooke, 
M.R.C.S. Eng., the house-surgeon, has withdrawn his resig- 
mation and continues to act. 

Tue Report of the Coroner for Middlesex will be 
read before the meeting of the Social Science Association in 
February next. 


THE serious illness of Dr. Bence Jones still confines he 


from seeing patients. 

In the year 1866 there was a osteck sh 
number 8,716,276, and of sheep 26,875,903, im the — 


The © Coroner for Central ‘Middlesex reports that 109 


have come under his notice 


Pauper Lunaties.—On the ‘Ist of January, 1866, 
there were 39,827 “ ether persons of un- 


sound mind,” who were chargeable -rates; of whom 
29,617 wars. on ant tai on 


cholera has ceased at Constantinople, and Smyrna 
— restrictions on arrivals from these ports have been 
remo’ 


Art a late inquest ‘held arpon a man who had died 
of small-pox, and who had not been waccinated, it was stated 
that out of 91 cases of persons vaccinated, one only, and that 
a baby, had died of the disease, whereas 6f 30 unvaccinated 
persons 16 died of the malady. 


27 ; Edinburgh and 


and which, a very short time 
ago, was t to be not onl valueless, but au actual in- 
cumbrance. y the trade has become important. 


Breuiscuam Lowatic Asytum.— An Entertain- 
ment, consisting of “‘ Readings selected from the Poets and 
Humourists of day,” Pine ere by Mr. and Mrs. Ri 
to the inmates of the abo lum on Monday the < 
ultimo. patients were who 
appeared to — — judging from applause 
which they frequently besto 

Drivxine is proposed to erect four 
drinking-fountains at Bournemouth, in convement positions. 
—— be in the Gothic style, and composed of carved Port 

stone, with canopy supported by four coloured marble 
columns, and the waste water will be available for cattle and 

M. Prererre, an American dentist of Paris, has 
addressed a letter to the Academy of Medicine, stating that 
by protoxide of iron he can produce anesthesia of sutiicient 


| duration to remove teeth without pain, and perform dental 
operations of short duration. 


Non-preezing Wet Merers.—Glycerine is said to 
be not only the most economical, but also in every respect the 
‘| most suitable for filling gas-meters, to keep “them from 
|| freezing. 
purpose. — 


Two cabmen were summoned before the magistrates 
at Bradford, Yorkshire, a few days since, for having refused 
to take up a woman who said she bad been suddenly taken in 
ae. t appeared that in January last the guardians had 

eer atk intimating that a conveyance was kept at 
for removing infected and cautioning 
pe of cabs not to allow such to be conveyed in 
their vehicles. The cabmen, in said that under this 
notice they believed they were 4. se in refusing to con- 


| vey the woman in summonses were dis- 


Burtt, the resident medical officer of St. Pancras 
workhouse, having resigned his office, the vestry, with whom 
the appointment rests, directed advertisements to be issued 
for candidates to fill the vacant office, at a salary of £1 
rising to £200 a year, with vaccination fees, and beard 
mg. of the vestry was held to receive 
from candidates, examine testimonials, &c., and 
to make a selection of the vestry at 
its 


of the 


and next time we may have betteriuck.” It 
was the candidates, and ad- 
vertise again. — Pall-mail Gazette. 
Pusiic Herauta—It appears from the return of 
-General for the week ending Saturday, Dec. 
29th, that the deaths in that period were 1436, being 118 less 
— the estimated average corrected for increase ef popula- 
a death from cholera appears to have taken 
occurred in Whitechapel. “There were 14 from 
pe ra ae Small-pox appears to be prevalent in some districts, 
deaths are:above the average, the numbers for the last 
ae respectively being 18, 26, 29, 30, 36, 26, and 35. 
Bronchitis to have been remarkably fatal last week, 
the deaths being 224 as against 17] the previous week. A 
high rate of mortality at Newcastle-on-Tyne, which has 
vailed for the last seven weeks, is.attributed to an epidemic of 
scarlatina, which caused one- third of the whole number of 
deaths in that period. The annual rates of mortality for 
thirteen of the fer largest towns in the week ending December 
were per 1000 :—Haull, 23; London and Lublin, 24; 
Bristol and Salford, 25 ; ca 26 ; Leeds and Glasgow, 
Manchester, 30; Liverpool, 


; and Newcastle-on-Tyne, 37 


victors in these ardent struggles for the which, | 
at the time, excited the whole medical community of France, 
M. Velpens, the whole house rang with repeated plaudits | 
“*I feel drawn, I must confess it, gentlemen,” he said in con- | 
elusion, and as a last tribute to the character of Gerdy, | 
“towards these proud and almost stern and unsociable na- | q 
tures. But when I retreat into my own nature, I find that | 7 
unalloyed virtue is a rarity indeed. To reckon with men, | 
Men of M. Gerdy’s | 4 
stamp are fe&red, and are not much sought after. They are | : 
useful men, nevertheless, were it only to tear away minds a 
from the rong, of habit and reawaken conscience when bs 
buried in sleep. In this, perhaps, consists the greatest triumph | i 
admires it.” 
Paris, December 1966. 
Hledical Hetws. 
Apornecarigs’ — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- iq 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 27th:— 
Goodall, J Walworth-read_ j 
Hunt, Willinws Semen | 
Pook, William John, Mount Pleasant, Gray’s-inn-road. i} qi 
The following gentleman also on the same passed his yy 
first examination :— 
King, Henry Kerwan, Guy's Hospital. 
Dr. IsseL. has been appointed a magistrate for the 4g 
borough of Plymouth. i 
yas considered up to the parochial standard, q 
| and fit to be sent to the vestry for election. It was then said, _ 
| “We cannot send up only one to the vestry for election, for . 
that would give them no choice ; and as to that one, 
| thirty-five years of age, and if he wasa clever man wouldn't 
have got on better by this time and been above taking a & 
rkhouse appointment ? so we had better reject them all and 4 
| 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS.—NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.  {[Jan. 5, 1867. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
C.P.1, hi M Vi 
T.B LES edical Officer, Public 


&e for the Carrigaline Dispensary Dis- 
trict of the Union, vice B. M.D, 
has been appointed Medical Officer for the Eastern Dis- 
Medical Officer for the Barton 


vice P. Benson, M.R.C.8.E., 

bee Medical Officer for the Newport 
Llewellyn, M.R.C.S.E., deceased. 

©. A, A.D. ha 


M.RCS.E., resigned. 4 


W. Davies, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaeci- 
nator for the 


for Parish of Frimley, in the Farnham Union, Surrey, vice 
W. A. Maybury, M.R.C.S.E. 


T. S. Extis, and Medial Attendant to in 
Gk ical Attendant to 


J. Baveos, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been 
Di Luton Union, 


ice Clarke, MCS 
re and M appointed Hox , Cardiff, 
eppeteted Medical Officer to the of 
the Cardiff Union. 
Dr. J. M‘W. Granam has been Medical Officer and Public V: 
nator for the St. Andrew's Plymouth. vice Mr Vinceut Noel, 
T. W. Hastenvsr, M.R.C.S.E., has been Ge 
Union, vice T. Haslehust, 


Mr, J. B. Huenss, of Congleton, has ‘edical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for the Macclesfield District (which includes the Workhouse 
and Fever rh of the Macclesfield Union, vice Nathaniel C. Wood, 


M.R.C.S.E., resi 
M. H. Hompneeys, M.R.C.S. Medical Officer for the 
Long Crendon District of Thame 


FP. J. Ryper, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Assistant Medical Officer at 
the Greenwich Union Workhouse. 


H. Suaw, M.R.CS.E., has been Resident Obstetric Assistant to 
Middlesex Hospital, vice W. , M.R.C.8.E., who has completed 
R. Srvanr, L.RLC-P.Ed., has been ted Assistant Medical Officer of the 
Fisherton House Asylum, 


Dr. H. G. Surrow has been appointed fourth Assistant-Physician to the 
London Hospital. 


Births, Mlacriages, amd Berths. 
BIRTHS. 

t., at Blackheath, the wi Dr. A. 


the wife of J. C. Bulteel, 
Meath, the wife of Webb ID, of 


wife of P. Swales, M.R.C.S.E., oom of a son. 

of Dr. Superintendent 

Lunatic Asyl. m, of a daughter. 

road, the wife of F. C.J 
Russell-square, the 


ee 
Rom 


FF 
“4 


M.D., of a son. 
of W.S. Wat- 


the with of Senay 


at Cleator, Cumberland, the wife of Dr. Brockwell, ofa 


MARRIAGES, 
the 10th of November, at Galle Face Church, a eet 
of London, Miller, to Mary Ann, daughter of the 
Wahltuch, M.D. 


Alex. 
Cards. 

On the ul Drumoore, Argylishire, John R. Somerville, M.D., 
of Foo-Chow, China, to M eldest iter of the 
late W. D. Dic kson, Esq., of Glentewing, i .—No Cards. 

On the 2nd inst. at the Cathedral, Manchester, John L.B.CS8.Ed., 
to Mary Jane, third surviving daughter of Samuel Hunt, of Man- 


DEATHS. 
On the 14th ult., R. Jackson, M.R.C.S.E., of Manchester, 


On the 2ist es Dandy, M.R.C of — 
t., at t 
pe ment on 
‘orres, J. R. Russe! 
On the 24th ult., J. B, Kittson, L.R, Newport, Co, Tipperary, 


Co Correspondents. 


a verdict of “ poisoned by mistletoe-berries,” is worth a 
moment's notice. It is somewhat difficult to make oneself believe that 
these berries possess any very active poisonous properties. As they contain, 
however, a viscid principle similar to caoutchouc, a d are decidedly par- 
gative, it is just as well at the present time, when children have free 
access to them, that people should be put upon their guard to prevent 
their being eaten or chewed. The medicinal virtues traditionally ascribed 
since the Druids’ time to the mistletoe are as marked as the veneration 
with which the plant was regarded; but the leaves and berries have been 
frequently exhibited without ill result, and, as report says, with good 
effect. On the other hand, some of the ancients regarded the plant as 
poisonous. An old herbalist, Gerarde, in the sixteenth century, speaks of 
it, however, very favourably:—“ A few berries of the mistletoe, bruised 
and strained into oil, and drunken, hath presently and forthwith rid 
a grievous and sore stitch;” and Galen affirmed that it was a wondrous 
remedy applied outwardly for “humours.” Birds feed freely on the berries 
without harm. The wood and bark were used in epilepsy, and Colbach 
recommended the powdered leaves or twigs in drachm doses or as an 
infusion. In Prussia the branches and leaves have been mixed with rye- 
flour, and made into bread, and not anfrequently given to sheep, who have 
enjoyed them. In none of these instances hs any il! effect resulted; nor 
in its formerly more superstitious ase, as a charm to ensure fecundity, or a 
protection against witchcraft and the devil. The verdict, therefore, of the 
jury in the case referred to is not altogether satisfactory. 

M.B. Med. Assoc.—The greatest number of members of the Association are 
in Middlesex—namely, 316, and the greatest number of Fellows in the 
same county—namely, 104, of whom 73 voted at the last election. 


to you, and which to that “ recent researches are strongly 
against” my publis series of observations on the fatty of 
to do with my a 

Dr. Brinton alludes to a “ prize bullock” 


were o speak; “the best steer peg 
ze of the “whole exhibition (1847), a under three years, was 
1 Ibs, of oil-cake per diem, besides o ther food, and weighed upwards 
200 stone! The si, thr the size of the 


animals as com: _— respective aves,” the bullocks averaging from 

two to three years, the sheep abont sear ci. You cannot build a house 

a good one: but there is a flaw in Dr. 
inten’s (one 


year following mine—i. e., pry 

the most conclusive,” Pre is ~ a singular that he never once alluded to 
them in the conversations we had from time to time, as colleaeues at the 


ment of his case with regard to the Bradford Union. We do not see, upon 
acareful perusal of his statement, reason to retract a single word of our 
comments upon the case. The fact that all connected with the 
removal of the lunatic by the guardians was paid without demar, renders 


pital in 1787. He used to say that he “ had served the hospital as man and 
boy for balf a century.” 
Mr. 


ox eve to Bests There is nothing to pay. 


Pusure Vaccrwation. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


their own hones, for the above tiling extra fe 
not think us will go in for the “ 
eman visits the school of one parish on 


of children vaccinated by me than Soar obedient ner district, bis 
A Pusure V. 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
4 
1 
: 
’ 
1 
D 
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fy 


«x 


= 
| 
i 
Parze Carriz. 
| To the Editor of Tax Lawcert. 
a an referentially in nO you last week waich he piace vo 
posal Yours obediently, 
Connaught-square, January, 1967, Paspericx J. Gant, F.B.CS. 
Fi Bradford.—Dr. Highmore has padlished in the T-owdridge Chronicle a state- 
} their shabby conduct to Dr. Highmore more conspicuous and unjustifiable. 
Dr. Highmore is entitled to the thanks of his professional brethren for his 
5 daughter. eae spirited conduct in this matter. It is to be regretted that disagreements 
of this kind should arise, trivial as they are in some respects, though of 
-@ great importance to the honourable position which a medical practitioner 
| On should occupy as a union surgeon. 
{ ; Rahere, (St. Bartholomew’s.)—Mr. Pott resigned the surgeoncy of the hos- 
| 
a: Srr,—-I dare say many others like myse!f have received a visit from a gen- 
nemed Master on the of vassination, and hive been x 
’ | by him that the Government is willing to make an honorary grant (the mag- 
ae —— nificent sum of 8d. or ls. per case) to us, on condition that we obtain the vac- 
) cination at less than one year of age, and that good protective cicatrices are 


B EF Fae 


Tue Laxcer,] 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Jaw. 5, 1867. 38 


amonest THE 

Mx. Ewstrs tells us that in May, 1965, a Medical Mission Dispensary was 
established in the capital of Kashmir, and remained open til! the end of 
the season (the middle of October), when Europeans migrate to the hills. 
Some 5080 cases applied for relief, and out of these there were 30 cases of 
epithelioma, proved by the general and minute history of the instanees— 
that is to say, one case in every 254 patients. There are differences ob- 
servable in reference to the disease as it occurs in Kashmir and England, 
especially as to its seat ; for whilst in England it occurs rarely before forty, 
in 7 of the 20 cases of Mr. Emslie it appeared earlier, and in one case in a 
child three years old. It has great predilection for the abdomen and inner 
parts of the thigh. In the 20 cases mentioned the disease was situated in 
one of either of these two parts. This is accounted for by the fact that 
‘men and women, young and old, are in the habit of carrying about with 
them what are called kangris, earthenware pots, covered with wicker-work, 
and more or less ornamented to suit the price and taste of the buyer—in 
fact, they are portable braziers, in which they burn charcoal; and in cold 
weather these are carried next to the bare skin of the belly, under the loose 
garment which is worn, and when in-doors or in a sitting position are 
placed by the Kashmiris between the thighs. Mr. Emslie thinks that it is to 


skin characterised by a severe or painful sensation of itching, some 
of which are very en ly distressing. Of 
course I am referring to troubles have no ve constitational signs 


or diffused over a the body. I am much inclined to 
; butt 8 not now a 

the portionian > ond ys fan 
case it or cy am 

accustomed to have the 
over with the phenic-acid which is prepared for me by Mr. Cooper, of 
Lik Sir, I am “ sceptical of the value of new remedies ;” but 
the has sometimes surprised me, and 
what adds to its and beauty asa y is the celerity of its relieving 

ours obediently, 

Bedford-square, Dec. 24th, 1806. 


opinion,” &c. 


the scarcity of medical practitioners in 
Jamaica, are referred to a letter in the last Lanczt on the subject. 

A Member, (Devonport.)—We understand that no essay has been sent in for 
the Jacksonian Prize on Fractures into the Joints. 

X. Y. Z—For medical attendance, Yes. For medicines, Doubtful. 


Errects or Iloprps or Porasstum. 


To the Eéitor of Tax Lancet. 
Sre,—Mr. Miller like to be informed that the using of finely- 
sited sugar ecacious in 0b ting t tarrhal 


Sraictugs or rux 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

—A patient of mine is suffering apparen 
taking his customary det bs is suffer- 
from great debility and ration of st 
ordered him ty of sae oe preparation of Will any 

your readers ly give mea 
Sir, yours 
Newport, Mon., Dee. 26th, 1806.” Jauzs MOD. Edin. 


Cuartne-cross Hosrrtav. 


Trexs is an unpleasant feeling existing between the Counci! of Charing-cross 


of the hospital was not considered to be the most happy. It would not 
be difficult to give a reason for the opinions expressed by the gentleman in 
question; but it is one with which the Council themselves collectively had 
nothing to do, and of which the majority of them are certainly ignorant. 
It is of paramount importance that all connected with smal/ schools should 
pull well together, otherwise the larger institutions, with the superior ad- 
vantages they possess, will weaken the influence of the latter as clinical 
schools. A suggestion has been thrown out that the hospital should 
amalgamate with the Ophthalmic institution hard by—an arrangement 
that offers no difficulty in its fulfilment, and one that recommends itself 
on many grounds. 

Mr. Ashton’s paper shall probably appear next week. 

J. M., (Upper Kennington-lane.)—It was thought desirable not to publish 
the letter in the form forwarded. A notice appeared in Tax Laycerr re- 
specting it. 

Mr. Edye's \etter did not reach us until] Tax Lawcerr had gone to press. 


To the Editor of Tax Lawczt. 

Dr. West and Mr. Baker Brown is one 


is married, and the habit hes not been 
ee until sy ‘the tm last ht, and following upon a return and 
aa of the former ter or we chief of which are—silence or inco- 


An Intending Candidate.—1. The examination being practical, it would be 
very advisable.—2. Mr. Heath's appointment would, we imagine, rather 
Movuwtsorx 
We need a little information about the reported sutbreak of cholera in the 


4 Banker's Manager is thanked. The subject shall not escape notice. 


Srzcrat Hosrrrars. 
To the Béditor of Tax Lancet. 


cpesting « special hospitals” induces me to call your attention toa excel- 
lent cle in the tik, for this month, entitled “The 

ities of Doing Good ;” for, of course, what it says on the subject has 

the more force coming as it does from a non-medical quarter. For in- 


stance, the writer says -— 
toa ious extent. There are what are called ‘ 


been doing, there will one day be special doctors for 
left eye, and others for curing diseases of the right eye. It will be no 
Means uncommon 


nominate pure cod-liver oil oleine, and they have requested us to express 


some persons whose digestive and assimilative powers are weak; but it 

must not be forgotten that the stearine is a valuable constituent of cod- 

liver oil, and that where it can be readily appropriated the preference is to 

be given to the oll from which that principle has not been abstracted. 
Inpraw Mupicat Service. 

Ovnr correspondent’s account of the case of the Indian medical service, as 
affected by recent changes, is scarcely either impartial or correct. One 
error in it seems to arise from the haste with which the writer had stated 
the case. We should be glad of any careful statement of grievances; bat 
the present seems too brief and inaccurate for publication. 


Mr. Olicer Pemberton shall receive a private note. 


4 
| 
| Hospital and the Senior Surgeon, whose criticism on the Report drawn up 
| by the sub-committee of the Council appointed to inquire into the working 
a 
the use of the kuagri, and its contact with the belly and thighs, that the ee » 
determination of epithelioma to the spots named is to be attributed. The q 
fact harmonises well with the occurrence of epithelioma in the lower lip in } 
inveterate smokers of short clay-pipes. : 
Dr. Friend.—Several distinguished surgeons have resided and made large ene Teens : 
Practices in Lincoln’s-inn-fields, as Percival Pott, Cline, Vincent, Stanley, | that masturbation is a ; 
Green, and others. evidence on which such a conclusion is based would be very acceptable to ; 
a. E. H.—He is duly qualified. Avy surgeon can treat such cases. : 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
Srr,—I have read your few observations on the liquor carbonis deter- | Gnaffected Your obedient servant 
gens as a of value in certain skin diseases, and I am thence reminded . wens 
of my desire to call the attention of the profession more generally to the use December Sod, 008. 4 Cocmsnr Susnen. a 
of the phenic acid as an external application in the varving forms of ¢ 4 
a th them—such diseases, for example, as some of the varying forms of 
prurigo senilis, pudendi maliebris, &c., eczema in its chronic form, scabies, } 
and the troubles connected with the presence of ieuli, either circumacrj | ) 
Mountjoy Convict Prison, where a goodly number of the arrested Fenians } 
are confined. The disease is said to have seized, not upon the political ‘ 
criminals, but the officials in charge, and to have caused several deaths. qi 
The water, too, used for drinking purposes seems to be obtained from a a 
canal adjoining the prison, which is reported to be the receptacle of a }. 
large amount of sewage. q 
q 
—_ hich is just now taking place i journal * 
correspondent, makes no difference in regard to the rule of etiquette to | : 
be observed. Mr. V. should not have seen the patient, unless under very i 
exceptional circumstances, in the absence of the gentleman in attendance. | i 
We hope that there is some mistake with respect to “disagreeing in | a-days being carried \ 
ties we must 
Mepreat Practrrioners 1m Jamarca. ‘ave special doctors lor certain classes aud oF aiseases : ear diseases, 
Dr. Packman, Mr. Welsh, Mr. J. Dods, and many other gentlemen who | 670 diseases, diseases of the chest, kc Lndeed, if matters go on as they have fj 
am, 
Traro, December 31st, 1866. Joux M. Quicxz. 
“Pvae Cop-tiver Or Ovenrs.” : 
ee We have received from Messrs. Bedford Brothers samples of what they de- 
our opinion upon its merits after having duly tested it. We consider the 
name given the article to be wanting in scientific accuracy, inasmuch as it 
- ; ; - does not consist of pure oleine alone, but of all the constituents of cod- 
In colds aud hay-iewer ite effects are aleo benelicial. | oil, the chief difference being that the greater part of the stearine has 
I remain, Sir, yours, &c., been removed. This has been done, no doubt, on the supposition that the ‘ 
Bath, December 29th, 1886. M.D. oleine is more digestible than the more easily solidified stearine. There is ] 
. probably good foundation for this impression, and therefore the oleine of 
4 Competitor, (Birmingham.)—The award will be made about May next, per- Messrs. Bedford Brothers may be better suited than the ordinary oil for 
haps earlier. The essays for the Collegiate Triennial Prize must be sent in 
before Christmas-day next. 
| Mr, Prangiey should make application to the Poor-law Board. 


$4 Tae Lanozr,] 


(Jan. 5, 1867. 


_Mancep vos Lrvs. 

‘Waar terrib! y i of the after horrors of war the Americans 
must come in contact with. The Report of Surgeon-General Barnes, of the 
United States Medical Department, referred to by the Sunday Gazette, 
tells us that from July, 1862, to July, 1866, nearly 4000 artificial legs, 
2240 arms, 9 feet, and 35 hands were supplied to wounded soldiers, and that 
the Army Medical Department was hard at work in the manufacture of 
1000 more limbs. These returne do not include those of volunteers or the 
various State organisations, each of which makes a separate report; nor 
indeed do they indicate the mutilation in the higher grades of the ser- 
vice, hence they represent an amount of maiming amongst the masses 
which is altogether startling. The medical branch of the service suffered 
severely : 29 army surgeons were killed under fire, 10 more died of wounds, 
12 are reported as having been “killed by accident”—not a consolatory 
explanation to their confréres,—and no less than 271 died from diseases of 
various kinds incidental to the service. 

An Old Member, (Brighton.)—The result of the examination alluded to is 
still under consideration. 


Country Practitioner should charge 1s. 6d. for every case of vaccination, 


“Tae Arornecarr.” 
To the Editor of Tax Lanczr. 
Sre,—I, an h i. the favour of a space in columns to 
beg 


an pted on 
in his last rather on the new o 
‘and are not afraid to use the knife how and where aud when it is needed. 
Dr. West especially ought to know or learn better than any epethonty the 
relative pond = importance of the nymphe and clitoris, and ought 
mot even to countenance, what I must call, the unphysiological and 
‘Unpath logical 0 o'-scenity so shamelessly promu of late to the calumny 
of the whole sex, by representing the excision of the clitoris a grave operation. 
‘The whole of the Cannel mature male organs have been removed, without 
the necessity of securing a vessel, more than once. Why make so much of 
‘the part in question, a mere rudimentary type formation’ of no importance 
and of no use (and of no abuse either, I assert), not even so much so as the 
rt is letters, an su myself—w mn 
mame, as Twrlte not personally tor for— 
ours obliged, 

London, January, 1867. “Any 
Hi. F. 8, (Kennington.)—It is stated in Hutchinson’s Memoirs that Balamio 

(not Balmanno) flourished at Rome about the year 1555, and was physician 

‘to Pope Leo X., by whom he was greatly esteemed. 


Mr. FP. Spouncer.—A guinea a day is a most reasonable remuneration, and 
would be obtained, we think, by appeal to a court of law. 


AscaRtpEs. 
“Scylla” ever tried phosphoric acid in combination with ipeca- 
Bx euanha wine and infusion of we V In addition, an occasional dose in the 
morning of rhubarb and 


Bath, December 29ih, 1966. 


Communications, Letrers, &c., have been received from — Prof. Syme; 
Dr. Alderson; Dr. George Johnson; Dr. Lockhart Robertson; Dr. Tilt; 
Mr. F. J. Gant; Dr. Handfield Jones; Dr. Hyde Salter; Mr. T. P. Teale ; 
Mr. Maunder; Dr. Clarke, Lynton; Mr. Quin; Mr. Pitman; Mr, Mos‘ord ; 
Dr. Gibbin, Bangor. Mr. R. B. Kidd; Dr. Wahltuch, Manchester; Mr. Gill ; 
‘Mr. Poole; Dr. M‘Millan, Buckley ; Mr. Peel; Mr. Horrocks, Edzeworth ; 
Dr. Harrison, Walsall; Mr. Miller, Edinburgh; Mr. Falke; Mr. Holmes; 
Mr. Todd; Mr. Cumming, Kirkeudbright; Dr. Turnbull; Dr. Stevenson; 
Dr. Bennett, Builth; Mr. Kilburn, West Auckland ; Dr. Clark, Chasetown ; 
Dr. Davis ; Mr Molyneux, Wigan; Mr. Evan; Mr. Heaton ; Mr. J. H. Theis, 
St. George's ; Dr. Page ; Dr. Oliver; Dr. M‘Call Anderson ; Mr. Parkinson ; 
Dr. Montigambert, Quebec; Dr. Green, Cawood; Dr. Pirrie; Mr. Garden ; 
Dr. Fuller ; Mr. Smart, Manchester ; Mr. E. Davies, Newport; Dr. Stewart, 
Glasgow ; Mr. Ede, Losterford; Mr. Hayman, Axminster; Dr. Duke, Dover; 
Dr. Lowe, King’s Lynn ; Dr. C. Kidd; Dr. Callenan, Ennis; Mr. Wortley ; 
Dr. White, Guilsborough; Dr. Male, Leamington; Dr. Smith, Gorton ; 
Mr. Berwick, Sanderland; Dr. Harris, Camborne; Dr. Bailey, Stotfold'; 
Dr. Wilson, Lanchester ; Mr. Kennedy; Dr. Quicke, Truro; Mr. Marsden ; 
Mr. Bennett ; Ur. M‘Bean ; Dr. Morris, Blackpool; Dr. Quick, Penzance ; 
Dr. Somerville, Lochgilphead ; Mr. Walker; Mr. Owen, Margate; Dr. Isbell, 
Plymouth; Dr. Mayer, Munich ; Dr. Griffin, Southampton; Mr. Johnstone ; 
Dr. Packman, Wimborne; Dr. Fenn; Mr. Dowker; Dr. Falconer, Bath ; 
Mr. Pizzo; Mr. Wood; Mr. Shaw; Dr. Hutter; Mr. Bucknill; Mr. Currie ; 
Dr. Hoffmeister, Cowes; Mr. Martin; Dr. Palanque, Blackrod; Dr. Tatin, 
Ripon ; Dr. Hamilton, Salford; Mr. Turner; Mr. Gregg; Dr. Bull, Bootle ; 
Dr. Vinen; Mr. Merlin; Mr. Griffiths, Semmes; Dr. Madden, Bourton ; 
Mr. Crofts ; Mr. Barrow ; Mr. Pollard ; Dr. Luce, Wincanton; Mr. Shorter ; 
Dr. Fo herby, Mr. \'oorhouse; Mr. *pouncer, Gainsborough ; Mr. Hooper, 
Corsham ; Dr. Allan, Bonar Bridge; Dr. Graham, Plymouth; Dr. Kelvie; 
Mr. Griffith; Mr. Jenkins; Mr, Ogden; Mr. Pyne; A Naval Surgeon; 
E. H.; 8. E. D.; D. F.; Medicus; F. L.; Enquirer; E.8.; Vineo; J. D.; 
P.RCS.; D***a**r; D. M.; Pathological Society; An Bye Witness; 
A.T.; X. ¥.Z.; &e. &. 


Every communication, whether intended for publication or otherwise, must 
be authenticated by the name and address of the writer. Papers not 
accepted cannot be returned. Articles in newspapers, to which attention 
is sought to be directed, should be marked. Communications not noticed 
in the current number of Tar Lancet will receive atteation the follewing 
week, 


Medial Binry of the Wet 


Diszases oF Tas Ructou.— 
10} 


Se. Manx’s Hosrrtat yor Fistuta 
a.m. and 14 pw. 
Rorat Lonpon Hosertat, 
Faex Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 
Socrrerr or Gueat Bertarn.—8 


Royrat Lowpow 
Gers 
Hosprrat. 2pm. 


Natiowat Ortuorapic Hosritat.—Operations, 2 
Frankland, “Ont the Chemistry of Gases.”* 


or Lowpon. —8 Lieut.-Col. E. T. 
Dr. Mouatt, “On the Wild Tribes of Central India.’ Set 3 . Crawfard, 
and M of Culti Plants in reference to 
Ethnology: Sacchariferous 
Rorat awp Socrarr.—8} Px. Mr. Lobb, “On 
Hypogastria.”—Mr, T. Holmes's Sequel to his Case of Colotomy.’ 


Gexat Noetagey Hosrrtan. 2 pm. 
pow Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 
Soctery.—7} Council. Px. Mr. “On Abscess 
of the Prostate.” —Cases of Circumcision in the Adult, 


Microscoricat Socrsty or Lospox.—8 


Thursday, Jan. 10. 


Roya Lowpow 10} 4.4. 
Lonpon Hosprrat.—Uperations, | 
St. Grorex’s Hosrrrar.—Operations, | 
Lowpon Surerca, Homn.—Operations, 2 
NDON 


West Lo —Operations, 2 


Friday, Jan. 11. 
M 
Rorat Lowpow Hosrrrat, 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 
For 7 lines and under ........£0 4 6) Forhalfapage.................£2 12 0 
For every additional line...... 0 0 6 | Por a page... 5 0 
The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 
the Office not later than Wednesday; those from the country must be 
accompanied by a remittance. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO THE LANCET. 


Unstamrsp. 
Stampep. 
(To go free by post.) 


Post-office Orders in payment should be addressed to Gnoronm Fast, 
Tue Lancet Office, 423, Strand, London, and made payable to him et the 
Strand Post-office. 


wicle, and the Oosmopolitun have 


Tux Lancet may be obtained from everyrespectahle Bookseller or Newman 
in the World, 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
i 
Monday, Jan. 7. 
. Avniversary. 
Muprcat Socrery or Lowpow.—8 Lettsomian Lectares: Mr. John Gay, 
Tuesday, Jan. 8. 
re 
Wednesday, Jan. 9. 
Rorat Lonpow Hosrrrat, 10} 
Mipp.ssex Hosprrat.—Operations, | 
Sr. Maxy’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} 
St. Hosprtat.—Operations, 1} 
St. Tuomas’s Hosrrrat. rations, 1} 
i 
i] 
4 
ig 1am, Sir, yours, &c 
Saturday, Jan. 12. 
Sr. Trowas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 9} 
q Lonpon Hosrrrat, 10} 4.0. 
e's Hosritar.—Operations, 1} 
Royat Fuss Hosrrrau.—Operations, 14 
Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.x. 
| 
+ 


